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PREFATORY NOTE 


The five lJeeliunes that follow this inlioduetion were 
delivered by me at the mvilation of the General Sut 
of the Presidency Biigade in the cold yeather of 1939-20, 
in the Gymnasium of Vort Witham, Calentia, to an 
audience consisung mainly of the «ces ard men ol 
the garrison. ‘The request was made to me m order that 
the General Staff of the Brigade mig it im some meusnre 
be ablé to cay out the duections of His Tacelleucy 
the late Commande: m-Chief m India as to the taistie- 
tion of newly arnved British toops in the broad fats 
of Indian Ustory, so far as troops stationed In Calcutta 
Were Concerned 

I was subsequently requested Lo arrange for the publi- 
cation of these Icctures, in order that they might he 
atilised for the purpose in connexion with the inotiue- 
tion of newly, amaved British officers and meu in India 

Peart ; 
generally. ‘The present publication 1s the result. 

» It is said that, once upon a time, a solder im a 
British regiment m Caleutta, getting bred of the dul. 
ness of gauison hfe m Port Wihain, star ed reed nge 
abook on the history of India, Stilal Uke thls at 
seems a most harmless and praiseworthy method of 
‘passing the tumc., He hadn't read vay much, howe ver, 
when his chaacter, appeared lo widergo an ealinordi- 
nary change, Ile jumped up and at once began” to 
hammer every unfortunate walet-eairier and sweeper 
that he could find. One version of the slory that 
have heard says that he got a gun, and sitting on the 
‘wall of the Fort, Look pot-shols al numbers of respecl- 

able clerks who passed within sight on thdr way 


i 


to wok. This part of the story I meine to doubt, 
rhowever, U 16 15 tine, we will hope he missed. -At all 
events, in due course the inevitable happened, and he 
was paraded and asked what on caith he meant by 
such conduct. 

“Well, Sir,” said the soldia:, “look what they*did to 
us in the Black Hole.” 

“But, great Heavens, man, that’s a hundred and 
fifty years ago,” was the astontshed answer, 

“May be, Su,” said the soldier,” bul I’ve only yust 
heard of it!” 

This story in vauiois forms 15 an Anglo ‘Indian 
chestnut, and was included im the introductory portion 
of my fust lecture. T have iemoved it as being 
somewhat frivolous and meluded 11 m= this preface. 
I shall have achieved my object im allowing these very 
indifferently constructed lecturcs to be printed, if £ 
contubute towards depiving such stoiles of whatever 
pomt they possess. Whatever the differences between 
East and West which make theu meeting difficult, we 
can and must icmove one of the main causcs of the 
disharmony, ignorance A Westerner, whether soldier 
or civihan, who knows someth ng, however hitle, ‘of 
Asoka or Akbar, has planted a secd of sympathy 
between East and West, which may in time grow to 
greater things. 

Inecd haidly add that these lectures having been 
huniedly constiucted for the information of an 

™arflience, most of whom knew nothing of the subject, 
are not intended us a contibntion to schohaship. Tn 
revising them for publication I hope I have removed 
most of the serious e:rors. For those that remain J 
must ask the pardon of all who do me the honour of 
slancing through the pages that follow. 


GLIMPSES OF INDIA’S EISTORY 


LECTURE I 
INDIA TWO TITOUSAND YEARS AGO, 


In this first lecture, I propose to take you right 
back into the past and tell you what Indi was hke two 
thousand years uz, vi, ly be exact, twenty two hrindied 

Tho making of Years ago. Th you read the newspipers, 
the Hindu people you will often sce icterences im 
specches by Indian politicians to the an iquily of ther 
eivilsation and the glory of then anment history, You 
will often sce statements Lo the effect that anerent Tndie 
was a mighty empne, scientifically organised and 
possessing a very superior culime, long Leflore we British 
came to India, long before ever we Bublish hid heen 
conquered and ervilised by the Romans, ind we at whont 
dressed in nothing warmer or more decent . Una wond.* 
Tt want to show you this evening how fu these boasts 
are tue, You wri find vhat there is consider le 
basis for them. You will {nd that mow — than 
twenty-five centuties ago Indian gave bith to two 
of the woild’s fom greatest rchmas, one of whyh 
she has since abandoned; that wonty-two centuues 
ago she possessed a governnicnt otganised in + mauner 


* Anglo-Saxon“ wad A permancat blue dye, y10d1 ced from 
the roots of a plant of the same name and used by ths 
ancient Britons for tattooing ther bodies, 
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which 10 administrative Cficieney was never suipassed 
in India, even by the Moguls* till the use of Biitish 
power; and that at the same date she possessed a Brble 
which she still everes as the sacied litcrature of India, 
called the “Vedas,” some pat of which was ever then 
over a thousand yents old fe vastly oldci than ou Bible, 
or Tome, or in fact than any I teratuic in Lhe world, 
excepl a few usuiptions which have survived from 
ancient Kgypt and Mesopotanm:. ‘Lo anything im the 
wold which was composed at as carly adate as they wee, 
the Vedas and the immediate subsequent Irterature are 
unfinttely supenor Tlindus to this day beheve then to 
have been duectly revealed by God, 

What was Indi hke at that lime? Let me start 
with the indispensable pichiminiry survey, Tferodotus 
said that Egypt was the gift of the Nile, meaning that 
ancient Fgypt was what the river Nile made xt. Ol India 
we may say that it 1s the product of the Noith-West 
Frontier passes. India, at fanly regular intervals during 
its whole history for the Jast 4,000 years until the coming 
of the Inglish, has continually, with cerlam mmor excep- 
tions, plescnted the preture of a dark race unsuccessfully 
resisting, and being slain by, «1 forced to mingle on 
unequal tents wilh, light coloucd invaders from 
the north-west passes So far as history records, the 
process has heen continuous; the first must have lakun 
pk ce as carly as about 2500 B.C, ; the last was in 1761 A.D, 
when the Afghan Ahmed Shak Damani came m and 
helped Islam to beat the Maiatl as at Panipat}; though 
the latest atlempt, foilunatcly frustiated, was made in 


* A; Muhammadan impenal dynasly of India. which was 
fonnded at Dellu in 1626 A, D., and catinguished in 1867 
A.D. 

+ See Lecture 3. 
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1910 A.D., when the Amir Amanul ah bied to cnulatc the 
exploits of Mal muct,* ‘Minat,* end Nadu Shah. Since 
the Buush have ruled India, not one plundews las 
entered, 

Who crac m in 2500 B.C. and whom did they find 
in Indin? Those who came in were Lali, La y-slanned, 
long nosed and handsome ma Those whom they found 
were shorl, ugly faccd, snub-nosed and dark sk'uncd, 
like some of the Jungle mhabitants of to-day, and certam 
of the lowest castes. Indians of to diy, so firas they ar 
hght jn colour, are the descendants moe o1 less pure 
and unmixed of the hyht-eolomcd invadas and their 
later suceessois, So far as they aie brown or almos black, 
they are the product of desecndants of the dark-slonned 
type, more or less internuxca with the blood of the ighter 
invaders, The whte myaders ol 2500 BC, who gave 
India its northem Janguages, and the religion which, 
developed in contact with the spuit-worshiy of the short 
dark skinned type, became Thrahmanism—the — Une 
religion of to-day oie called Aryans. Who wen the 
Aryans ? I may tell you m one biief sentence all Uhat we 
know Professor Max Miller, the famous Oriental st, 
said once: “Ef LT were atked what IF consider tie most 
impoitant diseovery which has heer mide diing the 
nineleenth century with respect to the ancient history of 
mankind, I should answar by the following short 
line. ‘Sanskur «Dyaush Pita -Gieck Zous Pater Latin 
Jupiter— Old Norse Ty1’.”” By this scntence Mr. Max Miller 
meant to show that the aneicnt Aryans who entered India 
about 2500 B.0.,, the ancient Romans, the ancicnt Greeks, 
and the anetent mhabitants of Norway, all worshipped 
* See Locti re 2, 


ft See Lecture 3, 
$ Seo R. 0, Dutt s! Cwthsation m Ar otent India", Vol. I, vil, 
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the same god whom they called “Z'a her Sky,” Lor Pitar, 
Pater, Ty:, are all fonns of one woid which meant father, 
while Dyaush, Zeus and Ju are forms of a word which 
meant Sky. Whal is the cxplination of these widely. 
severed races in Murope and Asta having the sang word 
for God, namely [uther Sky ? 

I may perhaps take another cxvample, Study the 
following table of words for ‘mo her” : 


Inglish Mother 
German Mutter 
Persian Matar 
Latin Mater 
Greek Meter 
Sanskué Matt 
Bengali Ma 


Yake “brothe:” + Sanskr t—Bhriita, Lnglish ~biother, 
Take “father”. Latm Pater, Sanskir, Pita, Tundireds 
of similar words could be quolcd. 

Sanskut, [ may explun, was the language of the 
Aryans, the language of the Vedas aud of the Juter Indian 
sacicd wirtings, and the language of al the “Pundits,”* 
who to-day are the exponents of Indian philosophy ard 
religion, So you sco that fiom language we know hat 
the gods of the anaent Aryans who brought to India Ler 
vel gion and her carly ervilisation, were he gods of the 
Gacchs and the Romans and many olha ancent peoples of 
Europe Wesee that the Ayians and tie Romans and the 
-Giyeks and the ancient Fngltsh and Germans all m many 
cases employed the same word Cor certain ideas, especially 
simple ones, "ke God, Lathe1, Mother, cle ‘Lhe inference 

wis that the folk who about 250) BC. wandered from 


y+ A Brahman who professes knowledge of the Hindu sacied 
books. 
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Central Asta into ope ard Sonthea Aca tad becine, 
aflar mamymy the loc ritbitans, the Dicrnis, the 
Persians, Uh. Greeks, the Romans, the fa gush aad the 
Germans, were offshoots of one tribe ot people. To ot ter 
words the Isnghsh aod the Did aus ae long lost cow as. 
OL eotrse in 1000 years or morc, aller intermart age with 
all sorts of people, they have beeome vay long-lost ridecd, 
wth | btle resemblance to caeh othar except in language. 

Whether {his be so ax not, we need not s op lo cnqu re 
The Aryans settled 11 the Panjab, aid the country of the 
five ryc1s found frequent mention im their carly sons, 
the Vedas*, They quickly reached Allahabad, which they 
called Piayig, Gradualy they peneliated eitha by 
conquest and exlermmation or by peaeciu penctia on 
and intermarriage, into Lhe wiole per insula, tho ih not in 
sufficient numbers to change th Iaigmye of the prople 
of South Inca, They were not Tindus, since they ate 
beef and remarried widows, which If idus to day do not ; 
but their umon with the dak sath nos d tihalita its, 
whom 1) theit boos they aed tevils and monkests, 
produced the Ifindu people cad with tt the Tlada religion, 
we. Bialimanim, Lyon when they did not coun, 
thew re] gion was accepled by the ory nal inal tants, 
though the r religim, hithato comparitiacly pare aad 
simple, cha ied in the process, since licy a fopted mony 
of the supersulions of the less cavity dl peop le whom they 
found in India « 

The ecunquest ard setilement of Tid hy the Ary ins 
ocouped a thousaid years or mois, Ths precess was 


* Tor information 1egmding the Vedas, wad Vincuat Snuth 4 
‘ Ouford History of India,’ py 16-28 Mas Muller's 
“ India, What cant teach us?  mav aly le road with 
pioltt, Seo also R OW. Imac 9! A Literary Tbatny of 
India, 
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marked by hundreds of struggles with the dark-skinned 
folk Many of the stones which modcin Tua loves, 
the stoves which mothers tcl ihe childten, and whielt 
form the subject of songs and dramas, come down front 
that distant time ‘The tales ate found in the two ynglity 
poems which aie one of the boasts of Indian htaatimne, 
the Ramayana* and the Mahibhirate The Ramayana 
contains about 48,000 lines; the Mahi bharata 200,000. 
The Jatict 1s certainly the longest pocm in Lhe world. Both 
were composed a little over 2000 years ago, though pats 
of them are a good deal older = All Uindu Indian, know 
something of these poems, which in vernacular (ianslalions 
are read by those common folk who can read, just as our 
Bible is read in Durope 

Such was the making of the Indian people. ‘wo 
thousand two hundicd years ago there were no I'nglish 
or Muhammadans in India. The people were Hindus, 
the product of the intermixture of the white Aryan 
mvadeis and the dark-skinned aborigmals, A thiid 
element in the population which I ought to mention was 
the Mongolians 2.e, people like the Gurkhas and the 
Tibetans, who had mixed with the population of Reupat 
and Bihar, and whose blood undoultediy con tibuted 
towaids the making of the population of those proviness 
to day, and gave to it some of its speeinl peenharities, 
At all events, 2zuu yems ago the Hindu population, such 
as we know it to-day, had come into bemg with ils peculiar 
religion and culttic. Caste, which I shall not discuss 
how, but which some thmk was an atlempt to preserve 
Aryan white bluod im such purity as was still possible, 
after the considetable dilution wth darker bivod which 


1, Tho ‘ Ramayana”? may be iead m Mi. R C, Dutts 
condensed translation into English veise, in the very 
mun”? semeg : 
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rt had undergone, was in full swing* India was divided 
into mutually exclusive groups which could nol cal together 
or intemumiry, a system which, whatever ibs merits, 
(and they aie many), has been polivcally fatal to India, 
smice it. prevented the growth of a rcal tachan nation 

Of all Unc long period from 2500 B.C, to 826 BG, 
history has very little tosayf. Of the making of TW ndu 
Indin we have imumetable legends, but few Licly — Ushall 
mention one feet only which occutted about 600 TC, 
towaids the close of the process Tt was the bith of 
Buddha, one of the sublimest ichgious teachers whom 
the world has known, 

There are four gicat relgions{ u the World to-day, 
aud TImdus founded two of then over two thousand 
years ago. Biahinamsm i.e tlhe reigion wlach has 

Bralunans for ily pests, sprang from the 

Buddha and mixing of the ideas of themyading white 
his religion of 
love Aryans and the darker pcoopk whom 

they found in India. It 1s the rehgion 
of the I] ndus im India to day, and 1s tice or Low housa id 
years old The other great religion eicated by the Hindus 
1s Buddhism = =There are to-dty searedy any Buddhits 
in India, since ater flounshimg zreatly m India, Budd sisaa 


* Vincont Smiths essay ‘Caalein Indian publishedtit Vast 

and West,” Juno, 1913, may beaeed with yn fit 

Two books in (le  Sfory of tle Nathons ' sel»,  Pedie 
Ind” anl  Baddhist India’ cover Che listory ol thts 
penlod, and severnl subsequent contuiics he most 
authoulative book for scrious sludints cf Vindu (pie . 
Muhammadan) tadia is Mr Vineent Smith 46 Realy History 
of India,’ 81d Bdition (19 1), corm ¢d as regar 4 certain 
particulars by his ‘ Ovford Wrstory of India ’ (1018), but 
it ix cssontially not a book for light adins 

Chustianty, Uiiduism (Riahmanism), Buddlism, and. 
Muhammadamsm, 


e - f 
1¢ INDIA TWO TITOUSAND YEARS AGO 


disappeaicd., It however spread to Ccylon, Buniia, and 
Cha, where tnere are many millions who revere Buaahe 
as the founder of then faith, 

Gautama Budcha or Gautama the Enl ghlened*, 
was hoin about 600 8B C., an only son Tis father was a 
petty chief who dwelt in Behar on the border of Nepal. 
Te way biought up till the age of 21 bke an oidinuy 
sehieftam’s son. Ths ichgion was that of his family, 
Eindn Brahmanism. Now the path to heaven of the 
Indu samt, according to ancient 1ules, was as follows, 
Tirst he must be a student ; then a houscholder, bringing 
up his family ; then, to achieve ical sainthood, he might 
retire to a forest, and spend his life im prayer ; and riost 
saered stage of a'l, he naght give up worldly ccm on, 
and wander from door to door as a ragged 
beggar. 

Gautama was attiacited by this idea from the fist. 
lis father was displeased wher i¢ saw this, he wanted 
his son tu succeed lim as a cinef, not as to become a 
beggai_ So he did his best to protect him from all byghts 
and thot ghts which would make him disgusted wrth the 
world, Bui one day Gautama came to a dee sion. Le 
was duving though the strects of bis ctty, Kupila- 
vastu, when lis eye fell on a iman lymg muscrably by the 
road side, emppled by a houuble discase, “Are there 
many people uke tis?” he asked It was the fuse 
sight of nusery he had ever seen nt Lis Jife. “Yes, many,” 
was the reply. Tor the first time he asked himself + 
“What is the meaning in this world of pam and st (feariug ? 
Why 3s 2 permitted 2?” Tt 15 a question which millions 
have asked, especially m the last sin yeaus. Gautama 
deeided ta find out}. 


¢ 


* ¢ Buddha’ means “ enlightened’ 
“t Seo Rawlinson s “ Indian Historical Studies *p 6 
’ 


INDIA TWO TITOUSAND YLARS AGO 11 


We became a beggar and wandered about, in rays, 
secking knowledge. Tor sx years he pincliscd such 
termble self-torlue that ke became famons all over nda 
a land always appreembye of suci spintial cxcte soy. 
But he conld kam nothing as to the maui, of pri 
and suffer 

Now Umdus believe na succession 0° re births, 
We Chistians believe that we die once, and hen meet 
reward or pun shment. Ti ndus bel evs, as they beheved 
in Buddha’s time, that every man gocs on bemg re-boin 
time after time. Tle dies, and is born wgain as an ammal 
or % man, pethaps a beggm, perhaps a hig Buddhe 
believed this, Lindus beheve also that according to vour 
conduet m one life will be you condition m the neat, 
If you are a depraved character, you may he re-born a 
pig “As a man sows, so sha | he reap.” 

Buddha believed this too. We could never ica ly 
solve the problem of pan tid s ufain ¢ thot sh he gave 
what he regarded as an explana ion We sud + Pain and 
sufiering, what are they? Mere passtig sates, they 
do not last; nothing lasis Pain and si Maria, uid dor 
Ubat matior wealth, joy, dadights, hie ppncss, te itself, 
all aie tempotary, changin, moo somelling cle We 
mc anxious pnd unhappy ebout those varius thiags, 
nol secing thal tcy ave not ical, hut or ss’, 

Lift, he said, ts nota boon, To be boris ens, 
The greatest happiness a man car gels o cscape beams 
re-boin, ‘The way lo eseape bang re-born is to lead a 
good life, IIe therefore gave institclions Lo lis disc ples 
how to live. Add it is in the azht coumandments, dhe 
noble eightfold path, that the Buddhist rc ion eh ely 
consists, Lhe erghtfold path consists of Right Babel, 
Right Thought, Right Speech, R ght Action, Right Means 
of Livelthood, Right Ixertion, Right Ranembrance and 
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Right Meditation. By this path a man nay hope to 
cscape berigre born He gave hs diseiples ten conumand~ 
ments, viz. do not kul, slca . or commu adultary , do not 
he, use profane languag>, disoaiage others, or fund 
fault; avoid ignorance, do not covel, and, do not 
hate, 

Asim Christianity, pity, pity lo men, and, in Buddhism, 
pity to animals, too, 1s cnyoined Buddha helped to. 
lessen the ciuel secrifices of ammals and even of nen, 
which have becn a simster feature of the less noble side of 
Brahmansm, “Vorgivencss of enem es” was, another 
virtue inculeatcd by hm = “Miie coemy has slandered, 
beaten, robbed, or abused me ; who-so dwelleth upon these 
thoughts 16 never fiee fiom hate, Uaticd ceases nol by 
hate ; by love 4 ceases. ‘This is the ancient Law.” “Lo, 
ceasc from wrong doing; to get vutuc ; lo cleanse one's 
own heart ; this 13 the eed.” Buddinsts must “eschew 
evil and follosy after good , be loving; pure of life and 
patient.” “Love thy nushbour as thyself,” though « 
Chns ian tenet, serves to sum up the moral teaching of 
Buddhism, It was a, religion of love, founded six 
hundred years before the otler gicat veligion of leve, 
Christianity®, 

Jafty-one years after he began to preach, Buddha met 
with his last iliess. He was 80 years ald and knew that 
the end was nem. Te called togethc: his disciples and 
thus spoke, “My age ts uecomphshed, my life 15 done ; 
leaving you T depart, heving relied on mys:lf alone. 


6 


. 


* The iesemblanccs between traditional Chiustianity and 
Buddhism aie amazing, Budd) a is sud (o have been hein 
of a vugin, to have had 12 diseiplcs, io have been tempted, 
to have taught in parables. Baptism 16 a Buddhist rite. 
Above all, Love was the cardmal lesson of both rehgions. 
See R. 0. Dutt’s Civilsation wn Ancient India,’ T 871-880. 
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Be carnest, my disciples, be thoughtful and pure | Stead- 
fast in resolve, keep watch over your own hearts! Who- 
goever shall adhere steadfastly to the Law and the Order, 
shall evoss the Ocean of Tafe, and cone to the end o' al 
sonow.” Shoitly before he died he rose from his bed 
and euctl solemnly ; chold now, bethren, I exhort you. 
All things must decay. Work out your own salvation 
with diligenee.”” ‘Lhat was the message of lus lie. “Work 
out yom own salvation, Rely not on snenfices, nor on 
eeremonies As a min sows, so shill he reap, Not one 
whit can you hope for anything excepl frem yout own 
effort.”* It was not Chistian teaching, but let no onc duny 
its nobility, ‘There arc many of Buddha’s lessons which 
the Christian wold might well learn, not Jeast of al thet 
insisting on kindness to annals, to inention onc of the 
least sublime of his tenets, 

That particular Lenet was taught with added cnphasis 
by a contemporary of Buddha called Mchavna, who 
founded the Jam religion, Though the Jain religion 
never heeaine so important as Buddhism, it still exists 
in India to-day, and one of the 1emarkeble featiues of the 
fajth is the sanctity ofalianimatlife, Asa tesnit, hosp tals 
for animals existed in many places where such an institution 
for human bemgs was never contemplated, while in them 
even vermin uscd to be found being earc fully nursed hack 
tolife, To such lengths dees the Ind.n gers for rchgion 
allow itvelf Lo be driven by Ube logie of its principles. 

In closing this account of the founder of the great 
Indinn 1¢eformation of the 6th century BA4, lel me vall 
your atlention to the eutious fact thal thice of the yneat 
historical religions of Lhe world atose at intervals of about 
600 years apart Buddha hved in tle 6th centmy 3.C, 
Six hundied years later came Jesus Chit, After him! 
600 years again elapsed and we see Muhammai,the prophet 
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cf Islam, deliver Ins message 1 weuld secondly call your 
attention to the fact that Bucdlia was the Luth 1 of his day. 
His teaching was a pro est aguinst the Brahmanism of the 
time which had resulted from the fusion of the Aryan and 
the abouginal faiths ; and had resulled in a Thindwsin which 
in its main csse rials was the Ifndusm of to dily with 
certain of its css attractive aspects, such as animal 
sactifices, emphasised 

Buddla hyved his samtly life, made his protest, and died. 
As was the case with Jesus Chust, for thiee hundred 
years it seemcd that his hile had becn lived in vain. 
Ihs sect remained a scet only. No mighty spurtual or 
pohtical impulse swept India. Kingdoms rose and fell, 
of whieh we know alinost nothiug , the | story of the time 
is wrapped in obscurity ; and then suddenly Indian history 
Iilazed out into the full light of day, and we enter a period 
in which our knowledze 1s so full as to be almost embar- 
rassing®, 

In 826 B.C Alexander the Great, King of Macedon 
and Greece, in Europe, crossing the [Indus fiom the west 
al Ohind above Attock, entered Indta Thereby he becatne 

the first of that long Ime of myaders 

The Anctent Of India which ends with Alimed Shah 
Hindu Emphe Dimani in 1761 A.D. There is one 

constant fact in Indian Ilistory,and thi bis 
the persustence of the IMYVaslons of highu-c olonred CHeNLUCS 
from the north-west. As Alesande:’s invasion was only 
an episode rather than a cardinal pomt in the hisioy 
of Fadia, I shall not devote much space to desenbing ib. 
Alexander: myaded the Panjab with his base m Greece, 


* Sr Edum Amold’s ‘ Light of Ama” may be recommended 
to loveis of poetry as a sympathetic veeount in verse of tie 
lite of Buddha Tle also wratc a poetical account of the 
lite of Christ m the “ Laght of the orld. ? 
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hat neaitsclfas astutling feet, Involyn g asat dida tne of 
communtertion, WOUL TAT Way OF NUCH watcr Lia asp ott, 
about four times as long as ow Tne in Mescpo amia, 
He did not conquer Tidia, as hs solders matinied ind 
refused to proceed, It was ab the cnd of the Panjab 
*hot weafher, and they thonght they had had cough. 
Personally, cver since I spent a hot y eather in the Panjab, 
I have understood why Alexander nevar got beyond the 
Beas River, Phe Panjab provides somthing very special 
m the way of heat, Babur*, who eo iquercd India in 1526 
A.D, found his troops equally unwilling to stay im such 
a warm country as India, and Had gicat difficulty m got wg 
them to change then mind. One of them avrote on a wal 
for Babu ta ead. 
“IL bould but cross the Sind * 
Dann’ if I would return to Thnd.” 

However, \lexander’s army had a mich worse time on the 
way homie, as he took his troops in boats down tle Indus to 
somewhc«e north olf Keach and made them march home 
over the pu ticularly uninviting coun ry which hes between 
thal city and Mesopotamia ‘Thc boats went home hy 
set,round the coast to the Parsian Gull. 

The invasion had few dicet consequences cither for 
Kwope or India. Tinepe gamed the pretty story of 
Porust, and a certaun amou tb of knowkdge about Thain 
which influenced trade, speeulauion, and religious thought, 


’ 

* The founder of the Mogul my re, (626 A.) 

} The Siid i.e. the River Indus See Vas, Steels | Zadar 
tough the Ages ?p. 150, Uindisihndustan, 2¢. North 
India, the country of the lfindus. 

- Alexander captwed Po.us, v Panjab anal, 6) ft. igh, 
* Howshall Tiieat you ?* sad Aloxvanda, ‘Asa King)?! 
said the proud chef, Alexanders chivaliy was equul lo 
the demand. 
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Shght traces of Greek influence are found in ancient 
Indian art, literature aud science. ut the gilt of supreme 
yalue which Alexander’s mvaston might have conferred 
upon India was rejected or ignored, Had India had men 
eapable not only of rehgious and philosophical thought 
and political theory, but also of digesting and follow 1g” 
out the multlary lessons of the battle of the Uydaspes*, 
her Iustory nught have been different and less distressingly 
sad, Tlad a school of mihtary science arisen m India, 
prepared to teach and develop the art of war as exhibited 
on her soil hy the greatest general of all ages suve perhaps 
one, she might have leant how to 1id -huseff of the 
curse of the North-west passes. But as will be shown in 
due course, she learnt httle, ‘The battle of the Lydaspes 
smd as plamly as possible to the Indian monarchs : “Put 
not you tiust in elephants and chamots and enormous 
il disexyplhned armnes, but m sail well-cosciplined bodics 
of infantry and in the shock tactics of cayaliy, boldly 
handled.” But the Indian kings preferred thei masses 
of men, and elephants, and nearly two thousand years 
after, m 1526 A.D, the army of India went down once 
more before the shock tactics of Babur and 12000 men, 
What the Indian seience of war at this Lime actually was, 
Ishall show you m duc course. Ove thmg mark at this 
stage Ihndu India never produccd a really great general + 
or a sound military theory which could stand the test 
of experience. 

Among the Indians who were fortunate cuough to 
mitet Alexander dumng Ins hghtnmg dash into India was a 
certain Chandra, known to hstory as Chandiagupta, 
Immediately efter Alexandei’s depattuic and death, 


* Por the best account of the Bittle of ihe Ilydaspes, see 


Mr Vincent Smith s ‘ Barly History of India,” 81d edition, 
nn. 68-87 


. 
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he destroyed the Greek ye arsons mm the Panja ode t bohind 
by Alevander; carved out for hins Ht by iubelhon a 
throne at Patahputra (Patna), and proceeded to mnke 
himself Mmpovor of India. Witheato India had cous sted 
of numerous warn ig kingdoms ; Chundragupt: was bie 
first mun to ereate a true empive ta Indie, whieh unitada 
great put of the comtiy. Though the south of Tdia 
eluded him, he ruled all India with of the Nardada, and 
Afghanistan® ay wall, Ie owed niuch of bis stteccss to 
Kautilya, a Buahman, and a ial king naker, who scems 
to have heen the power behind the thicne. AL the Comt 
of Chandragupte a Greek ambassador (lcd Megastt enc 
resided and helped to maintam relations wth the Greek 
kingdom of Sytia vuled by Seleucus wh eh were ecmented 
by the despatch of Miss Scleucus to be Chandiagiupte’s 
bude. Poor ent one feels thet she must have bec 
extremely loncly. Laney bemg the oily Western lidy 
in all India! 

{ haye sard above that the Goverument of India was 
as well-organised under thy emp re, euled the Manya 
Empire, 96 at any time hefore the Bulish period, not 
exa@luding Akbar’s rcignt = Not only so bul in splendow 
and power il uivalled the magnificence of cny cnydom 
existing in the world at the time, Tt nowy be regarded ay 
the supreme exaraple of Uinda political capacity, so fay 
as imperial administration ts concenued,  Thndius ate 
justly proud of this ancient proof, as they teyaid il, a Uheit 
political capacity, After its fall they wice,f belore the 

* Th 1g ind orest ng lo nolo that Algh anialar has boon inoludod 
in Lies of the gow, empires of Indu namely th) Mawya 
the Kishan (not deserved in these keeltics) and (he Mogul. 

Vor details refer {o Mi, Vincent Sruths  Onford History 

of India” ‘Phe British have refrained dion ar uesationy 


f{ Akbar Mogul Minperot of India, 1666-1005 A. 1) 
t (a) ‘The Gupta Empire 920-480 A D, (b) Uarshe’s Eimpiio 
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ineursion of the Mihammadans, came near creating such 
a proof, though never so splenaid a prool, of vhen pouticul 
ability. Those, like this onc, were shor slived. Rome 
gave some semblance of untty to Tuzope and the western 
civilised world, for a period of well nigh 700, yeats* ; 
India produced no mmpciual organising race to perform 
a smmlat task for India. And so, though the ficrec wild 
peoples of the noth pressed equally upon Nmope and 
India, Emope tnda the guidanee of Rome for nearly a 
thousand years resist and in very considerable deme 
flung then back, while for India, owing to the short- 
lived character of her Hindt Huupires, the curse of the 
north-west passes never ceased. Stendily, time after 
time, throughout het anctent history came in vhe i vaders, 
Greek and Scytmanf and ILin,| with the result that 
India never had a chance to become homogcneous and 
szecerve the mdclible impress, as did Lurope at the hands of 
Rome, of a great oiganismg yeople. Rome built a wall 
sound civilised Emope to kexp out the savage. India 
had a wall bwlt round he: by natme the Ilmalayas 
and the Sea, and had only to close the holes such as the 
Khybet Pass, and she could not do $0, cxeept Jor bricf 
periods, such as dumg the Maurya Kmphe. While it 
Jasted, the Mawya Limpize was aircmaikable achies eme at. 
It achicved the object which is the chicf raison etre and 


606 UL7A D The Kushan Emperors were forcyners fom 
the north-west who ruled from 48 220 A.D. 

* From 150B C. to 650 A D, Rome afforded mich of Linope 
a continmiy of legal and political devclop: rent, and Thirepe 
{o dav stil] beais its impress. 

+ The Seythian’ invaded India about the txme of Christ and the 
next two centurics, They founded the Kushan empue m 
India. 

¢ The Tfuns setlled in India about 500 A. LD Many noble 
TRajpul houses aze descended fioin then 
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main justi:feation of far-flung Lmpircs, citar iy tle chiel 
raison d’étre of all Ind‘an Linpics ya exped: ab kept 
out foreign mvarders, m this case the Gieeks, Let me try 
Lo give yor some ides of ls rata. 
In the {ust place it wae biased on an adequate mildiay 
organisation There were 600,000 infantry, 80,000 Cavahy, 
9,000 clephants, and perhaps 80,000 chantols, ‘Phere 
was a War Offce of 80 members, distdcd into six Bow ts 
of five members cach. ‘he departme: ls Uy controlled 
were 1 Admnalty, 2. Supply and Tia spotl, 8 Inlaitry, 
4. Cavalyy, 5. Chariots, 6. Licphants. Within Ue in 
fantiy battalion Uhaie was an anangement ol tons fe 
ten men to a section, ten sections to a company, len 
companies vo a battalion fe. Lv0u an all, ‘The men woe 
armed with a broadsword, sus) cnded by a balt tom the 
shoulder Javelins, bows and arows were addthonal 
arms, Men, hoises and elephants wore defensive armour, 
Transport included mules, oxen and horses 3 and ambulance 
corps scrved the rear in batife, wl ee women (the aucicnt 
“Wrens” and “Waaes’) waited with prepared fuod aud 
driiks. This amy was sufieient for is work, But the 
accounts do nolshow us that mi rlary seience had made any 
headway as a result of Alexanden’s invasion, ‘The official 
handbook* of the time, cartes ponding La PS. RV 1. says: 
“The viclory of kings depends nuunly upon ele pha ats? 
Thar was absurd of course, as all artental kmes have 
found from Ports downwards, when thcy met toops 
from the West with supeuor nulilary kill, but wultheyt 
elephants 
But [ suppose the olticaal handbook of the lune was 


* Koutilya's “arthasasira, Shamashastry’s trai slation, Bar ga. 
lore, 1916. This rmmarkable hook, over 2000 yoats old, 
has only yseeently been disvovered Ar a product of 300 
B.C ibis astound ng. 
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regarded as infallible. No dow bt it was comet im India 
warlate between Indian arm c+ 

Let me read you a little more from the ancient LoS RL 
Tt contams mstinctions for conducting the seige of a foil 

“Tay na captured bids sich ws the vulture, crow, 
pairol, aid pigeon which have then nests m the fort 
walls, and having tied to then tas inflammable powders, 
let them ly to the forts..... Spies, livmg as watehmen 
of the fort, ny tic milammable powder to the iails of 
mongoases, monkeys, cats and doz: and Jet them go over 
the thatched 100f of the house”? So now the young 
soldier will know what to do uf he finds himself up against 
snipers m a fort on the north-west, 

The offieral hundbook is net always as come as this, 
and somctines cortains sowid sense, Listen to the 
tollowing 

“Without a reserve, the King (7.e. the G@ O, C ) should. 
never attcimpt to fight, lor it is by the reserve force thut 
dispersed troops ue collected together.” And again r 
“Of the two things, slight ai noyance in the rear, and 
consideiable pot m ihe font, shght annoyance am ihe 
reat 15 more serious: for tiaiters, enemies, and * wild 
tubes auginent on all sides the slight annoyance: which 
one may have in the rear? Thy other words, make sue ¢£ 
your communications before you advaice 
Agam: “Wher frontal attack is untavourable, stike the 
enemy from hehind.” d 
°* “Waving made your strong force look ike n weak 
force, strike the encmy when he attacks.” An ciuly 
instance of camouflage. 

“Reduction of the enemy must precede a scige.” In 
other words, go lor the cnemy’s fleld force ; don’t waste 
your time on sieges Ul] then: a maxim which Marshal 
Foch would perhaps accept. * 


% 
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A good deal of this 1» sound cough 25 stialegy or 
‘tactics ; but most soldiers, I chink, after reading thus 
ancient TP. 8. R.I would agree thal the author of it was 
aot quite a Mawshil Loch. Personally 1 find lus methods 
yather too Wunnish. Ie has very fow pmagiaphs ting 
*how a real honest fight should be conducted ; but inste id, 
the young officer: in Chandragupta’s aumy had to tead 
page after page on such subjects as “Slaying the 
Commander in Chie,” “Giving poisoned hyner to the 
officers of the enemy through spices,” “Sowing the seeds 
of dissension.’ I quote one example only as ilushative 
of the whole beastly collection. 

“Spies, disguised as expurts in tinding in cooked 
flesh, cooked tice, quer and cakes, may vie with cack 
other in proclaiming in public the sale of a fosh supply 
of thar special articles at cheap price, and may s¢Il arlieles 
mixed with potron to the allracied eustomersol the enemy, 
eee Spies under the garb of servants may sell poisoned 
giass and water.” 

The nature of the government was autocucy or 
despotism, unchecked by anyUing except fom o* assiissinas 
tion. The king wes guarded always by lus Amazonian 
guard of Greek women of gigante size As the official 
book of curemonml put ibs “On getting up the king 
shall be pected by troops of women.” Hindu Kmpuc 
though it was, 1l could saucely have bec a really meuonal 
state, when the king had to be protected by Licaps of 
foreigners. But though a despotism, as all Indian Timpnes 
have always becn, 1 was a well admimisiered onpire 
An elaborate Civil Service was organised ‘The empire 
wac divided into provinces, each with a Govemor. Ht 15 
impossible to go into details here, but nearly all the on dinary 
functions of a modein organised government were properly 
eariiod out in India in the Maurya Emypne. There were 


f 
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special Departments fo1 controll ug aitisans, (the Labour 
Board), for 1egstermg hnths md deaths, for looking: 
after foreigners, for regulating external tiade, aud for 
supervising manufactures Laws existed, controlling t1¢ 
actions of all classes of the people, though they were 
severe im many eases. Tortme and mutilation were 
employed by Government, The following laws are 
aeasouable enough however, and are quoled as an 
iistance of how lttie India has changed in 2000 
yeals 

“Washermen shall wash clothes cither on , wooden 
plates, or on stones of smooth sinface. Washing elsewhere 
shall he punished. 

Washaimen sellmg, mortgaging or letung out for 
hire the clothes of others shall be fmed. 

In ease of substirtuhon of other elothes, they should 
not only be puntshed, with a ime equal to twice the 
yalue ol the clothes, but also .¢ made to restore the 
true ones.” ‘ 

When you have lived in Ind a for a little while you 
will learn Lhat you must not be suipnsed if you find 
the shitt you have given 10 a “dhol” to be washed has 
been lured out to a Iumble social aspirant for a speerl 
function, such as a wedding, So little has India 
changed ! 

The state secret service was Ciganised w'th wonder- 
ful devotion to dela, though+ with disgusting 
immoiahty and lack of decent feeling. Ancient India 
resembled Impesual Germany n this respect. Spies 
abounded. 

The Supeintendent of Public Houses licensed diinking 
shops, and made the wise rule that they must not be too 
near Logether, and must be made comfortable with couches 
and seals. 
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The vice of official corruplion, however, was widespread, 
as it nemly always has been in the Last, and in mavy 
other countries loo The King and Ins mins er Lad 
no Wusiots on this point. In the vindhbook abenly 
quoted it is stated : 

> *Tt a impossible for wa govament servant not to 
eat up al least abitolthe King’s tevenue, Just as, wih 
fish moving under water, it cannol possibly be dicerned 
whether they are drmking water or nol, soit is impossible 
to detect govemment servints ciyployed oon oll cul 
duties, when helping thumselves tomoncy. 11s possible to 
mark the movements of buds flying h gi up 41 the sky, 
but it is not possible to ascertain the secret movements 
of goveanment servants.” Rewards wae offered lor 
information Iqading to conviction, With such cynical 
ideas abroad, however, 1b15 no wondcr he cmoire specdily 
collapsed. Puble . honesty ws essentiil lo a strong 
empire*, 

Such is the amazing pictue of the areient Indum 
Tlindu Mmpure of 2200 yes cgo. Cha sdiagupta, wr 
doubiedly a civel tyrant, wn oubtedly muntancd 
baybauie greatness Ly means as unscrupulous as ai 
ever dieamt of by Machmvelh or Banhadi i tha most 
Mumoal moments, way yel undonbledly the masler of a 
powerful scrcutifica ly organ sed empire, whic vin aentness 
and excctlence of adininistiation may cu Tonge conn vison 
with any Indian Gavernment that has cxistad prior to the 
present British Government. Tha, is of couse not saying 
very much, for Indian ,overnments, even the Mogul 
Kanpine, the best of the Lunch, have been indiffercnt or 
bad; and we must bewae of overpousing an cnpne, 
* Tor fuller details as Lo the ogamsalicn cf th Mamyalmpiie, 


sce Mi. Vincent Smiths ‘ Oaford History of India,” pp. 
72-92, 
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which, whatcver its vutues and it ecilamly had the 
sipreme vitue of keepmg out tie Greck invaders: was 
tyrannical, corrupt, unscrupulous and immoral, But 
this statement would apply to nearly all the Indian 
Govemments of Instory., Nevertheless, when the modern 
Thndu pamts to the Urapre of Chandragupte, and clams 
at as a considerable achevemcnt of Tindu political genius, 
we may agice with him, though we may point out that 
it fell immeasmably short of Rume, the trmph of the 
aneeit European pohtical genits, on the military and 
political, and especially on the moral side, Within 
those Jumits howeve1, Jus chum may he admitted. But 
let us pass on, lor the picture he ghtens in intercsl 1s we 
proceerl, . 
Chandiagupta died, and Ins son King Bindusara 
reigned im his stead. Ancl in due course King 
Bindusain died also. and his son. King Asoka the 
Preacher ieigned in his tun. And with 
Preahen Kine King Asoka we 1each the man whom 
some consider to be the most attiactive 
and fascmatiny of all the galaxy of brillant figures 
which have passed acioss the stage of Tndian lustosy. 
Asoka was a King with a conscicnee Suceeeding in 
278 BC, he I ved the odmary hfe ol an eastern monarch 
‘til 261 B.C when le conquered Kalinga or O1ssa. In 
the congucst 100,060 peaple were slain and 150,000 en. 
slaved, Millions perished as a result of the distiessy which 
Te caused Then Ins conserence smote him, and he did 
public pcmance before Ins whole empne hy cngraying 
on ioek im different parts of his realm the story of his 
1emorse. 
“Dircetly after the annexation of the Kalimgas. .... 
arose his Sacted Majesty’s remoise for having conquered 
the Kalingas, because the conauest of a country meviouslv 
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wmmeonquered mvolves the slanghler, death and curymng 
away captive of the people. this tsa matte? of profoana 
sorrow and regret Lo his Sacred Majesty?” 

Now it is impossible not to 1egird Uns as a very hend- 
some anl genuine confession of guilt, And ib cane not, 

* as so often repentence does come, as a rcsull of adversity, 
01 m the midst of il-luck, but 1 the very ood ude of 
suceess. Lt was notiecd that the Crown Prince of Germany 
devcloped a very tender conscience when Gcumimy began 
tto lose. Some men realise the viciousness of gambling far 
more keenly after losing a hundted rupees thar they 
ever wotld after wmnmng a thousand Asoka developed 
Jus conscience after he had won, It was a genuine conver: 
ston, and he meant every one an India to know of it 
The rochs selected by him Sor publish'r ¢ lus somow were 
mumerous and spread widely im diflerent parts of 
India, 

To this very day seven survive, some near Peshawar, 
some in Or ssa, some on the Bombay s'de, and one m the 
United Provinces Lo this very day thoy may be read to 
witness the royal peuitcnt’s remorse. 

eThe faeb was that the gcntle aecd of Bucdhi, dead 
for 800 years, had at Inst received a royal chanipion, 
just as the erced of Chust had to wai for 800 vents Sor 
the support of Constantine, Asoka scl himsell to mike 
his kingdom Buddhist, And not only hs kingdom: 
he decided to convert the world. 

Missionaues were sent Lo the Kings of Grecce, Syria, 
Alexaudiua and Epirus, ac. fo Biope ind Afiica. ‘Tus 
is a very slailling fact. To-day Burope sends missionanies 
to convert the East. Then the Last sent missionaries to 
convert the West, This of itself shows how different 


“ Mr, Vincont Snuth’s Oaford Hislory of India p 0%. 
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war the relation between India and the West fron that 
prevail ng to-day  Tlow far the missionaries sueecedcd 
we do nol know; but we do kiow that a goad deal of 
Buddhist thought reached the Western wold ‘To do 
good to those who smite you, to love those who hate and 
persecute you, to abandon the would for nghteousness” ; 
these were tenets preached neatly 300 vears later in 
Pakstine by Jesus Chust; but wo these nussionaies 
did safely icach the western woild, Lmope nught have 
heaid these novel precepts taight thee hundred years 
hefore the Mme at which we know them to have been 
taught. For a irehgion of love was quite a new thing 
in the history of the woild, But we have no knowledye 
whethe. they act rally art ved. 

We do krow that Asoka’s musstonaies converted 
Ceylon, and that the religion of Buddha spread over 
Barma, Clina, and Tibet, anc has alfected the beliefs 
of 800,000,000 people, half of whom obey many of his 
prece sts In India from which the faith bas now practically 
disappeared Asoka spread the re igron of Buddha by means 
of sermons ar proclamations on rocks and pillars, which 
still stand for all Lo read who k ow the ancient language. 
They are thickest m Bihar, where Buddha was born, 
and the capital Pataliputza®* was situated ; bul they aie 
found from the north-west frontier to Orissa, aud from 
Kathiowar and the Contr! Proviaces to Iyderabad 
State m the South. I hope you will all see one for your- 
selyes some day. If ever you are staloned in Allahaba J, 
yofi will find one on a pillar m the fort. If you are ever 
in Delhi you will find another on a pillar on the ndge. 
Meantime you can see one on a rock in the Museum 
Calcutta in Chowringhee, It 1s called the Bhabiu Edict. 


i 
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What were these sermons hke ?) Let me read you one, 
o1 rathe a short extioel Lom one. 

“Thus saith’ hu Majesty {ether and Mother must be 
obeyed ; suuilarly respeet for hving ercatracs mus he 
enforced , truth must be spoken. TP rese are the vir ues of 

“the law of Duly, which must be practised. Smulaiy 
the teachers must be veverenced by the pupil, ind proper 
courtesy must be shown to relations 

“But whcrem consists the Taw of Duty? In these 
things, to wit—httle impicty, many good decds, com. 
passion, liberality, tiuthfulness and pusity ’” 

Next comes a lesson which we Chiistians have nol 
yet leant, nor Indians, for that matter, eitha 

“Ths Majcsty duces reverence to men ol all religions, 
whether laymen or ascetics, hy gills and vox ons forms of 
reverenc<. IIs Majesty, however, cares Joss lor puts ov 
outward forms of respect Uhan for the giowth of the 
essential doctrines of rehgion, hese doctrmes assum 
different forms in dif erent ereeds, bu. the esscuce of Uhem 
all is restiamt of speech, namely, that no one should 
exalt Ins own ciced or disparage tiat of lis neighbour 
unreasonably  Disparagement should be allowed only 
for sufficicnt reasons ; all icligions Command our respect 
for one reason ot anotha, By xelmg in Uns manner, 
a man not only does a service Lo the ereecs of his neh 
bours, bul he also wins respect for Ins own creed 3 while 
abusing his 1.e‘ghbeur’s belicf, he docs hivm to lus own, 
The man who praises his own palhenlar form of religion 
and snects al that of others, macly m order lo enhaies 
his own, in tealily infliels upon ib the most grievous 
injury... ‘The members of all cceds are to bc miomued 


* Mv Vineent Smith's  Onfonl Urstry of India, * p. 107, 


+ Ibid. p. 108 
i Indian Historical Studies " by 1 G@ Rawlinson pp 86, 36., 
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thal his Majesty cates less for gifts and outward forms 
of respect than lor the giowtl of the essentials ol 2chgion 
and the spit of toleratioy ” 7 
Such weie the maxim, worthy of the most ervilsed 
races of to-day and cxeelling the practive of most of hem, 
which weie taught ove: two thousand years ago by the 
ioyal preacher mn India Tt were wellifthe British Govern- 
ment would play Asoka’s part aid inscibe Uiem on stone 
in every village in India, Vhey are needed far moe 
now than then, Seldom, too, have the prineiples of 
religious toleration been expounded morc clearly 
Unfortunately, Asoka forgot his own puinerples of 
toleration on the tenet, spcaally sacred to the Jains, 
ol the saielity of animal hf. As his age advaneed, he 
became par tcularly keen on this point, aud went far 
beyond Buddha himself, who was not a vegelauan, 
One of his sermons stated; “Iormerly in the kauchens of 
his Majesty, many thousand of ammals were slain for 
food Now tlus has heen 1educed to tluce, namely two 
peacocks and one antelope, and the antelope nol invariably. 
Byen these three are not to be slaughtered in future,’ 
Ths rules on the subject of the hilling of animals for food 
mterfered considerably with the legitimate hunting and 
fishing nights of his sabjects, They also aroused discontent 
aniongst the Biahman  priest., whose proflls from 
-sneifiecs of anmals were considerably icduced by the 
restiiclions iniposed Slaughter of cows does nol appear 
lo have heen entirely forbidden, however, and this 
as" impoitant, since it shows that this pecuhaily 
Hindu tenct was still in the making and not yet 
cardinal, 


~* " Indhan Hstorieal Studies ’ by I G, Rawlinson, p 29. 
at Ibid, p 81, 
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Some have conjectured that the dseontcit mouse 
hy ths interference with hunting, fslaag, ind sacrifice at 
lights may hz ve contubuted to the bieak-up a the cmpire 
which followed Asoka’s death, Ili, was i nu vbergnid- 
ded as a warning to prohibiliontsis | 

Asoka espeenlly cujomed upon hus allicers kind Ucal- 
ment of the outeaste jungle tribes, who were neither 
Hindus nor Buddhists, bul prietically savages. Lister 
to this lo{ty conception of kingship : 

“IL is for you to do your part, anc lo make the people 
trust mg, and realise that the Kingiscven asa futher unto 
us. He loves us as hunself, We aie lo him as his own 
children,” ‘There was no high-caste exelusiveness here, cr 
contempt for the humble ontens ¢, which js such nak o 
later Tindu sm. For Asoka was a devotee of the rehgion 
of love. When you have rcad the story of all the Indian 
kings from Asoka’s time onwards, you will realise what a 
achef wt is Lo mect with uv king who his a sense ol duly 
towards Ins subjects, a king who weardy them es a father 
vegards Ins ehildien, 

Na wonder Asoka appears, to Hindus aud Kurapeans 
ahke, almost the most altiaciive figute in Indian 
Thstory, 

On the whole Asoka, as his samons reveal him, is 0 
king whom, like Marcus Aurelius, any race mey be proud 
to have produeed. Asok. is rcpaidca by Laneas 34 the 
crowning glory uf ancicul political India, This pecalar 
virtues make to modern Uindu Indie ay iriesisuible nppeal, 
partly because his Ife helped so much to make Ttndu 
India what it became. Buddhism ,radually m couse 
of ages receded from the land of its bith, and 1 now Lhe 
iehgion ol no part of Lhe Indian mpne excepl Burma, 
But the spiril of Asoka’s teaching has never been eom- 
pletely forgotten by the bette: mind of India, “Lhete is 

° 
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no charity so meitoriaus as the chatty of religion,” 
sad Asoka “In this docs it consist; m kindness to 
menials and dependants, obedia ce to parents, liberality 
to frends, kinsfolk, and holy men, and mercy to all living 
creatures.’ * All these aie virtues which Tindu India 
has always revetcneed, and m many eases, practised, * 
and still practises. 

Ihave, in this sketch of some aspects of the Indi 
of over two thousa id yeas azo, given you some 
faint idea of what it was likes. I have passed over 
almost unmentioned great tracts of in- 
teresting innterial, such as ancient India’s 
enormous literature, its profound plilosopmes, its arelu- 
tecture and its seulptwi> For instance, 1 could, if 
oppoilunily served, show you exactly what those ancicnt 
Indians of Asoka’s time looked hke, what they wore, the 
kind of umbrella the king used, and what Asoka looked 
like when he rode out in procession ; for pictures of the 
life of those distant days still stand sculpted in stone, 
and have stood for two thousand years, at Sanchi m 
Bhopal State} But we are here in Caleutta seven 
hundied miles from those «culptures, and a bare deseription 
without ilustiation would not prove interesting, Bui 
ifever you are <tationed in Saugor m the Central Peovinees, 
try to take a week-end tup and see the wonderful stupad 
on which they aie carved. At all events I think I have 


Conclusion. 


* * Indian Historwal Shudies’ by U.G Rawlinson p. 36 

f On the Great Stupa o1 ‘Tope al Sanchi. For an allustiation 
of this ancient Buddhist monument, see M1. Vincent Smith s 
" Ovford History of India” p. 118 

} AStupa or tope is a solid str uctune of the shape of an inverted. 
citcular pie dish surrounded in the Lest examples with a 
high wall with sculpiuied poilcocs It was often built 
over a Buddhist rehe 


INDIA TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO 31 


‘said cnough for my immediate purpose Mr, Wialam 
Archer has reeently wr.tten «book i which he st. 4s tha 
in many respects India to-day is im ui civilised country, 
Sn Joln Woodroffe has witten a book ii icply ca ed 
“Is Indya Cwilsed # man lung that ib is By Ue 
time I have finished this conrse of lectures T hope you 
will by na better position to judge of this important 
question. I think, however,I have said enough Lo convince 
you that IImdu India two thousand two hundicd yours 
ugo possessed a civilisation which ranks high 
among the civilisations of the aneicnt woud, thot gh 
xt fell short of the supreme tiiumphs of Greece and Rome 
which were almost contempoimy A eiwilsation whieh 
could produce, at such ar catly date in the woud’s Mary 
lwo great religions, a vast hiciatuie, artistic 41 umphs 
in stonc, philosophics and a philosopher king, an cuipue 
aivalliug in sive and population that of Rome al its bewght, 
is surely one from the memory of which modern Ui idu 
India may legitimately draw fresh court ge and mapitation. 
And so in fact it does, This impne, Uns Indir of 2200 
yeais ago, 1s the constant subject of hooks and papers 
bye Thndu writers. 

You will therefore now realise the tiulh of the boust 
of the moder Thindu Indian that polite: ly and spuatually 
and ailisucally her ancestors of two thousand years 
Ago Wels As olupetias fy the ancesuoss on the Lugl sh as 
were her garments of woven cloth to Une woad which he 
sometimes apparenlly concerves ia have been the some- 
what scanty coslume of om forefathers. ‘Lhe faels cannot 
be denied, nor 1s there need to dery them, Tom the 
distant past of 2000 years ago, we in Tngland ean show 
no literature, no sculpture, no buik ings, 19 relygoh; 
invented by us, nothing but Stonchenge, Laat rude mass 
of huge iocks reared by the devotees of a savage 
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futh ;* while the Indian pots proudly lo the cxquisile- 
pillais of polished stone which contam the sermons of the 
preache: kg, to the sculptures of Sanchi which give him 
petures of his anceslois m then daily hfe, to his Bible 
wutten by himself, whereas ows was written by the Jews 
and other Asiatics,{ to hus literaturc, to his philosophies, 
to his ancient Munya Tmpire, and {mally to those two 
men, cach supremely great m thar own way, Buddha 
and Asoka 

‘True it 15, and we need not try to challenge it, that 
we English in carly days were uncultwed at a time when 
the people of Noith India were civilised folk. Whether 
we need draw the political inference suggested by those 
who press the pont is another malte: with which I nced 
not troulle you at pisent. Personally, I have always 
felt 1 considerably to our eredit us a race that, i spite 
of owt late start, we have caught the Indians up, ane 
gone ahead of them in the iace of civilisation. India 
certainly failkd to maintain her caily promise. Why 
this was 90, it will be the task of later lectures to show. 
As you will sce, it was not wholly India’s own fault, 
except m so far as her failure to guaid the north-west 
passes may be sel down as a fault, as mdced at was, But 
that India started first, and a very long way ahead in Ieed, 
ts undeniable, And this 15 what J desire to umpicss upon 
your minds im this opening lecture, for 1b 15 the foundation 
not only of 1eal sympathy with Ilindu India, but of all 


* Apar. fiom tho exotic and temp nary civihsation miroduced 
by the Romans, civilisation cannot Le said to have 
exusted in Dngland (ll a thousand yeas after Asoka’s 
death 

t The Vedas are a national Bible. Ow Bible is a foreign book. 
which we borrowed with our religion, and convened into 
4 pliceless national possession. 
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understanding of present day politics mm Inca. He adu 
India dieams to day of the tric when, wthout Ube Mahieu 
madans and without the Mngl sh, she achieved ree tncss 
in the sphere of politics, wcligion and wat, And from this 
fact, remote in time, bul ever present to the nund af the 
Wndu, he diaws to-day mimtc mspnation, infinite 
comfort, and infumte hope. And so fu as Ins rispiiatios, 
his comfort, and his hope are tempacd by judgm nt 
and a sense of re Tity, 115 wel that he show ld remember 
and dream, But why judgment and 1 scnse of reality 
must never fail him, you will perhaps understand better 
at the close of my five lectures than you do now At 
least, you cannot but understand by now, as some of you 
perhaps did not understand when fast you reached this 
county, how utteily aid fundamentally India, with such 
a history behind ui, must differ fiom the other tropical 
countnes included in the British Empire, such as Negio 
Africa. And it 15 to impress that fect upon yoru minds 
that 1 have devoted so nach time to what at fist sight 
scems so remote fiom on present day problems, the India 
of two thousand years ago. It yas been said that history's 
part polities, and polilies are picsent history. Y can 
assume you that in Inda her ancient h story ty nol only 
past polities, but very present po Ucy tideed, s nee her 
present politics are couslantly refeuing back for nis onabon 
to her past hislory,* especn ly the dishu tl past of whieh 
’ 

In Wustiation of this pomt Ief ne quot fem the miu «ef 
disgont by Si: bankaian Nai, datel March 6, 1910 whi} 
accompanied the Dust Despatch of the Govermn nla hela 
on Tnelian Constitutional Refoums “As aan (ta cf faet 
non-monaichival forms of goveimmoent are not for ign to 
the gentus of the poopk. .... .Accordiug to Professor 


Rhys Davids ‘the caliest Buddhist records reveal oxih 
survival, side bv side with mote or less pe war Pt manne hh 36 
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T have talked this evenmg. 


of pepubhes with either co yple{e oo modif cd mdcpendence.” 
fle also says: ‘Tle adiunistiative and yudie al business 
of the clan was carried out ty public assainbly at which you ng 
and old were alike present in ther comraon Mote Hall at 
Kapilavastu) A single chef ow and for what per od 
chosen we da not know was clected as off ce bearer, presid> 
ing over the Sessions, and if no sessions were si{time. over 
the State JLle bore the title of Rajah, which mast have 
meant something like the Roman Consul o: the Grech 
Aichon’. 4. .he latest authority that 1 know of 15 
Mi. Mavell. MWe says+. . ‘it will be ¢ suprise to many 
readers tc discover that the Mother of the Westun Parha- 
meuts had an Aryan iolative m India, showing a strone 
family "rseness, Le ore une sixth cenuury oe 0 
Ttisn>parbot my duty ret >tod seuss t 1¢ soundness o1 of her~ 
wine of the polit cal point which Sir Sankaran Naa desited 
fomrke But the quotation WMustietcs cleatly Uc way in 
which ti modein TImdu dei ves imspration irom the 
lustory of prc Muhammadan and ye Tinghsh Tlindu India, 
No cabinet mister in Kngland could possibly suppert his 
argument for a change im political mstitutions by desertbing 
the custums of the people in the days of Boadicea o1 the 
methods cf yuvernnent in the days of Penda of Mesem ar 
Tgbert of Wessex But the rediscovery of the Instory* of 
ancient TIindu Inda mainly, Ly the way, the wok ot 
Dnghehmen has given the MHindus a founta’n ot political 
inspiration from which they constantly ditnk, And they 
aerght, for pr le in a natiinal hisiary is Cac of the 
essential inpredionts in the making of a nation, 

[ Sw Sankaran Naii’s very intercsting minule may be ioad 
m “ Government of India’s Despatch of March 5th, 1019, 
dnd Connected Papers,’ published at the Government 
Pnating, Press, Caleutta, price Re 1,3 


LECTURE II 
THE WAXING OF THE CRESCENT, 


My subject to day 1s Me eval India, India im the 
Middle ages, India during that peitod 11 which Enelind 
grew from the Englaid of Alfcd to the England 

The distinction of Favabcth and the Sweats, de at 
betweon Hindu the tims when William the Conqueror 
and Mussalman \ s tumime Saxo Daghind mto Nowuman 
England, when Jolin was sign ag Mi ena Cotta, when He ny 
VI was marrymg hs sty wives, when Bloody Many wae 
burning Radley and Latmier, when Diake was seihne te 
Spumsh Mam, It 1s an immense pertod ind an macs 
subject fos onc Ieeture 5 but ame ts shor, aad Lean only 
say how souy Iam that FE cimnet give you twenty 
lec tures upon it. 

Well, then, without further piclimmery, To tackle 
my subjcet, Medieval India, o, betta, Mabanmuadan 
Todi. For with this secoad Iceture ve ince, Mulan. 
madans for the {ust time mour story, Now the be ginning 
of wisdom in all Lhings Tndian is the ability lo distinguish 
Mubammadan and Hindu. Until you ean do that, you 
aie not meiely ignorant of Indian matters ; you camut 
possibly have any sensible ideas about them ab all. Some 
people at home talk, i Parhament and outside of ut, the 
most imjossible nonsense on Indian political Lopics, 
ma way that sometimes makes one almost desire ty 
weep, And why do so many of them talk such 1 onsense ? 


. 


86 « TUE WAXING OL TI CRESCENT 


R-eanse they don’t knaw the ¢1f renee between » Mindi 
anda Muhammadan .* I was o1ce d’scoursing or Tadian 
pol ties with a cold weather vitor trend from Tingland, 
when he suddenly non plussed me by saying, ‘‘f notice 
you keep tulking of Iindus and Muhammindans.« What 5 
the difference ?” had politely to tell him that he didn’t 
kuow the a-b ¢ of Indian politics 

Now why ths knowledge 1s so important you will 
understand, I hope by the tme I have completed my 
five lectures Meartime I want you to note the following 
facts. No tiuc Hindu can evet marry a Muhammadan 
Muhammadans worship one Goc, and revere Ihs one and 
only prophet Muhammad — Uindus have millio 1s of gods, 
(though then educated men knew they are all forms of 
one God), and beheve in numerous prophets, Ilindus 
have idols ; Muhammadans shudder at the very thought. 
Muhemmadans kull and eat cows ; Hindus revere the cow, 
and when they have power, as in Cashmere, punish anyone 
who kills them. Muhammadans button thei coats 
left over mght, Hindus in the reveise fashion, Muham 
madans may marry four wives, for Hindus no fixed legal 
limit is set. Finslly, in Bengal, at any rate, Muli. 
madans weat hats a id trousers, while Tlindus go bai head- 
ed and wind a length of cloth round their loins and legs, 
You will see at once that they are piactienlly ivo different 
aces living im the same eountiy. Suppose m England 
Wesleyans or Baptists eculd many fou wives, and 
always buttoned thar coats left over ught, and were 
only allowed to many Wesleyan o1 Baptist Indies, while 
Chueh of England people never wore hats 91 trousers, 


* The lover of Indta notices with satisfaction the recent 
tendency on tho part of the political leaders of the two 
communities to sink non-essential diflerences without 
feeling compelled to modify this statement, 
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always buttoned thar coits agit ever left, ind were 
not ahowea to cae eek, you Weak Lae ow Soa sce 
that m Bengal to-day = There we Id oe two nations or 
yaces m Jing mind, the Noa-eonfoamist uation aid ie 
Chuich of Lyugland nation. ‘That ts the casc ne Ircin 
to-day. *Lhere is a Muhammadan nation and a Mid 
nation. Tlow hes this come about? Wns yor will kar 
in the prescnt lecture, 

I talked to you in my last Iecture about India 2000 
years ago. In the whole of my Ieettxe I scarcely men- 
tioned the Muhammadans onec, Why ? Beeaust, 2000 

The ‘North Yeels ago, there wer no Muhumuinc ans 
West passes im Ind’a, Not only so, but there woe 
become Moslem ny Vubaumadans i the whok weil. 
Muhammad founded his zicat rehgion m= Artbir 600 
years after Clnist founded the Chustian religion 1 Pales- 
tine, Under the infuence of lus ltcaching he Arabs 
beeame a great conquering pcople, and, attacking the 
decayimg empncs of the time, the Romarand th Pcrsian, 
spread their icligion ard enypire over Spain, Noith itea, 
Egypt, Asie Mmai, Syna, Palestine, Mcosopotamin and 
Persia ‘Tle whole of thal immense tact of land bem 
Spam to Afghanistan became Muhammidii. The result 
was that all subsequent mvyadew of India through the 
noith-west passes have been Mul ammiacen ta rcligion.™ 

Now cbis was aract of the mess ote Neudeus MMpot ue 
to India. Witherte all my iders of Ind t, however savage 
they were, an) Whatever them religion yh axed with the 
people and became good Incians, ‘Lhe Aryans, of wl am 





* Books on the use of [slam aa numencus, A reyicw 0 
Muiws “fife of Makommed,’ by Meredith Towrsend, 
entuled “ The Great Araman,’ in ‘Ase and Aavope? 
pp 155-213 moy he reconmicnded as a short acecunt cf the 
work of the Prophet 
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I talked inthe first Iceture, brought then own rch gion and 

The invaders guage, but they mixed ther Lad wrth 
cease to fuse wlth the imbhabrtants of the land, aid then 
the invaded ichig ou wes profoundly modificd in the 
eowisc of the adniatute As I showed yeu, the fusion 
produced the Lindu peop e ail the Hindu teligidén, Biah- 
manism, with its offshoot Budchisn. In 800 B.C. there 
were considerable differences of det ul between the peop ¢ 
of d ferent parts of India, but trey were al more ot less 
Hindu oi capable of beeo ning UIindu 11 course of tune 
The Indians wae one civilisation, though not once 
state; Brahmans and Buddhist’ had then ciffiaences ; 
Noith Indians flequently worted with south Indians 
and doubtless Tespioca them as comparative saveses } 
but there was not in India im 80) B.C. a forcign element, 
chawing its avihsation froin a forcien culure and a foicign 
religion essentially antagomstie to Ilimduism, and sa 
essentially non Tlindu, or rather anti Hindu, that rt could 
not become an integral clement mm the growth of the 
Tiindu 1ace and civihsation Nor for hundreds of years 
did any people enter India through the north-west passes 
whom India could not absorb mto her national hfe, aud 
turn mto good Ilndus. People who came into India 
about the time of Chist thiough the noth west passes 
are known to histonans as Seythuians. They were nob 
Umdus. Bit they cdoptd the Biehmen religion td 
mtiamanucd with the people ‘Lhey were probably the 
ancestors of the Mirathas, Others who came im xbout 
theg Sth eceituiy woe called Tuns.* Luns under the 


* Ont tecent use of the word as the equivalent of the Piench 
‘Bosch ” is derived fiom memories of tle crueliies o 
Attila tho Hun 1100 yeaisago whih were v.called by the 
Kaige s exhortation to his troops in the Chma expedition to 
eieate tor theinselves a reputation in China hke Attila s, 
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famous andtarble Ula were al the seme tute aay QB 
Panope. Lhese Mus ard these who came with han 
though the noith west passes cid Lonible th ngs. 1d cam 
mitted hor blemassaacy., Buta'ter awhile thoy scltle l 
down, mained the local nhal it nts, and thetr desea adits 
became good Thndus., toon te tare desec led many 
of the quart Ra prt dans cf Raypu un, the Jats ind 
many of the Sikas, who form the bac soonc ae Bir ish 
ainnes in Incia today, All these dover 1 amie ya ds 
eventually proved so uces of stren jth lo Tnd ty yust ws the 
Goths ond the Tombatds and the Fiinks cud he Funs 
who settled m Fanope brought now b ood ad ows icngth 
‘into a-deewiig Lurope In Hmop I these saves 

invaders setthd down and became Clu strans, bke tle 
rest of the people round en. In Tada they se Ved down 
and heeame Uindus hke the prople mound them, Vor 
remember, Hinduism, like Chustantly, 1s not a ue, & 
people, a state. No, Thnduism is wireligion, 2 avihsatior 
The Turks, some of them, lve in Knope. Why don’t 
we ever think of them as Huropeans 2 Becaty we have 
never been able to tun them inlo Chiustians, and so, 
as we think, ticy can’l become ood Hmopea ss Why 
have the Muhemmadan invaccis almost alwi ys Tecn 
aegarded by Thindus as a foragr elancnt in Indi. whereas 
Scythians and Huns have become gool Indians se mtch 
‘so thet the very name of ScyUhans ind MHuny is neve 

heard ov thought alin Indte to-day, Because by becomnyr 
Thnadue the Scythiwns and the Huns became part and 
parcel of the Indian pcople, whereas the Mahaman at 
invaders, keepmg thea cwn rehgion ard langage and 
¢ vilsation, despised and hated Unat of the people monst 
whom they lived, and were despised and hated mm .etun 
by the bulk of the Indian iaces  ‘Lhus India has never 
been able to assimilate thom, as she ass mulated the Sey- 
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thians and ihe Ihms. The proeess iequiied may be 
ukened to unc of d-gcstion, Laaepe has never been able 
to digest the Turks intu good Kmopcans. India has made 
a tremendous effort to digest Ure Muhammadans, bit 
has failed, Instead of the Mihammai ans turntig mnlo 
good Findus, they found nameious Uhndus, ehieily of the 
lower ranks, who were wil ing tc become Muhammadans, 
In Bengal for instance, Userc are about 26,000,000 Muham- 
madans*but very few of them arc descended tron invaders, 
They are uecrly all deseendan.s ot converted ILmdus, 
Thys fact has made the process of absorption much harder, 

~ Europe has had what we may call political dyspepsia 
ever since 1453, when the Turks toox Constantinople,» 
ard has at lest practically cured 1t by che natura: method 
of gett, rid of the foreign substance. The process 
took from 1153 to 1919 A.D, and still the Turks retain 
a perilous footing upon the edgc of the continent, But 
Enrope’s problern was simple compared with that of India, 
suice the Turks and the Azabs on y nibbled at the corners} 
and aever gat mto the heart of Murape, India, however, 
hes had a very violent form of politien] dyspepsia for nine 
hundred years. She has onee or twice made fierce efforts 
to expel the indigest’ble body, the gicatest bem the 
battle of Pampat in 1761 AD, when the Thndu Marathas 
were smashed bv the Muhammadars aided hy the Afghans 
But 1 has "eng been obviors thet expulsion 1 ute of the 
question, sinee 70,000,000 Muhammadans cannot be 
expelled even by the 250,000,000 IImdus Afghanistan, 
the Muhammadan power on the frontier, stands ever 
ready to help tts co-religionsts. Digestion ar absorption 
of some sort 15 imperative. Real digestion is out of Lhe 
* ve Shghtly mare than half the intal population, 


+ Spain and tle Baikans ‘Tle Truths onc? seized Otrauto iw 
Italy, and also heseiged Vieuna, but had to retreat, 
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question, since Muhatim dans cm never Decor Indus, 
for they regan Thoidus as idolatas, Tints, Iecewise, 
will never, as viace, adopt Islan, Bapetston aad dices tor 
being beth seenungly mipossibk, what is to be done ? 
Aman faced with such a problem would call m a doctor. 

+ As L shall show you 11 due couse, we Untish have bec 2 
called im as doctors; and find ourselves faced woth an 
exceedingly diifcull problem We have adunnistaed 
our digestive mixture, called Enghsh govaamen wl 
English education, and under its anf icnce, some ichiel 
has been obtained. Though the patter t remaing cxcced- 
ingly dyspeptic, there 1s a gleam of hope Avd that 
hope is, abandoning the miclaphor, thal both parlics, 
Hindus and Muhammadans, may ignore their non-esscuual 
cause of strife, and umte ma common. patuotin, hat 
of bemg, not good Thndus or Muhammi tans, bu good 

» Indians * ‘There is stil, however, nuch ta be done, 
before th 5 pomt 15 reached, 

For 3000 years o1 more fiom the fi st comin, of the 
Aryans, Qirdu India continued to oe Hindu Inde, 
Invaders like Grecky and Scythums, and Hua, 

‘Pho olosing “AMe every ow ard then m a sicady 
centurlos of stream though the fatal ioilewest, 
Hindu India Rut no parmencndly indigestible people 
entered India mall that long paied = In 300 BC, abort 
“the time of Mexanda the Great, 100 AD. at the dine 


* This ig really more diffleull for the Muharinadars {} anlar 
the Uindus. For the Muhami iadan to-day 1 dndia is dame 
uvted by two faetois, (ee memory of bis tome oyerlo d- 
ship in India, and the political « emanda af ( onst unt roph. 
Both factory make at dificult for lim to divet his whet 
soul to the service of a common Indian patiiotis a, shared 
on a1 oqval footing wilh the [inIn But ¢ msulerable 
Fiogiess has been made in the direvuion owls to Lhe 
giowth of education, 
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swhen we Luglish were about to invade Brian and fo md 
the Enghsh race, in 690 AD, at the time of ALiea the 
Great, India Indu India continued to flourish. Once 
‘twice, three times, * a gieat emp re was founded, hil most 
of ihe time there were hund: <t of little kingdoms: and 
lundieds of little was Bul Ind an Thndu Tndian 

eivisation continued, and rts prod rets can sind be seen 
to ths very day T have alrea ty told yon of the sermons 
ot Asoka the Preacher, mscuibed on stone md to he read to 
this very day im different parts of India, though 2000 
years old. have no time to tell you of the Srent Shakes 
yeate of Inda,f who wiote 700 years later, <hout the 
tine$ that the Roman legtons were Icav ng Butain for 
Picts and Seow end Saxons t¢ ravase, and whose best 
huown play “Sakuniala” 1s 0 love story as delightful in 
every way as Romeo and Julut. Nov have I ime to tell 
you of the sculpture and paint ng of that later age, sueh 
as may still Le seen at Ajante. I will content myself 
with saying that all the evidence we have goes o show 
that at the tune when the nath-west passes onee more, 
about 1000 A. D., begun to discharge their unwelcome 
hoides upon poor unhappy Jndia, India was a land of 
flourishing kmadoms, mn which t re graces and arts of cryi- 
ised hfe, as shown i hterary production, rchg ous cere 

monics, wealthy Lenples adomed with sealptiue and pain- 
tings, facly made coins, mathe mater. ane scenule souady, 


* See Lecture 1 B 

t+ There arc about 700 to day, with Nawahs o Rajahs ae 
Kings, who rule their little Kinge oms (11 a few cases Jaige 
ones) in alliance with the King Jimperot 

+ TKaldasa, One of us plays was being pe formed m London 
at the time of the dchvery of thes? lectures 

§ Circa 100, A D English tiangations of Sakuntala have 
beot published. 
Oires $50 A DD. 
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were cullivated, and had been for centuries cultivated 
on aseale which conyaica dave we y wba cal t beaten 
of that age could show. Luropc, lortimale y for terse 
was, save in her south casta 1 end south westary comers, 
spared ihe futher hoor wich new be el Tuc. bor 
India ie cise and the terror of Lhe north-west passes 
continued as cver, 

Tor there are no Iesser words for the Litter we awl 
experience which India now st fered Vor neaily 500 yen, 
from 1000A,D to 1520A.D , India passed thiough tac val ev 

The Agony of the shadow of death thin alvhe |, to b 
of India? buel. [know cf no more awl al torg-cr wn 
agony mall tie sages of history than dhed thou, a wh oy 
poor unhappy Unndu Inca hac to oss Ciiing a ose tad 
years Like wolves dashing in amonsst a sheep lolo, 4 
hons springing upon helpless hen scLeows, Uhcr w idere une, 
in unending sticams, Pity, sovtow in abundance, we nay 
and must pout out upon the ewlul slory but whit other 
emotions shall we mingle wrt) these ? Shall we not almost 
mingle judginent with our pity ? The country Las apo nila- 
tion 820,000,000 strony to day,and perhaps had al that date 
half as many why should invades nunibered merely by the 
10,000 at times, and vately by the 100,000 have been able 
to march through India despoilmg, murccumg nud iobbing ? 
Should not a great nalional effort have] urled the mvaders 
back to the mountuns whence hey came t Ams, fncia 
of that age was ngl a nation nor a gloup O nations, 
it was a religion, as lo- day ibis two icyste is, ard 4 allay 
nation that ‘4s not ye .” , sind one feature of that rl mor 
was that il sel the purest above Ue sold er nti sumably 
Above hm, so that tie brains of Uhe nation we atinto the 
service of the church, and only the muscles 1 ito the anny. 
Ancient Tgypt fell for that same aeason, Mcdinval 
Kuope was m much the same casi, ther gh fertiunal dy 
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fo. us the hardy half heathen Trans hurled back the 
Wuab how seuth sianec, ard the half heavben Thmysuitias 
were the most doughty bulwa k of Europe agaist the 
Turk. The assailants of Indu fiom the north west will 
always be hardier physically the i the Indians ; the problem 
of her defcnee, agamst these hardy invaders, must ¢ hweys 
be a seriois matter ; she could only have countered the 
supertor plivsique of the myaders by superior seicnee, 
the seienee of the man of bram against the man of mascle ; 
but the serence of war seems to be onc science im which 
the Tmdu mlellect could achicve no tiiumphs. India, 
{so to speak, put her brains into ielig on, aid her'thinkers 
never really faced India’s real and most pressing problem ~ 
ike defence of the couut y» * Waen the danger cane, 
heiocs were found who did thei best, but it was a poor 
ineffectual best, and in consequence India from 1000 A.D, 
till the ads ent of the Enghsh way a vast unhappy Balkans, 
We m Europe so nearly unde1y ent the same date at the 
hands of the Arabs and ‘Tinks that we can casily sym- 
pathise. We did, however, make a supreme elfort, not only 
in defenec, but also at a united countci-attack in the 
form of the Ciusades and to that resistance suecosghu, 
thark God 15 due the diffcrence between Tmopcan and 
Indian istory. Islam entered urope 1200 years avo, 
and last year, by the capluiz of Constantinople, our 
age-loug resistance cutin ty aes culation, Ie cutesed 
India 900 years ago, and Tindus, unable to turn tt out, 
sinec it has entered every nook and cianny in the hody 
politic, must make the best of t. So we enjoy the fruils 


* The educated classes of India of en complam that too much 
money is spent on the amy. Indian history would justily 
even the most gencrousexpendi{uie. No rate of insurance 
can be too high to protcet India fiom the savagery of Central 
Asia which has so often toin her body in pieccs. 
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of what our ancestors do for us, i1 dec ls of valour, a 11 
deeds of cowardice , so shall ont ch Idren’s chulerea cn oy 
the fiuits of the work of the glorious dcad of 1911-1919 ; 
and so we hope will they in ther tun always amember 
that the.fiist mght and duty ol a meat people is- not an 
eight hous’ day, not fice trade, nol shikes or the right 
to strike, not even votes and self-govcammient, bet sclt- 
defence and the abilily to preserve one’s national char eter. 
istics from oycrthrow by the influx of forage cis. No 
country has ever paid more deuly than Indic for nes. 
Jecting the art of war. She put most of her bia ny into 
religion, and evolved no fiurtful idea nthe m litary ait 
from the time of Ayoka to the fst invavion of the Muham- 
madans. In 1000 A.D, as in 200 BC, “the vielory of 
kings depended upon elephants,” according to the crazy 
Hindu military theory. Jn 1000 A, as in 800 BC, 
India had to learn that it depended spon brains, orga- 
masation and darimg, But she never learnt the lesson, 
though of the last commodity she coulr, and did, produce 
ample quantity, 

What can T tell you of India’s five hundied yeas of 
helf? They came, they saw, they con quad, not 
much else, excep that they massaged, they rapec, they 

ravished, they robbed, they muicdercd, 
India’s Calvary they bunt, they lortiaed, they comm tld 

evary conceivable barbaruty wundar the sua, 
Tor, these early Muhammacan invadas were praichieally 
savages, though they had a vencer of Tslenue civilisation, 
You don’t eryilise a savage by making v Christus of Jiri 
You maely make Christianity a religion of say. yes, 
So these enly myadeis were none the 1s savage 
because they had adopted a aaiviliscd rel gion. In 
fact, it made them 1 more temble foe Lhan savages 
would have been, Barbatians overran Eurone. but the 
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Parthcnon,* that beautilul tanple of a pagan faith, still 
stands Barbanans overran Ind a, and what remains of the 
enormous number of anecnt and beaubfa temples which 
we know to have oveisprcad the land? Scareely one 
buek upon :uother! “There 1s one God and Muhimmad 
is Mis prophet .” was the war ery of the invaders ; all idols 
must be smashed; al temples must be burnt; and all 
idolaters must be sent to hcl. Thatis why the mvadeis 
burnt and smash d and killed even more than pagan 
out and out savages would have done. 

AL fist they were smmply and frankly muideaers and 
robbers Religion formed a yood exeuse; in reality 
they came for the money, bags and the diamonds. 
In 1001 4 D., Gune Mahmud of Gham 
thiough the Khyber Pass Jerpal, King of 
Lahon, faced lum biavely and was beaten, 
Jeipal, stung with disgiacs, mou rtec a fimeral pyre and 
burnt himself ahve. Tn such unpracthcal quixotry did 
the Iigh Rajput courage display self, Three years 
later, Mahmud, who had gone home, came again, Hall 
North Indta untled lo fight him, But the hill men, as ever, 
beat the plansmen. Bach again homeward went Mahriud, 
with 700 lbs weight of gold coins, and 150 Ibs. weight 
of pearls, diamonds and inbies, 

A fine trade this. idol smasher and diamond collector | 
So at least thought Mahmud, for again and again, twelve 
times m all, he 1avaged the land, cach time i.etunning wilh 
a record of idolaters slain and ummense riches, Numerous 
stories are told of his mids. In one place the gallant 
Rayputs inshed out to what they knew was certain death, 
while in the eily their women and children burnt themselves 


Mahmud the 
Idol-Bicaker 


* The temple of Pallas Athene, the Athenian goddess, which 
still stands in Athens after 2400 years. I{¢ sculptures me 
in the British Mugoum (the Elg n Maibles), 
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ahve Such was the first begining of than great “ ohar” 
or war-saciifice,* which m the trou led yous thi t Lollowed 
became so frequent The best known siory 5 thal of 
Somnath, the tunsple af the Maon-God, © ‘Lo Uns tanple 
on the shore of the sea cname Mahmud, Ignorant ora ims 
‘hom mland came to woiship hae, vid seany the bide 
nse and fall hcheved that the very sea itself worsmppcd 
the adel wrlhin, Thus shame, the aichest in Taha 
that was why Mahmud went Wiae wes worth a baite, 
so stiff resistance was met = =The Muhammadans wavered ; 
Mahmud leapt {tom his horse and prayed aloud for the 
help of Ged. With one wild cheer the Muhammadan host 
ralhed, charged, and laid 6000 Thndus dead at ten 
feet. Mahmud, his sons, and his nobles stiode ua Ue 
darkened temple towards the nol, Two thousand pre ts 
m attendance prostrated themselves and offered watold 
wealth, if he would only sparc the idol, “Spite the 
the idol? he cried, “TI wish to be known as Mahin d 
the idol breaker! Shall poster ty call me Mahnud tle 
idol seller 2” And he ordered the idol lo he smashed. 
One blow upon it, aid out rolled diamonds and aubis 
and pearls of greater valuc than the bbe 

Such weie the rads of Mahmud, the first missionniy 
of the new futh which India was now to know only 
too well. Though he annexcd the Panjab, he did uct 
conquer and iule India that was left to later m nanders, 
In 1176 A.D., when dIenry 1 was rulmye Hngland, cane 
Muhammad Ghori, who m sme expclitons to Indian 


* Thacustom by which, when a Rajput city was besieged, and 
could not avoid captme, the wives and Cildicn of the 
Raypuls buint themeclyes alive, while the mon made 
one last sortie and died on the spears of tia beslegois, ‘Tod's 
“Rajasthan ’ is the standard record of Rajput chivaly 
and valour, 


° 
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collected 1000 lbs, weight of diamonds wd rubies and 
peas. The trade of missionary to India was still a pav 
ing one. But now at last North Indi was danly roused, 
Under Prithwi Ry, the famous Rajpul ruler of Asmir and 
Dellu, all North India united to oppose the foc, On the 
fatal field of Taran, m 1192 A.D., Tmduism once for all 
went down before the Creseent. Tarain, north of Delhi, 
may be regarded as thezed grave-yard of Nindu nationality. 
At Tarai, once for all, was demonstrated the inferiority 
of the Hmdu to the Muhammadan im all that concemns 
the ait of war Enormous hosts, numerous alephants, 
glittermg rajahs each with Ins army, all these were as 
nothing agamst the science and yigoui of western strangers 
It was the same old story cnormous armies with clephants 
agamst small disciphned forces with mobile cavalry, 
And the small force won, as im India a small disciplined 
force has ulways won. Thndus never thoroughly mastered 
the ast of war, and so they lost thei: independence. 

» Yet on the fall of Prithwi Ray and lus army we, together 
with modern Hindus, may diop the tear of sympathy. 
Fo. Prithwi Raj and his Rayputs* deserved a better fate 
The Rajputs of India are hei knights of romance. ° The 
history of their 1ace gives us hundreds of glorious tales, 
tales of love and Lales of war, whieh val the most splendid 
of our tales of wopean chivalry in the middie ages, 
Listen to the tale of Prithwi Raj. Paithwi Ray was Rajah 
of Aymu and Delhi The Rajah of Kanavy in Oudh elamed 
the thione of Delhi too, Now it came to pase that the 
Rajah of Kanauj decided to hold a famous 


* The Rajputs were the Oghting and iuling caste of medimval 
Hindu India, just as the Brahinans were the priestly caste. 
They weie in some cases imdigenous, buf in some cases 
descended from Scythian and Hun séttloig, 
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ecremony.* whichmeant a claim to universal supremacy 
in India, Part of this ceremony was the choosng of a 
husband by his daughter. Now all whe took part in he 
ceremony m asthe of royal blood Sothe Rajah af Kin iny 
invited all the Rayahs of India, cxcept Prlhwi Ray, his rival 
“for Dellu And as he should have been there, his rival 
made an image of clay of Puithwi Ra, tnd se ut in the 
lowest job, that of dooi-keepe, theacby mee nang to inse lt 
him. And then out came Its daughter, Suryukta, 
into the arena, for the ceremony of choosing a hushand ; 
and she sped round the cowt, choosing between Uns one 
and that one of the assembled punees, And, scormag 
all, she went stiaizht up to the mage of clay, whieh stood 
in mockery for Prithwi Raj, and placed the gaia dof 
choice around rts neck = And whet Pritiw Ra head 
it, fired with love and passion, he came with Ins haces 
from, Delhi, and, ma five days’ rurung feht with her 
father’s retainers, earned he off lo Delhi and naar cd he. 
A pictty and glorious romanee but meantanc Muhun- 
mad Ghori and his fierce men of Lhe nor h were swoo mg 
down And it was Uns Puthw Ray Kraig of Delu, 
. who ed the host of Inca to repel the 
quattle of Tat ahn mvader With his 800,000 hose, 000 
elephants and a host of a fantiy, he ded 
the Ifndulostin the reat figh for Unidas Out. 
matched in diplomacy outmmitdhed mo gerein shi, ¢ 
was routed by tho smaller fowe * Phong hom the 
ficld to Delhi, he was ignommiow dy nundeied y lis Jit. 
ess burnt herself alive lo escape shame, and, he myades 
following on, Delhi was given over Lo devils in hinun 


* The ceremony of Sai-nan, which impicd a cdatm tor 
univetsal supicmacy and divine honow 
{ Battle of Tarain, 1102 A.D, 
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shape. The streets ran with [mdu blood and wer. choked 
with Hindu corpses, and fiom that day to this thet hardly 
tued city has had no more termble schooling 

And now beyan India’s real purgatory, for the mvadets 
stayed and did not ictuin to thew dlls, Muhamniad, it, 
s tive, went back, but contemptuously handed over Ins 
empue to a slave, Ths name was Kutb-ud-din, and hts 
name 1s still remembered for the pillar, 282 feel hugh, the 
pillar of victory, which he built m ruined Dell, and which 
is sll called the Kath Mmar It stands theie, onc of the 
most beautiful monuments extant m India, and all around 
it may be scer the ruins cf the walls of Prithwi Raj’s 
Dell. 

And now Ind.w Thea fda ecumpled ap. Bihar 

practically a vast Buddh st unis ersily—was overrun 

by a small force,* and the sane tale of macsacie 
and temple destiuction has to be told. It was the 
death-knell of Buddhism in India, smce, those Buddlust 
puiests who survived fled to Nepal and Tibet, To-day 
there 15 searccly a Buddhist in India proper. As an 
oiganised religion Buddhism perished, as far as India 
was concerned. Buddhism 3s a religion of peace. “ ‘Thou 
shalt not kill.” ILence it was a ludicrously easy conquest, 
200 hoisemen captured the chief fort in Bihar. Bengal 
was even caer 18 troopenst caplucd the ¢ rp tal, 
Nadim. Bengal fell bereath Muhammada* rule m che 
yeygn of Kuth-ud-din, and never eseaped it till the British 
rescued her, by a victory almost as casy as that of Nadia, 


* Under Muhammad hilfi a general of Muth -ud-dir. 

{ Led by Muhammad Khilp. Te expelled the Sen dynasty 
of Bengal, and created a Muhammadan proyinaal govorn- 
ment on the ruins of their admuinistiation, 1199 A.D, 
This was practically replaced by the British in 1765 A.D., 
one foreign ruler being 1oplased by another. 
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So Kutb ud-dim founded the Sliwe Dynasty of Delhi 
which ruled all Unndustan, and steady, wader Une prelext 
of religious zeal, destroyed the cavilsalion of norlheun 
India. Tor Umdu India’s 1 ligion, and what it poduccs, 
is her ciyilisation, and the invadas set themselves, as 
fai as possible, Lo destroy it on the giound that i was 
idolatrous. In ieality, with all thew geal for ichgion, 
these caly Muhammeadan invaders were sav ge [matics 
Of Kutb-ud dm, 3t was said that his slaughters woe by 
hundieds of thousands ‘They built some wonderful 
buildings, 1t1s tiue, such as the Kut) Mina: but the 
work was the work of Hindu crafismen, and in rcality 
involved artistic loss to India, smee the material of des 
troyed temp.es was used in thei: consirw tion, 27 des 
troyed temples went to the building of the Kuth-Minar. 
So were the arlists of India compclled to build thar shame) 
into thew enemy’s tower of tnumph. But so beautilul 
is it that rf has become their tower of glory.* 

So poor despoiled India beearae the prey of slaves 
and savages. 

The Slave Dynasty cided, and another, not mach 
betler, took rts place This will be ear fiom a statement 
of the pohey of Ale ud dim, who reigned m 1800 AD. 
Th ordered his advisers to diaw up icles for “prmnding 
down the Thndus, and fot depreving them al that wealth 
and property, which fosters disafleetion and raicttiou 
And well he ented them oul, Tom Deogin alone he 
stole 2400 pounds weight of pearls. No Lndu, it was 
said “could hold up Ins head, and m thei houses no ayn 
of gold or silver, or of any superflnly was to be scone” 
The latter 1s still a characteristic of the Ho ndus. Centuaies 
of oppression have so impressed them wilh the danger of 


* Mr Vincent Smith's Oa ford History of India, p. 228, 
+ bid, p. 284. 
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appearing to be rich that it 1s oflen impossible to tell 
a.ich man fiom a poor man by any outward sign 

Take again Muhammad Taghlek, one of the most 
savage men who eve: sat upcn a throne He ordered 
the capital to be changed from Delhi to, Deogrri, 
and forbade anyone to remain in Delhi 
after three days. A bhnd man and a 
paialytie were found in the streets, 
The paralytic was ordcicd to be shot away fiom a catapult ; 
the blind man was oidered to be diagged Lom Delhi 
to Deogirl, a distance of forty days’ march., Ile fell 
to pieces durmg the journey and only one of his legs 
reached its destination. As a consequence of Tughlak’s 
orde1s, Delhi was deserted, and not a cat or a dog remamed. 
Thousands penshed an the course of their enforced Journey. 
Tere 1s another mstance of his barbauty, Ths nephew* 
rebelled. ‘They bound his legs and tied Ins arms to his 
neck, and so conducted lim to the Sultan......De 
ordered him to be skinned alive, and as Ins skin was torn 
off, ns flesh was cooked with 1 ce. Some was sent to hiy 
childien and his wife, and the remainder was put into a 
great dish and given to the elephants to cat, but they 
would not touch it, The Sultan ordered lus skin to he 
stuffed with straw, and Lo be exlubited about Lhe country,” 
The Governor of Sind, receiving the hoitible objeut. had 
it buint Muhammad Tughblak had him lulled, and 
flayed altve an official who supported him, 

Such was the monarch to whom India’s destimes 
weie now committed. The country went ultaly to ruin. 
Everyone was 1educcd to beggary. Ile even hunted his 
subjects, as a sportsman hunts tigers. It 1s slated that 
once “he led forth his army to 1avage Hindustan, Mle 


Muhammad 
Tughlak 


* Baha-ud-din, his sister’s son. 
+ Mr, Vincent Smith's Oxford Hastory of India, p. 241, 
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laid the country waste fom Kananj to Dalman (im Oudh), 
and every person that tell into hns hands he slew. Many 
of the inhabriants fled, und took refuye in th yunles, 
but the Sultan had the yungles sumoatndcd, and ovary 
individual that was capturerl was killcd2’* Lt was good 
spoit, the hunting o Ilmdus ! 

Such wesc the sorrows of India m the middle of the 74Uh 
centizy Let us pass on, 

Not yet was India’s cup of miscry full. Lhe 400 
years fiom 1000 to 1898 AD. had been bad cough n 
very truth, so bad thal from that day Lo this the one 
ery of horror which siiikes temo: mto Indian hots 1s 
that cry of “The ‘Toorkh,” ‘Che Toorkh,” which heralded 
the approach ol a knot of savage horseman across the 
plam.f For these carly Muhammadan savi ges wore 
Turks, a bianch of that same race which for so long 
threatcncd Murope. Lust and West the Tuk cepted 
Islam, bul the civilisn y influence of Islami culture 
left lnm almost unaffected fy India he ruled, as he has 
1uled in Lurope, by massacre. Alter the Tunla Slave 
Kings came others equally savage, ‘Taitars or Afjhans. 
Butjnow came one even worse than tlesc, the Mongol, 
And onee again ite north-west passes poured forth upon 
Tndia @ iavaging murdering hast of saveges Andi against 
they, the Muhammadan rulers of India, wacther ‘huok 
or Afghan, could nol provide Unit mam ustifiention 
of empire, namely, protection, The watchdog had 
ravaged us own shecp, and when the wolf came, could 
not or would nol save them. 


* M1. Vincent Smith s Oxford History of India, p 2 0-244, 

t Perhaps all that the vast number of gnorant villages 
knew ebont the Mutinies of 1857 was that the Toorkh 
had como again”. See Mis. Stool’s Indte through the 
Ages, p. 128, 
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Timur the Mongol, or Tamerlane,* captiued Delhi 
in 1898 and was proclaimed kmg. 100,000 prisoners 
were slam in cold blood. The aty was pillaged for 

‘imur the five days, till the streets weie choked 
Mongol. withdead. Thnim a aty of the dead, 
Timur oltered up to God in the new marble mosque 
“dus sincere aud humble tribute of zrateful praise Jor Ins 
victory,” in the spirit of the ole rhyme of 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow ; 
Thee thousand French nen sent below. 

Then after commitimg massacres unspeakable in 
which millions perished, he contemptuously abandoned 
the empnie which he had won He Ictt India, maddened 
with fear and gucf, depopulated, despairing, hopeless, 
ruined For 86 yeais she had no government at all. 
As Mrs, Steel puts it, ‘a whole generation had to pass 
away before men could he found with hope enough to 
face the future ;”’t and when tiey did 1ouse themselves, 
it was merely another: weak Muhammudan dynasty§ which 
established itsef at Dellu, North India remained half 
desolate, weak and distracted, AH hope had Jeft the 
Ilindus, and they attempted and aeheved nothing .con- 
stiuetive in this crisis of their fale Save for a few Rajputs 
in Rayputana, the spirit had gone out of them, Only 
Muhammnadans were found wit 1 vigow cnough Lo iry to 
reconstruct the kingdom of Delhi And when 1¢-con- 
structed, it was but a pelly sovereignty. 

Meantime in South India, tle Tindus, not yet crushed 


* Timur the Lame. ‘Tameilane is the ordinary Lnglish of his 
name. 

+ I borrow this touch, with several otheis elsewhere, from M18, 
Steel’s ‘India through the Ages (p 127) 

f ibid, p 128. 

§ The Sayyids (1414—50), followed by the Lodis (1450-1626). 
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by the Muhammadans, constructed a powerlul cmpne 
as & deface: ogg Mussalmin pg rcse 

South-India— gion. L'or 1886 0 1565 AD. a gieal 
PRG, bulwark or Hindu kingdom, clic] Viyays nagur,* 
stoutly resisted the Cneoachments cf the 

devotces of Islam, who conunually pressed Uhom. Tt 
was a iemaikable half-civiliscd, hud barbarous kingdom, 
but fo1 Une time being, served 1s purpos. The capital 
was sraty miles round, and of gical magni iccncc. ‘The 
king, carly m the Vth ecntury way the most powefal 
monaich mm India Ile is said to have had 12000 wtves, 
(rather more than even Solomon’s hhaal wowancc), of 
whom 2000 had to buin themsclycs alive when he died. 
The army contained nealy # million men, nclad.ng 551 
elephants Like all Hindu armies, it wes unwieldy and 
mefficient. Such as it was, wealthy, barbaa’c, and searccly 
deserving to continue, it was for 200 years the last powar- 
ful bulwark of Hinduism in India, ‘The North had gone 
in the thirtcenth century , the South lasted longer, owing 
to the weakness of the Muhammadin kmgdom: of the 
Deccan which attacked 1t And wel the Soulh needed 
somg bulwark of Umduism against Islamic foreigners, 
For comparatively weak Lhough Lhe Muhammadan Jangs 
of the south were, they were, if anyth ng,cven more awiul 
in their savagery. Of Mahomed Shel, a Muh: imacan 
king of the Deccan, il is said that he “sent 660,000 un- 
believers io hell.” In dact these Muhammadan soverogns 
of the South were like bulls loose in achma shop, o1 Lather 
tigers let loose in a babies’ home. Leaving aside them 


{4 Beejanugger, in old Dnglish books 
* The wall known rite of Sati (Sut{ec), in accordance with 
which Hindu widows oiten burned themselves on then dead 
husband's funeral pyre, wntil forbidden by Lord Beutinck 
in 1829 A.D. 
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massacres, judge the Muhammadan kings of the Deccan 
by then record Of fourteen who re-gned fiom 1847 Lo 
1518, Jour were murdered , two othe: were deposed and 
murdered, some were drunk*n debauehecs : nearly all 
were bloodthnsty fanatics, who regarded the killing of a 
Pindu as a deed pleasing fo God = Never was there a more 
cogent piool of the inhacnt political and miliary meapa- 
ety of the medieval Thndu than the fact that the great 
Jimdu confederacy of South India, which was ruled by 
Vijayanagar could not resist this mob of disorderly fana 
ties. It did ils little mefiectual hest. But nally it went 
down before the umted attack of the Muhammadans of 
South India. The fteld of Tahkota, 1565, A D, 11 ks 
wath that of Te rari in 1192 asa graveyard 
Scena praes of Timdu political hopes. Aller that 
ard of Hindu date the Indus as a people, execpt in 
atlonality the case ol the Marathas, retuned altogethar 
A altogether 
from the chess board of Indian high politics, except as 
fai as individuals weie concerned =Dchi remained, as a 
Muhammadan, and later a Butish, capital. Vijayanagar 
is a mighty waste of iuins, and has never recovercd fiom 
the destiuction of 1565. In the south, as also in lj. 
putana and elsewhere, small Hindu kingdoms continued 
to exist, and exist to this day, under Builish protcetion 3* 
but from 1565 onward Muhammadan miluenee was 
supteme, m the youth as wel as in the north, + oh 
and south, the Tindus had to yield {he ficld of polities 
and wal. 
Meantime what of the north? Noith India’s long 
500 years of agony wete at length drawing Lo a temporary 
close. There was no question of IImdu re assertion ; 


* The Rajah of Chande:giri, the repiosontative—though much 
tliminished—of the Monaichs of Vijayanagai, rented the site 
of Madras to the Last India Company in 1640. 


THE WAXING OF THE CRESCENT 57 


too many of her bravest and bist famuhes had been 
slaughtered or dishonouncd ; there was no spul eft in 
the northern Hindu people, save uo the fistnisses of 
Rajputana ; but Delhi was now to reecive as her was 
a line of kmgs who with all then faults woe vil sed 
human beings and not ferouous savages, The Great 
Mogul* was eboul Lo enter the stage 
Who was the Great Mogul, the moniich who was 
ruling India when Enghshmen fist came to Inca ? There 
was in 1626 a King of Kabul, named Babur. He was 
. the great gicat mandson of Timi the 
woeet Great Teruble, who had ravaged India me 1898, 
one of that fearful race C1 savages who unc 
in the middle ages out of thar perpetual rese rvoit of human 
savagery, Northcin Asia — He was descended alse from 
that other savage, Chengiz Khan. Chengiz Khan wes a 
chief of the imbes of Mongolia who, about 1200 A D., 
conqueied China, allCentaal Asia, and Russia, aeating an 
empire as large as that of the 1cc ent Russian Lmpne,e sto ad 
ing fiom the Pacifie to the Black Sea Tle wis the mosh 
awful murderer and encmy of the human iace thal ever 
hvod His victims were probably Len or twenty mall ons. 
His greatest rival as regards the amount of ammiu om ary 
he caused is pethaps thc ex Kmperor Wilhelin of Gaim ny, 
who probably also eausce the death cf ex mdhot men, 
and, indirectly, of as many women and childien, Unda 
fortunately was spaied a visil fiom Chengiz Khan, but, 
though 14 1s 700 years ago, the countries which lie bo the 


* Mogul—a form of the word Mongol, aq applid to (he 
Turko-Mongals who enieved India from the norlh-wout 

{ In the Bolshevik madness, Jislory 1 oaly scpeatme itself, 
Northern Asia, meluding Buropean Russia, which is ieally 
Asiatic, once again attimpts to pour savage hordes upor 
the civilised lands to the South. 
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noith of Persia have not even yet recovered from his 
ravages. But Timur, Ins descendant,who also hud Tuk 
blood m ins veins, came, as we have scen, and commited 
all the horio1s that, 150 yes before, India had escaped 
through the fadlure of Chengiz Khan to turn his steps in 
her direction Jom such men was Babur, thé Mongol 
King of Kabul deseended, and India, which in 1526 he 
was about to invade once more though those baleful 
north-west passes—might well tremble, 

Foutunatcly India’s cup of sorrow was lor the time 
bemy destined to hold no morc, “Babur was no mere 
savage, but a hardy civilised soldic. who strikes us as 
one of the first real human beings whom we have met m 
all the sickening story of Incie’s middle ages. Above 
all he came not to plunder and ravage, but to construct, 
THe meant to become King of India, a real king, givmg 
her stable government of which she, in her ruined and 
distracted stale, stood so much in need, And what 
India most wanted in 1526 was someone who would rule 
her it did not matter who, provided he would give her 
peace in place of anaichy.* 

With 12,000 men he matched Lo Pellu, defeated dhe 
Afghan king of that place, at Panipat, and became 
Impeiror of India It did not matier that the King of 
Delhi hid 100,000 men and 100 elephants. Babut won 
for two icasons. Ie haa ait llery, the first ever used 
in India ; while he used the same manceuvre as Alexander 
neaily 2000 years before, a bold cavalry charge round the 


* When the Indian rajahs saw that, Babur came not as a moe 
plunderer, but to create an empire, many jomed him. It 
was in {he same spirit that many Indians rallied Lo the Bast 
India Company, when they saw it meant to give India 
government and oider. Peace was worth while in India 
in 1800 as in 1500, at any price. 
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enemy’s flanks on to his car, Before evening Iniahim, 
King of Dell, lay dead o* the ficld with 15,000 Gf his men. 

This was the first beginning of the Empne of the 
Great Mogul, of whose name all culy Unghsh books 
about India me full. 

What was Babu hke? L saxt above that he was 
the fist human being we meet wm Uns lone story 

Babur the of medieval savages Tortumalcly we 
Diunkardtuned know him well, smu he kept a diay, 
toe-totaller., which we can read, 

Now, this diary 1s onc of the most mteresting hooks 
ever written and ieveals Babur’s character, almost as if 
we had met lim. For mstance Babu, whenever he 
talks about his dranking habits 1s nvanably scl-revealina. 
Drunkenness, and wine-drnking wc entirely forbidden 
by the Koran, but 11 happened that rt was the national 
weakness of the Moguls, which even their conversion to 
Muhammadanism could not cure. So Babur telly us a 
good deal of ns wine-drinkang exploits. Listen to {lus - 

“Next day I mounted to tuke u ride, and afterwards 
going on board a boul, we had a dunking bout. We 
comunued dunking spuils im the boat till bedtime prayers, 
when, completely drunk, we mountcd, and taking torches 
in our hands, came at full gullop bacs to the enump from 
the river side, fallmy sometimes on one side of the harac, 
and sometimes on the other. Io wks asc ubly drunk, 
and nexl morning, when they told me of our having 
galloped mto the cump with Sighted loiches in our hands, 
I had not the slightest recolleclion of the circumslanecs. 
After coming home I vonuted plentifully,” * 

Take another passage: “ We stayed five or six days 
in the orange gaden. As I mtended, when {oily years 


* Babur s Memoirs, translated by ‘Talbot p. 160. 
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old, to absiain from wine, and as I now wanted some 
what less than one yees of being forty, I diank wine most 
copiously ”’, * 

Towever forty came, and Babu still continued to 
dink wine. At last his conscience smote him, When 
he was foity four, he had to fight the Thnth? Rajput 
confederacy, under Rana Sangi, who had 80,000 cavalry, 
It was the one great attempt of Ilinduism to 1¢ assert 
uself in the north, smee Taiam. Babuw’s army was 
dispirited, and Babur feared the worst. Te decided to 
make some really great sacrifice, to obimn the mercy of 
God He took the pledge Let him tell it m ius own 
words 

“On Monday, the 2810 of Jemadi ul Awal, Flea 
mounted to survey my posts, and m the course of my 
ride, was seriously struck with the reflexion that Td. d 
always resolved, one time ot other, to make an eflectual 
repentance, and that some trace of a hankering after the 
renunciation of forbidden woiks had ever remaimcd m 
my heatt, I said to myself, ‘O my soul Tlow long wilt 
thou continue to take pleasure mm Sin? Repentance 14 not 
unpalatable, Taste it Having sent for the gold and 
silver goblots and cups, with all the other wiensis used 
for drmking parties, I chrceted them lo be broken, 
and 1enounced the use of wine, purilying my mind.... 
cee That night uwd+ the following, murabos of Anus 
and courtiers to the numbet of nearly 800 men, made 
vows of 1eformation. The wme which we had brought 
with us we powied on the ground ”.f 

Such was the great signing of the pledge which preceded 
Babur’s victory over Rana Sanga, which showed once 


* Babui's Memoirs, translated by Talbot, pp. 167-168 
} Ibid. pp. 203-204, 
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again that Indus could never resis. the invaders from 
the north-west. 

Having studicd his conscicnce af first hand, Ics 
regard other aspects of the conque‘oi, the fsb Gicat 
Mogul. Je notes in his dimy, a ycar below he died 
in 1520, 

“J swam across the mvei Ganges for amusement. T 
counted my strokes, and found Lhat I swam ove: in 48 
strokes, I then took biuath, and swam back fo The 
other side. I had crossed by swimming every 1 ver 
between, Kabul and Agra.?* I fancy it must have becn 
very low water mn the Ganges at the time 

Babur, besides heing a hardy soldier, was a poet in 
Persian, and a prose-writer and poet n Lurk. Lic was 
quite an edueated man, as we sec hon a letla he wrote 
to Ins son. IIe says * 

“In ecomphance with my wishes you have inlecd, 
written me letters, but you certainly never wad them 
over, for had you attempted to read Lhem, you must 
have found it umpossible. Your last efter is confused 
and e1abbed. Your spellmyz is not bad, bul not quite 
eoureci, . ....Jn consequence of the far-fetched worcs 
you have used, the meanmg 1s by no meens intellynble. 
You fal ¢luefly because you have loo gical a desne lo 
show your acquirements, Kor the  iuture waite une 
allcetedly, wth clear icss, usmg plain woids, wich would 
cost ess trouble bath to the waster arc acader,*f 

Such was the man, schoolmastcx, joel, man ot leftcts 
aid soldier, whu now ‘ounded the cynisly which was. 
to give India comparative peace for 160 years Tn 1526 


* Babur’s Memovrs, translated hy Talbot p 211 

+ The language of the medimval Tks similar to, though 
not the same as, modern Turkish 

t Babur’s Memours, translated by Talbot p. 208. 
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India’s long purgatory was temporarily at an end. And 
it was high time. Tor durtng her five hundred years 
of misery, India had progiessed far on the road to deervil- 
isation In 1526 Babur wrote of India 1s follows + 
“ Hindustan is a country that has few pleasures to 
recommend it The people arc not handsome; they 
have no idea of the chaums of (riendly socuty, of fankly 
mixing together, or of famthar micicourse, They have 
no genius, no comprehension of mnd, no politeness of 
manner, no kindness o: fellow fcchi g, no mgennity or 
mechanical mvention m plannmg or executing theii 
handieraft works, no skill or knowledge in design or 
aichilecture, they have no good horses, no good flesh, 
no giapes, or mnusk melons, no good frurts, no iec or cold 
water, no good food, or bread im the r bazaars, no baths, 
no colleges, no torches, not even a candlestick ”. 4 
Some of this 15 truc to day and always hus been ; 
but much of 1t would not have beeu true of the India of 
1000 A, D., and is not true now in 1920 A.D. India had 
japidly degenerated during the last five htundied years. 
You cannot send ‘“idolaters” to hell by the 100,000 evcary 
few yeais, and expect them to maintain a high ewilisation, 
Now, at last, anyhow, India had u chance to recover. 
Humayun, Akbar, Jahangnu. Shah Jehan, and Aurangsib 
followed each other between 1680 and 1707 A TD Turing 
Boginnings of that period, with occasional exceptions, 
Hindu-Mussal- India had peace at last And more than 
ae ional eae that Tor gical part of the time Uindus. 
as such, ceased to be oppressed. Tor 
centuries, a tax called “ yizia”? had caisted payable only 
by those who wete not Muhammadans. As a result of 
{this tax large numbeis of Ihudus, eucfly of the lower 


*“ Memowrs of Babin,” translated ky Talhot p. 190. 
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castes, accepted Islam to cocape payment, and this “s the 
ongm of a considerable proportion of the 70,000,000 
Muhammadans m India to-day But now a more cn- 
lightened dynasty remitted the tax Tht 1 to say, 
Hindus were at last aceepled ay more 01 Tess fellow-st bye ts 
with Muhammadans, and not as en inferior race deservmg: 
only to be “sent to hell.” Phe Liampne of the Grert 
Mogul, hke the Bi tish Rmpiie, was not Lornded, 1m ils 
best pertod, on the power of the swore only. Tt gave 
Tiindus an honourable share in the affias of the Bmypie, 
and so dew much of ils strength from them. ‘The power 
of the «word was there, and Akbar and the ast wae 
never loth to use it But Akbar, ond in lesy degree 
Jahangr and Shah Jehan, relied cons derahly on Rayput 
support of his throne. Akbar cbolished special tixcs on 
Hindus, and married Tmdu pr necsns, no attempt was 
made to force the yicat Tindu chicts to bocome M tham 
madan , while gicat Rajput punces vad other nobles wer 
given high exccutive posts 11 the KBmpuc In other 
woids Mogul India im its best period was based ona 
anited India; and unicd India romaincd anted aad 
strong until he fanave Aurangab ur cid the work of his 
greal randiather Akbar and once egain alionated Une 
proud Windu ehic{tains 
But my lecture to day Coes not extond so tor as 
Aurangab Eduect your allenvon to Ushar, Une gir ntest 
ol the Moguls, he man who, with Asoka shares the c istine. 
Akbar — tho “0 of being he most attractive sovercign 
great = = Indian who ever sat on the lene of India, 
Patriot De deserves a leelure alto himsclt, but 
time does not permit Akbar ib 15 who has the glory of 
being the first great Indian palmot since 1000 A.1), Since 
that date there had been m the country » Muhammadan 
patiiotism and a Hindu patriotism, but where was the 
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patiotiom which says “my comity first, my 1cligion 
second 7% It did not extet, st took a genius Ike Akbar 
touventit.* And yet it was patent to all that the only 
hope of India was union and harmony between the Tindu 
and Muhammadan And so, though he remorselessly 
erushed all, Uhadu ot Muhammadan, who resisted his 
will, he tied to .ally Tlindu and Muhammadau around 
his thidne, and to cicate harmony between the two antas 
gomstic communities, as the sole hope of a prosperous 
India. And so 1t was And so 1t 1s to this very day, 

And more than this, he ventured upon the thoy 
path of rehgious change =‘Then as now, 1¢ehgion was the 
chicf barner between the two peoples nm India, the Muham 
mudany and Ihndus. Could he not construct a common 
rehgion which all might accept 2? Akbar knew the Thudu 
rebgion well, for he had a Indu wife ; and he was aware, 
asso few Muhammadans were aware, and as few Luropeans 
to this day 1ealse, that, shorn of certain monstrosities 
which are not really part of the ereed at all, Thnduism 
is a religion well fitted to satisfy the needs of a civilised 
people Could he not ge Muhammadan and Ihndu 
dogethei, and gel them to agice on a common basis ? 
So he collected Muhammadan doctors, and Biahman 
puests, and Jesuit fathers fiom Goa, and at Fatehpur 
Stkri listened to then debates Ull he was able to evolve 
a new ichgion Qithodox Muhammadins did nou Uke 
it, but he e1ushed ther opposition by deehuing himscli 
head of the Muhammadan Chureh m India, exactly as 
at the same time Elizabeth was declaring herself supieme 


* Glizabcth was accomplishing {le same task for Ongland at 
exactly the same fame. She converted zeal for Rome o 
zead for Luther and Calvin (Protestantism), into a flanie ol 
devotion for England, irvtespective of icligion, which found 
its fruition in the victory over the Spanish Armada. 
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governor of the Loglish Ciind * Rut saucy any 
Tindu jomned the now aith, end Mun mmad: is re wun 
incurably hostile, Akhbaa’s dream fuled of rea sated. 
Tle dicamt of a united India, vee frome wert zp cree ds, 
all woustupp ag God in unison, all Lvmg lor onc obec 

only, the glory of India, But alter all, tl was, and 
remained, only a dream + And ul never-could have boca 
moie, for men do not accept ready made rchpions. 

But we obiain a glimpse of the gieatnoss of Ue 
conception fiom the tines of Abul Vazl, his Iriend, 
written for inscrtion on a temple wall 1. 
Cashmeic. 


“Oh God, in every temple I sce people who seck 
Thee ; in every language I hear spoken, people praise Thea. 

“Polytheism and Islam fect after Thee; cach stys 
Thou ait One, w thout a second, 

“Ifat be a mosque, men mumu the hely prayer, 
if it be a church, they ring the hells frem love of Thee, 

“Sometimes I frequent the clowicr, somel mes the 

_ mosque ; but Thee T seck trom temple vo temple. 

«Thine elect havyno dealings wila hetesy or orlie- 
dloxy 3 nether stands behind the scrccn of Tey ba th 

* Tercsy Lo the Heretic, Orthodoxy lo the Orthodox 
But the Rose petul’s dust bdongs to he Perfume slay 
heatt.” | 


Think of it Such loluia ron, sich reasoieblencss, 
4 


Akbar’s Dream. 


* Tn Dngland be ore the teformatiorth Pop was Gh head of 
the Church, 7 tt as all Indian Muhamn acaryacko whe ya 
foreign soveserga, the Sultan of ‘ urkey,estlerayp itvel 
head = Akbar faned, Ghaabeth suesecdcd, it muki Ul 
church a national one, acknowlod,my, tie hing (> quecn) ay 
its head, 

Yee Tennyson s poem Akbar s Dream * 
See Lane-Poole’s ‘Blediaeval India, Ty 277. 
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such sympathy with various forms of relig on m the 16th 
eentury m India In Indtw there 15 nothmg like it 
till we gct back to Asoka. In Turope at this very time 
Protestants were bem burnt alive because they were 
not Roman Catholics.* And what pity on pity it was 
that it accomphshcd nothmg! But it was a thousand 
years too soon, and nothing came of it. 

It was the one possible chance that India had of 
escaping the need of the Imghsh, Add it was an fact 
in Akbar’s re'g1 that ngltshmen fist came to India, 
when the gieat eoxpament was im progress «And at 
was the failure of the dicam of Akbas to mater alise which 
enstied that these fiist humble petitioners for tiade, 
or thet suceessors, would stay, and stay not as humble 
petitioits only, but as the destined successois of the 
Mogul himself. * 

Let us go back a while. Lmope, which had been 
eut off from India for over a thousand years by the 
vise of the Muhammadan kingdoms im the Middle East, 

was about to come in contacl with it once 
iis Sontaot more. Marco Poly, the Venetian, travell- 

ed oveiland to India in the last *half 
of the 18th century, and from nm Ewopeans gol an im- 
mense desire to reach this wonderful countiy of India. 
But no one knew how to get there, The route by land 
was knuwn but excessively dangerous, lying ay it did 
through the lands of Muhammadans- who despised and 
hated infidels and Chusltans, People began to think 
there must be a way by sea there, At last in 1498 the 


* For astalement of the way in whieh sixteenth century 
Christaanity came within the province of Akbar sea my hook 
Travellos in India” pp. 90 9 
{ Mr Vincent Smith s ‘Akbar’ is he standmd work on the 
historv of tins monarch. 
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Portuguese Vaseo di Gama found 1 by gomeg ronnd the 
Cape of Good Tope. Colimbns, under Spanish ar spices 
also tued to find ® way there, but It Amana. The 
thought it was India and ealled il the West Didies t* 
Vasco da.Gama sailed mto Uhe harbour of Caliaut, whoa 
up came a man who said to him m Spanish, “ How the 
devil did you get here?” “ We were much spr sed,” 
savs one of those 01 board, “ at hear ng our own Linguage 
so far Lom home.” Tt was an aaah, bne of Lhose who had 
long been accustomed to sail for com nereml — prposes 
from the coast of Wgypt on the Red Sca to the coust of 
India, and had also tiaded to Span Mcantinc the 
Spamsh discovered the Western rate trough Mage lan’s 
Straits, in 1622 Now the ideas of those times were | 
peculiar, If a nation d seovercd a roule to India, it was 
that nation’s route, and no one m ghl use i except with 
their permission. So the Pope daced The Portugucse, 
therefore, began to trade with India by thew route by the 
Cape. They settled in places all round tie Hastera cousts 
hke Ormuz in the Persian Gulf, Goa, Malacca, Uug i m 
Bengal, Chittagong and Macao, and began a tiade which 
gave them enormous profits. Now the people of Luope 
had become rather fond of things like peppcr and doves and 
cinnamon and so on, and Lhe Poxluguese bemy the ony 
people who canld supply these, hegaa to profcer. Now 
the Enghsh and the Duteh end the Trench — heygan to 
object to these high prices. Bestdes that, they wanted 
to share m the huge profits of Lhe new tra le with the Last. 
So they said. “Well, we can’t yo by the Cape or 


+ As a result of {his error, coppor-coloured American aborigines 
inN andS, America, who havo nothir ¢ whali ver (o do with 
India, arc called American 7nd sy, Weimight just as well 
call Clunese by thename of Asialic Spamia ds! 1 would be 
just as silly, but no sillier. 


. 
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Migellm ’s Straits, bat there must be other wivs of 
getting tha.” So they tued oiher ways of getting there, 
Laglisa expeditions sailed up round Noth Cimada aid 
North Russia trying to yet to India till they nearly hit 
the North Pole, and had to come back. But to this very 
day the scas of Canada bear names such as Balla Bay, 
Hudso: Bay, Lrolisher Bay, to 1am td us that heros 
of the name of Baflin, Hudson and Liobisher Lied to 
find a way to India ott North Ameren. At last hey 
realiscd that the Portuguese and the Spaniards held the 
only two available ioutes. (‘Ihe Suez Caral- did not 
exist then) So they decided to adopt 

“The zood old law, the simple plan 

That he should take who has the power, 

And he should keep who can ” 
U the Portuguese and the Spaniaids had the only suitable 
routes, $0 mich the worse for the Portuguese and the 
Spamards ! In 1577 80 Diake s uled round the world, there 
by using both routes, though In did not actually visit India, 
The Spanish and the Portuguese called him a pirate, and 
would have hanged hun if they had caught him, but 
instead, he got home safely, and Jlizabeth gi ve him*what 
we may call the K. BOL, Sle made hima Knight for 
valuable and valoious service to Is country, exactly as 
the Ross Smuths were knighlcd by King George for fyi ig 
to Australia, Alter that, Englishmen cnd Dulc men 
too deeded to go there regulmlye and open a trade. 
And so they did. Tf the Dutehmen or the Englishmen 
weie found by the Rortuguese or the Spaniaids anywhere 
in the Pacific or the Indian Ocean, a battle took place, 
But there we1en’t many battles as the staength on the sca 
of the Spanish and the Poituguese was pretty well smashed 
by Drake and the rest of those giand old Iélizabethans 
an the battle of the Spanish Armada in 1588, So remem. 
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her always that the defeat of the Armada not only saved 
England from becoming a Spanish colony: 1 t so mide 
it possible for Knglishmen, and Dutchn en too, lo use the 
routes to India which the Spanish aad the Ponta icse 
had diseovercd, with the result that you arc in Tica 
to day 
But the first Unghshmen who reached India were 
not those who went thae in violation of Porttyuese or 
Spamsh xights to the seasroule Thomas Stephens, a 
padre, is the name of the mm who 
histo has the honow of berg the ins 
Englishman to see Indu. Tle went to 
Goa in a Portuguese slup as Roman Catholic Rector of 
the Jesuits’ College in Salsette We still have the Icttars 
which he wrote to hrs father im Wigland 
The second was Master Ralph 14 ch, merchant of 
London, With two athens, Newbery and Lecdes, he 
travelled va Turkey overland to the Pers an Gulf aad 
sailed from there to Goa, where all three wore thrown 
mito pmson by the Portuguese Good Father Stephens 
helped to get them out, and they wen on to Agia aud 
saw Akbar there To Jum in 1585 they gave al tler* 
they bore from Quecn Hlivaocth, addressed to“ Yalbibdiy 
Echebar, Wing of Cambaya, Invinctole bmpera.” King 
of Cambaya, a sinle Pol in Western Tide. Te twas 
all Enghshmen knew ¢ the ged Mogi, before they 
beat the Aumeda.. Tu the letter slo asked of Akbar 
nothing but lo tical than well, whieh he did Leedes 
became a eweller mm Akbar’s service, Newbory a she p- 
keeper m Goa Litch went on to Patia, to Ue ghia 
Bengal, to Burma and Ccylon, finally relinning i 1597 


Tor the letter, see Mis. Steels Ind @ through the Ages,’ 
p 185 
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fo London though Mcsopolanua. The tales he told 
greatly stimulated Ung! shnin to vet. the dumirnious 
of the Great Mogul, and ti ide there.* 

hen came John Mildenhall in 1608 with another 
Jetter hom the Queen, this t me asking for Linghish rights 
of trade in India, But the Portugucse at his court told 
Akbar that the Lngl sh were a nation of thieves, Stull 
Akbar was prepared to accept, when Mildenhall made 
the aslounding request that he would permit the English 
to fight the Portuguese in his dominions. No wonder 
Akbar bummed and hawed Tow should we lke an 
embassy fiom China, asking, us to permit Chinamen and 
Japanese to fight m the stieets of Caleutta? So John 
Milder) sumed nttle out of AKbar. 

Akbar dicd n (603, soon alter his great contem- 
porary Elivabeth, and Jahangn would-gaasper  (botlle 
graspeit would have been a more snitable title) sat on 

William Haw- Js throne inAgin And to his court, wa 
kins and the Surat, in 1609 came Wilham Ilawkins, or 
Mogul Achins, as th: name of the gicat sailor 
family of that name was pronounced. And Jahangir 
fell m love with the b uff Higlish sailor, aud madt lim 
a Khan, und gaye hm 48200 a year (which he never 
received) and an Armenian wile. At this favour the 
Portuguese were, he says, “like madde dogges,” but 
for w tune cowd do nothing against him, Jahangir, 
Sike Babua, his ancestor, was fond ofedimnk, and Tlewkins? 
ehief work, m retuin for his pay, seems to have been 
silting up late at night dtinkug wth the king. In 


‘ie His narrative of his travels may be rcad in “Ralph Tutch, 

1 Lngland’s Pronecr to I: dia, by J. 11. Ryley 

{ Jahangir, like Babu, and many of the M¢eguls, was an 
inveterate drinker The hictal meaning of Jahangit 
‘would graspen,’ 
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spite of this he would not, Uuoush ‘car of the Portuguese, 
yidue the Englsh perm ssich to tride Weel Inui, 9 on 
1611 Hawkin, went home. 

A few years later, 1615, came Su Thomas Roc as 
an ambassador Hom James Ito Jaxengn Te bucd hard 
to make a formal treaty of Wade with the Grow Mogul, 

but failed. Now Roe had come ta do 
What Is ‘beee’? business ; he weit to the port bhe an 

Ameikan; hedidi’t want to bert about 
the bush. One day he went to Jahangu, hopin to come 
to the point. “ Ifow much do vou drink a day ? 7 said 
Jahangir ; “how often?” “And what do you dink?” 
“Oh beere * “What is beeie? how do you make 
it? And vould you possibly meke it hen 27? So ciger 
was Jahangir to add to his cunks. Poor ambessadar ! 
he was quite shocked wrth his tieatinent and the hight 
way in which sczous commeraal’ questions were ticated, 
He could eflect no real permanent ¢ ommercial tiealy, and 
went away saying “After almost three years’ exper enee 
of the pride and falsehood of these peop e¢, that attended 
only advantage, and were governed hy private mlerest 
and appetite, I was forecd to relinquish many points.” 

The Great Mogul’s attitude was dite to Por ugucse 
hostility to the Tnglish desue to open up commercial 
miangements with India. ‘The Mosul feucd the Portus 
guese fede, Busts soot us the Mupal saw 
that the Tnglsh wien cttaeked at see 
beat the Portuguese, he changed his 
pohcy, and, though he would not rake a treaty, a coal 
arrangement was made, allowmg the Bnel sh lo lade, 
So began that gieat commerce between Lngland and India 
which was the foundation of ow Empire. Tn 600 the 
“Hast India Company of Merchants of Landon lie ding 
into the East Indies was giantcd a chailor by Ul cubcth, 


The little sottlo- 
ment of Surat 
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In 1612, after a battle with the Portuguese, the Company 
were allowcd by the Mognl Emperor to build a factory 
at Surat, where the Ditch also had a factory. This 
litle setiloment, made in the rugn of Jahangu, began, 
remember, with yest a Tittle house, in which servants of 
the company hycd, collceting pepper, Coves, and othe. 
goods, ready for loading on baud a ship whenever it 
arived fiom England. Surat did not belong to Lngland, 
remember, o1 to the Kast India Company. It was iuled 
by the Goveinor of Gujmat, under the Mogul. Ilow 
Surat, the little trading settlement, giew into the 
Bntish Incian Empne, I will show you m my next 
lectuie.* 


* The best accourt of Ube bepimnings of intercourse between 
Luope and India m the middle azea and of tf] ¢ first arnval 
of the English, 1s contasnedim Sir William Vunter s Zastory 
of Bruash Indva,’in2vols My book,‘ Lravellers m India,’ 
deserbes the discovery and  xploration of India by 
Buiopeans. A very 1iteresting history of the develop 
ment of Smal Factory will be tound in Mr. [T, Gu 
Rawlinson» “Bielsh Beginnaigs aw Western India,’ a 
recent publication of the Oxford University Press, 


LECTURE JIT 
FROM LEDGER TO SCEPTRE. 


My title indicates the scope of my Icctine this ev ening. 
Tai going to tell you how a Lading company became 
an Empue, how John Bulland Co., Clove and Pep) er 

expoiters, of Surat, aud uci odor 
Senin ooo. branch — establishments, became the 

Goveinor-Gcneral in Couneil of Ind a, how 
im fact a number of benevolent mercanuldly mindod 
gentlemen, sitting m counting-houses i1 London, found 
themselves transfc rmed, much against thar will, ond vay 
much to their stuprise, into the most mportant pcopk 
m all Asia Let me try to mdicate moe vividly the 
nature of the cvents which took plicc, ‘Sry Lo mnagine~ 
itis very had, Fadmi thats Cluucse faim (Id us cul 
it Ah Wong and Co) stated a danch horse in Bristc, 
and finding Hnglond a very lawless end daagorots phic, 
owing vo stukes, hinca Enile ran to paoleet henselycs 
and keep order m then sethenwnt Imagine futher 
that as a result of The perec which pitvaded in Br stol, 
as compued with the lawlessness elsewhare, il rapidly 
became the most important and ry chest Lown in Ting an 
If you imagine further that these armtes of Bing is} men 
under Chinese ofliccrs, backed up by tiny aimiucs of C11 ese 
troops, always inferior in number to the Luglish, gradual y 
spread peace and oidei throughout te land, ull Lhey 


wh FROM LEDGER TO SCLPTRE 


reached London; with the result that the firm of Al 
Wong ana Co. wed the covnury in che Kine’s name, 
though depymg lum of all power; and, while leting 
nm five on m Buckmgham Palace on a small pension, 
made Bustol the new cape al and ruled Bngland fiony it; 
if youn imagimations are stiiong Chough Lo suppose all Chis 
and not bogsle at the Lhought, then you will gam some 
slight idea of what happened in India m the 17th aad 
18th certuries The iden ts of conse fantastic; but this, 
énd something stranger and vaste: than this, was what 
actually happened in India Between 1600 and 1818 AD, 
a Company of Meichants tiadin, to the Fagt Indies, 
chiefly coneerned am buymg and exporting pepper and 
mus] n aud tea and ymular articles, beeame the sucecs015 
of the Gieat Mogul = Thice stages un this eatraoidinary 
transformation may be marked. First, we see a number 
of very ordinary, albct stout hearted Englishmen, commg 
out to India to buy and sell. Save when ther work 
forced them to undertake dangeious journeys, they were 
‘men of the pen and the ledger, and had but Inttle conecin 
with politics and empires. Then, as the country gradually 
grew lawless, and anarchy spread over the land, «they 
seized the sword im self defence, and wielding both pen 
and sword w th equal vigowl, cmployed half ther eneig’cs 
in budding and iuling an empue, and the other half mn 
keeang then Company going as a pluaperous concutas 
This middle peitod has been described Lelteitously as the 
pernod of “ Ledger and Sword.” As a result neither job, 
commerce or government, was done particularly well, 
If the Gove:mon of Bengal, or the Viceroy, had to spend 
half thei: time in attending Conner Mectings, and the ol lier 
half in iunning, say, Messts Whitcaway’s shops all 
over India, neither task would probably be particuluily 
well done Gradually, therefore, il heeame obvious that 
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the Ledger must go, and a grasp on the Sword, and with 
it the Seeptie, alone ve iclamed 0 Uw Con any or 
Merchants trachng to the Last Indies (nally to 1isfouned 
itself, chrysalis fashion, from Une chab ca cipilar of 
eommc«ce though the coroon of 18th eculury anarchy, 
into the’ splendid gandy-co oued Lultafly of imperia 
dommuon in Asia, By the carly 19th century, the Seeplic 
had finally replaced the Ledger, andthe process iltaincd, 
what appeared, its culmination wher m 7911 he King 
of England, scated, as Empcior of India and Lond of t 
quarter of this earth’s suiface, in the Mogul ys impenal 
eity of Delln, received the homage of the repre cnt lives 
of 800,000,000 men Tlistory has nothm, to show 
comparable to the events which took place in Souu em 
Asia belween 1600 and 1920 A.D. The growth cf the 
Roman Knipne provides the nearest paral, 

These centwies fall natwally nto thice divisions 

They are as follows : ~ 
1. 1600to 1746 A.D The Period of ‘liade 
2. 1746 to 1838 A TD. The Period of Trade and 
Empne combined. 

o 8, 1888 to 1920 A.1D The Period of Empue 
In other words, the Lnghsh Nast Tidia Company wae 
traders for 160 years; tradcis, solicias, and rulas for 
neaily another hundred , while for rather under a hundred 
years the Company, and its successor the Govanment ob 
India, have had no direel concern with bade, but have 
been simply uilets and admmistrat ny of the eounty 
From traders, then, the nierehauls pessccintosaldiers and 
from soldicas mto judges and governors and ambassador, 

Let me deal for a start, with the fist pomocd, the 
period of trade. And fast I mustmake a passing ne foronce 
to the itvals of that fitthe company cf traders which 
started busmess im Suinl in 1612, only seven yous alta 
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the fist Guy Vawkes day, Tor a porst of the very 
meacest intciest toe fui statiag a new business i. 
‘What competition shall we have to face 2” 

Ag a matter of fact, the little infant concern had to 
face pretty severe competition, And it was competition 
ofasort which traders are scaiccly uscd to nowadays. 

Vor 16 was comprtit on not in prices and 
fein cat rivele fieights, bul with guns and cannon-balls, 

Kor the Portuguese demed the ught of 
anyone else to trade wth Ind a, aid battles had to be 
fought at sex to convert them to a more reasonable view, 
The Dutch were not quite so catholic m thei: demands, 
But they were prepared to dive away ther trade rivals 
by buhets ov all treaument,* if they came neu: the spice 
lands of Java ot Sumatra. ‘The Danes and the Trench 
joined also in the struggle fo. the wealth of the East ; 
and though eventually the prize of the Indian trade fell 
exclusivcly to the Enghsh, there are many iclics of our 
former bittcr rivals remaining m India and Indian waters, 
Tor Goa and Daman aud Diu aie to this very day 
parts of the Portugucse Repubhe ; « large Portuguese half. 
caste population, Chmstian in aichgion, but cunovsly 
dark of hue, exists on the western coast, and provides 
butlers for half Bombay, a cclcge at Seiampore still 
gives als students degrees under authorisation fom the 
Kungo! Deumnk, while any aay you dwellers in Cal- 
cutta, W you like, you can in half an hours 1un leave the 
But sh Empue and enter the Frcnch Republic at Chander - 
nagore [ ‘The Dutch have no ‘settlements remaining in 


* Notably im the case of the massacre of \mboyna 1823 A.D, 

{ Serampore, an old Danish settlement, was purchased trom 
Deumark i 1815 A.D. 

} Pondicherry, Chandernagore and Mahé arc among t) e Trench 
possessions in India, 
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India; but Ccylan was orce ihers, a d they st ie am 
the firmest of grasps upon the grcat is ands lo the so ths 
east, Java and Sumatra, 

And what of Ucn eventually triumphant ayes, 
the Englsh ? 

A Company was founded, and gyven a Chaitar hy 
Elizabeth, in 1600 A D to trade with India The men 
who received the charter wae called the “ Machuits 

of Londo Trading inte the Bast Indics.’ 
he Company’ S What does a chmtcr mean? Why 

was a charter necessary? Th was given 
because trade with India, under the ondit ons existing 
at the time, could only be ¢s1icd on by one sem CMcal 
agency. Portugal had to be fought m cistern waters, 
for she proclaimed hea right to the sole tiade with Tndiv; 
ieatics of trade had to be made with Indian rulers, lor 
traders were liable to be attacked hy them, uf they tiaded 
without permission, Individual, could not do this. Now- 
a days, the second of these duties woud be cearticd out 
by ambassadors ; but at that lime we had no ambussa- 
dors 31 eastern kingdoms, Kyery Imelishman, there 
fore} going to India had to go there undar scan oll al 
authoiity, o: liouble would have casncd., This was 
secured by a charter which gave tlc Comp my exclusive 
rights of trade with Inda as co as Uigdhe hen were 
conecrned, No other Unglshmen might go thae, except 
with the permission of Lhe Company, LU! they did, they 
were called “anterlopiis,” and wer In ble to pumashincnat 
Later on a second Unglsh Company was allow d to de 
eicated, which entcred into rivalry wth the old Con. 
pany, and nemly rumed both. At last in 1707, the two 
amalgamated mto one “The Uniled Company o* Met- 
chants of England trading to the Kast Indices,” and that 
lasted tll 1874 when tt was dissolved. 
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Now these tiaders weit out to India to do what alt 
thadars desire to do, re, to buy thirgs for a slullng 
and scl them for two ‘They no more miended to make 
Trade and pro- ®? Empire than the  propnetois of 
fits, not emphe Whitcaway Laidlaw’s shops hepe that 
wanted they may one dav take over the Govein- 
ment of India When they found this actually happen 
ing, they were annoyed and astonished. They were in 
India, they said, lo tiade, not to govern. They were 
merchants, not admmistiatois. They stiuggled against 
the growmg buiden of Lmpue which they could not 
avoid. Commands weic thundered across the waters 
fiom Tondo that then servants in the Nast woe to buy 
and sell, not to make treaties and build forts and enzage 
m wats, But they could not help themsclycs ; gradually 
they found themselves becoming responsible foi the 
peace and government of the country, until {imal y they 
resigned themselves to the inevitable, and took up the 
task in earnest and with pude. That 1s a bricf account. 
of what took place in the 17th and 18th centuries of 
Indian history. ILow and why did it all happen ? 

There we a dozen icasons for this wonderlul trans- 
formation of a trading Company mto an Empire, which 
will hecome obvious as the story goes on. Let ime firsh 
indieaie to yar one fidamenin canse 

The foundation of the whole thing, thc simple 
fact which was the beginning of every thing, was the 
necessity which was quile ewly icalised of the 

Why Emphe Company possessing, controlling, and 
replaced Trade actually iulng aud protecting its own 
anid Phaits trading setilements If my imaginuy 
firm of Ah Wang & Co. wanted to trade in Bristol, it would 
meiely stall a shop o1 factory theie, It would not need 
to rule Bristol, or protect its shop with an army. The 
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aty authonties, ar the Govermme rt 11 London, would 
give it sufficient protection. Bul such a simple way cf 
going to wore was mnpossible 11 India Viven i the 
17th century, and espeaally a the IsLh, India was 1 
dangerous,and badly ruled country, In many Ico usc, 
especially far from, the capital, Dell, at was a cise of 
“ God | elps those who help themselves.” A local Govern- 
nor would 1ob or oppress a factory, and the ceontal govan 
ment at Delhi either could not or would not give redress, 
When ths happened, the scitlets took matters, quile 
naturally, into their own hands, They fortified thence 
settlements and raised a small protective force, and dehed 
the Goveinor or local chicf, refusme to submit Lo oppics 
sion, Otlen enough, as m Surat in S vay’s day, or m 
Caleutta later, the Government was aware of ils wot ess, 
and cncouraped the scttlas to fortify ther sellemmcuts, 
and employ protective forces, Tt nat ually and casily 
followed that the English assumed the functions of 
Government m= these settlements, Tor one reason, 
Indian laws were so different and in some eases so pie- 
postcrous, that Europeans could not possibly bc governed 
by them. Indian ruler, recognised this, They wee 
acetsLomed to hayimg one Jaw for Muhmmmadans and 
another for Hindus. The recagnilion of a Umd for 
FEuopeans was not difficult. Agam, Indiai Govern- 
ments were used to the idea of dclegaling practically alb 
the functions of government within a certain ater to 
others, The Mogul delegated government in jrovinees 
to hereditary governors, meicly retaimng i mght to 
inbute, Goveinors delegated smaller arcas Lo “zcemin- 
dars,”’ hkewise 1elaming little more than aright to tribute. 
It was easy for the Minglish settlers to beeome oractieally 
* zemindars,” ruling theu setllements 11 perpeluily, and 
merely paying a rent or tribule, If for any 1eayon the 
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tubute ever ceased, as natally happened whon anatehy 
bioke out, the sctlements deeame to all mics and 
puiposes British possess os, for the Indian Gover rors 
had long relaxed all power ova them So all Bamopea 
Settlements, whether acquired forcibly, as m \he ¢ we of 
the Poitugucse, or by peaccable negotiation, as with 
most of the erly Eaglish scltleme ils, became det whed 
pleces of Lwopeat terntory in Indu 
Let ns examine the foundation of the euly Buitish 
settlements m the haht of these 1cmaks However 
much we may criticise the carly actions of the Portuguese 
there is little to be said against the con- 
Surat duct of the cary English settlers, They 
came to trade, not to fight. ‘hey ued to do everything 
by negotiation and fair dealing. Lhus in 1612 they obtarr 
ed the aight, after much negotiation, to build av factory 
in Smat James I sent an ambassador to the Great 
Mogul, but the Empire of the Mogul was so badly o1ganised 
that no decent agreemcnt for trade could be made, In 
the next fifteen years the npht to biuld factories at 
Armagaon and Masulipatam on the east coast was ob- 
tained, But the local iulers demanded such lage sums 
as “bakshush”? that the Company ordued a ceitam 
Mr. Day lo find a helter place IIe wandercd down the 
cast coast ull he found a place that he thousht would 
do. Tl was apparentiy a dreary waste of sandy beach, 
without & hubow. This unpromismag spol was rented 
fiom the Raja of Chandcrgin * im 1640, lor £600 a year. 
This became the geat aly of Madias 
af a year £01 fr the local rulers of Aimagaon had not 
driven the Lnglish away by thew extur- 


* The decayed 1: presentative of the once mighty reyal amily 
of Vi ayanagar, whose gicatness was noticed mthe pre- 
vious lecture 
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tions, this place might have become the cautre of Ling lish 
settleme it in Soutncin Ina, and chcir descenda ie wo vd 
have become as uch es Crasus Madiw tien wes built 
on a sandy beach and an unimviliyg const, hired fom the 
local 2uley ‘The setters governed Unen town fiom the 
first, and built a fort called “Toit St George,” whieh 
16 still the official itl. of Madins, The Dncctors of the 
Company m London were yely angiy at the moncy 
being spent on the building of forts, The local Unahsh 
settlets know better. ‘They built forts for the seme reason 
as people in the middle ages built walls round (hen towns- 
to keep themselves safe fiom plundcieis envious of then 
wealth. Tor India of the 17th and 18th centur es was 
tull of robber chiefs amidst whom the strong woe 
respected and the weak plundered. 

Bombay was obtamed in a differext way. In 1661 
Chailes II maried a Portuguese puincess. As part of her 
dowry came the island of Bombay. The great modern 

£10 a year for Lown did not then exist, Charles IT did 
Bombay not kuow what to do with this island Te 
thercfoie gave it to the Company in icturn for a payment 
of £40 a year! The rcal founder of the city was Ganld 
Aungier. Ile foresaw the future giealness of Bombay, 
declaring that it was “ the city that by God’s assistance 
is intended lo be bull.” Ife was governor of the westan 
sevtlements, with nis bead quartors ab smal, flom 1660 
to 1677, and he lies, buried ab that little Lown 

But it is the foundation of Calcutta thet must interesl 
us most, Not for many years did the Enghsh venti 
up the Tfugh wver. It was in 1633 that lag ‘sh 

Kissing foot merchants first came to Orssa,  oitheol 
for trade in the Ganges mouth, Hear Un aceount of 
‘Otlsse. the fist meeting belweon Unglsh mea- 
chants and the Muhammadan Govanor. Mr. Cait- 

* 
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wright, the Hngl sh merchint, culercd his pressice ‘The 
Governor very affably clined his head to him, and then 
yo olfered his foot to our mereh vit to kiss which he tw ce 
refused to do, but at last he was ari to do at.” Well, 
they sty we uc a iator of shopkeepers, ang will do 
aiything for tride+ out Mr Cattwright made a very 
wry face over this foot k ssi ¢ ousmess Ib ty not ta 
be wondered at thit Taighshme and other mopcan 
settlers preferred to have and vale Lheir own settlemet ts 
where they would oe tee fom such nnplerant social 
diries, 
As the result of this visit, a settlement was made at 
Ral sere, 21683) But to was rot sucess ul, ane fo wis 
decided to citer tic Gries, dike the Port igucse aid 
the Ditch, who hid aleady settled there. 
The headquutos of the trade with Bengal were 
transferred in 1615 fiom Balasore o Bengal proper, 
though Butish sh ps dd not yet enter the mvcr. high, 
no longet & Portuguese possess on, was chosen as the 
place from which the Benge l trade shou d be managed. 
The first Butsh ship to si oo the river was the 
*JPatcon,”” wh'ch aived off Gatden Reach in 1678, A 
story is told that while ying tice, the Cuptam sent to 
Govindpur * nem by to ask fora “ Dobhish ? or iiterpre- 
tor, The Tequres wes Mysmn cimicter, and a & Dhoh” or 
washerman was sent. Cunously cnough, so the story 
goes, he know a ul le nglish ome was promoted to be 
Enghsl 1 ter ncter m Bengal 

Meantime at Wugh al was not well. The English 
had come to Hugh ful of corlidence, peaceably, rer 
lymg on the native Governmen, ‘Thal confidence was 
imsplaced.  Fust the Geverncr of Hugli demanded 


* The site of the present Tow Wilian. 
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8,000 r:upecs annually. Then the Goveinor of Bengal, 
Mir Jumia, broke all the promises of the previous goveinor, 
Pirates robbed their vessels, and no redress could be 
obtained ; sometimes their boats were robbed by the 
gov ernment troops. 

The English decided to cnduie no longer, A post 
should be seized and fortthed, so that they should he 
no longer at the meiey of the local goverio1. A sign 

‘ eg 
he Second of the times was that ell the Company’s 
Clty of the Em- servants were o1deied to apply theraselves 
pire founded on tg the acquisition of military discipline, 
lng Hele to form an I 1. 7," am shoit. India 
Wa» becoming a dangcrous place. In 1600, Job Charnock 
at the thid attempt sueceeded in creating a settloment 
ata little village called Sutanwi, on the left bank of the 
Hugh uve. So was founded in the midst of unhealthy 
mud flats, that City, the second in tie British Impire, 
of which Kipling sang - 

“ Me the Sea Captain loved, the River huilt, 
“Wealth sought «nd Kings adyentined hic to hol. 

“Han England! Iam Asia Power or Silt, 

* “Death m my hands, but Gold |” 

Veuly imdced Gold, in these latier diys, as some of us 
have seen ! 

Tn 1606 evil war broke out ir Benga , cid tae Governor 
o “nahob,” anable to protect the Joragnu se ements 
ordered the different nations to prolect themselves. ‘The 
English at Sutanuti at once bell Port 
William, now destroyed, at the village of 
Caleutta, on the se of Lhe present Post OMice in Dalhonsie 
Square In 1608 the Goveinor, the gi ndson of Amang- 


Olid Fort William 


* Indian Defence Force, the local comprlsory defenec torce 
oiganised in India during the gieat World Wai. 
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ah, who was then emperor at Delhi, allowed the Enghsh 
to buy the right of renting the villages of Caleutta, 
Sutanut: and Govindpur for 16,000 rupees! Goyindpur 
stood where new Fort Wilham stands to-day. Caleutta’s 
position has aheady been mdicated ; Sutanutiewas new 
the present Howieh Bridgc A little north cast of 
Govindpur lay the village of Chaurangi, to-day the site 
of Calcutta’s finest nghway, but at that time a place 
where a tiger might occasionally be bagged. The new 
fortified settlement was called kort Wilham, atter Wilham 
TI 

Thus were Madras, Bombay, and Caleutta founded. 
And on these foundations was developed the Birtish Empire 
in India. It was natural, as belore explained, that these 
settlements should become English colomes, ruled and 
owned by the settlers, little bits of Jt yland planted 
abioad =But why did English power extend beyond 
these places? They were meic trading settlements 
where goods were collected and shipped to England, We 
own Hong-Kong similarly, but we do not rule China, 
Why did not Calcutia and other settlements remain like 
Wong Kong, British ports of entay into an indepéndent 
Indian kingdom ? 

The extraordmaiy expans on of these three tracing 
settlements into the most wonderful empire that the 
Why theso World has known ean be explained by a 
sottlements grew reference to the political condition of 
into an Empire Tdio at the time that they were made. 

‘The two previous Ieclures have shown you how an 
ancient Tindu civihsation had super-imposed upon it a 
government, a culture and a religion utterly allen and 

Tho decay of }¢PUgnant to 1t in every way. In the course 
the Mogul Em of centurics this alien cullue and people 
Pire and rehgion had become acclimatised 
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in India. By the 17th century Muhammadans were, 
equally with Ibndus, Indians, A common language, 
Urdu, had evolved itself fiom the clash o° races und 
tongues, which was undeistood over most of North India. 
Vast number of Hindus, though not the majo: ty, had 
become Muhammadans. By the 17t1 cowuy Mihim- 
madans and Ifindus, helped by Akbai’s statcsmaniike 
poly, had been brought somewhat together and Chere 
seemed some chance of the evolution of a umted Indian 
nation, which might foiget 1ts inherent mutual an mosi- 
ties. But as oil and water cannot mix, so the cxperiment 
of weldmg the rival cultures and farths into one stroug 
united Indian civilisation was doomed for the picsent 
to failure. Aurangzib’s * bigoted fanaticism perhaps 
merely hastened an inevitable reaction. At all events 
his reign 1s marked by the rayad widenmg of the gulf which 
Akbar had all but bridged. The only hope for India 
was, and is, the creation of a culluic Fased jointly upon 
all that is best n Muhammadan and Iidu cultures. The 
Muhbammadans in Akbar’s time weie no longer the savage 
forcign hillmen of 1000 A. 1D, but in many eases culimed 
citizens of India, some of them were willi g to study what 
was best in Uindu thought Tindus, loo, had in many 
eases Icarnt to recognise what was good in Muhammadan 
culture, and had im certain pats of the county even 
aecepled the faith of their compatuots in large vumbeis, 
Could the chasm be bridged ? 
Instory proved that the gulf was too wide, that 
The decay MAtional, racial, religous and cultmal 
of Moslem and antipathy all united to destroy the bridge. 
Hindu unity Tn place of Akbar’s all but sucecssful 


* The Moyul Emperor trom 1068-1707 A.D. THe wastho lint 
of the great Mogul mon irehs, 
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pohcy of union, we fiid im Auraugab’s time on the one 
hand the 1c imposition of the Tindu poll tax, the pezya 
the persecution of the Rayputs and the Sikhs, the 
Manathas, and olhe, Hindus ; 0: the other hand the rise of 
a biguted mihtant Hinduism, kd by Sivaji, the Maratha, 
But the Windu ie-aetion was not all bigotry. Tien. the 
dignified appeal of the Rayput Rana of Chitore, m answer 
to the persecution of Aulangab : 

“It your Majesty places any fatth in those books, by 
distinetion called divine, you will then be mstruacted that 
God is the God of all mankind, and not of Muhammadans 
only The Pagai and the Massalmans are equally in 
Is presence. ‘To vilily the rchgion and customs of other 
men 1s to set at naught the pleasure of the A*mighty.”’ 

There is an ccho here of the wisdom of that represent 
ative of ancient Ifindu toleration, Asoka = And Aurangzib 
would have been wise to hearken, But he persevered in 
his policy and so knocked away one o’ the props of his 
empne, Rayputane. Besides the Rajputs, the representa 
tives of a fanly tolerant Hindus n, Aurangztb ahenated the 
Marathas, the representatives of a mote bigoted Iindu 
revival They were a more teruble foc, and by theeend 
of Auangzib’s long rcign they had diamed the very life 
bluod of the Empne, though then leader and inspircr, 
Siva, died quite ¢arly in the revolt.* The Muhammadan 
impiie of India, bioad-based by Akbar upon Muham- 
madan and Hindu support ahke, was utterly wrecked 
by his gicat-grandson’s reveisal of his policy of toleration 
and unity. 

And in 1707 the old and dymg king knew that 

Aurangzib’s his empire was wrecked. On lus death- 
death hed wall hed he cried: “Old age has artived 


* 1680 A.D. 
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J came a stranger mto this world, and «stranger 
I depart. I know nothing of myscli, what Tam 
and for what I am destimed. ‘The instant which has 
passed in power has left only sonow behnd it 
I have | not been the guardan, the protcetor of 
the Lmpire. My valuable time has beer passed 
vainly ....- Come then what may, f have - 
Jaunchcd my vessel to the weves. Tarewell, farcwell, 
farewell. ’ 

And so the old monareh 1m 1707 AD. crossed Une bar, 
let us hope, to peace But tor tiose he Icft hehund, here 
was no peace, but breakers ahead Even before he did 
the timbeis of the cmpne were heal cracking After 
Ing death everything came down with aiush, and India 
collapsed into meredible and prolonged rnachy. The 
strong hand of the ruler was scon no more 11 India till 
the days of Clive and Warren Ilastings 

What always happens m India when the strong hand 
of Government i relaxed?) What happend in 1919 
A.D, when Kabul’s bazaa. rumom had at that 

‘ the Panjab was oul of hand? Fore gn 
ae ee. cot Invabion from the Noth West! So 
passes revives i 1738 A. D, there 1esounded aga 

over the sticken fidds of uoithein 
India the ery of “the Toorkh, the ‘Loorkh!”, though 
this Lime it was not the Tuk, bat tle Pessian, With 
80,000 men, including al] the scallywags of the Gontica- 
hills, Nadhy came through the pisses, as Amanullah would 
have come in 1019, had Goverument been 145 ready, 
He reached Delhi in 1789. He mlended loot, not mas« 
sacre. But the bazaar-mob, when Nadir wasin peaceful 
occupation, suddenly murdered Ins pickets, As he 
marched through the streets, stones were thrown at him. 
In a fury he gave the awful order, and by sunset 150,000 


+ 
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Indian corpses choked the streets of the blood. 

stained city, while these who 1empined 
beaut” Sack of wore tortured to squeeze every anna 

hom its lidmg-place. Two months later 
Nadir went back to Peisia, with £80,000,000 worth of 
loot Let those who work for disorder never forget the 
lessons of India’s History. These things have beca, and, 
if anarchy comes, these things will happen again. 

With such visitors about, no wonder the Fimopea is 
built’ forts. All government went to pieces, and there 
was no safety except im cach man’s own strong right 

astvs. (gsi hand Ivey local Governor, o1 chicftain, 
pout? in India previously subject to the Mogul, mercased 

lis armies, snd heeame independent, 
for the central authonty had vamshed. The Lnglish 
and the French followed wit. They now made the 
discovery, which the Portuguese had made cailicr, that 
certain Indians, given proper discipline and officers, make 
excellent soldieis So they enrolled large armics of these 
“ sepoys ” under Curopean officers, to protect their settle 
ments, 

Anothei discovery had been made in Awangzib’s 
reign, that a small army of Huropean soldiers was, a3 8 
ule*, equal to ten times the number of Indian troops 
Dupleixfoundsa Urdcr Indian officers, Beinict, a French 
French Empho dogior, made the chsecovery.4 Anot he, 
Frenchman, Duplei, acted on both, these discoverics. 
Tie was an officer of the Picuch Mast India Company m 
Pondicherry, He raised a large army of sepoys, gave 
them Trench officers, and a small backmng of French 


* Not invariably, as the Company learnt to iis cost in the 
Sikh Wars. 

y Ab the Court of Shah Johan and Aurangzib, nm the middle 
of the 17th century, 
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troops, and at once became practically the chicf man in 
all South India, by placing his army ¢t the disposal of the 
Nizam, or Ruler of the Deecan, and cortioling af ane 
through him. As m 1748 Englanc and Viance were 
at war * with each other in Europe, the French mm Tudta 
tricd to drive the English mto the Sea. Tust Duplerx 
captured Madras.f AH the Indians sad: ‘These 
French are wonderful people,” and procecded to borrow 
his tioops, and ticated the English as he told them 1.¢, 
tuned them out. Well it’s a long story, and T have very 
little time, Putting it bricfly I may simply state that 
Clive goes one Robert Clive convinced the Indians that 
better than Dup the English were bette: fighters than the 
tebe French by his explotts at Arcot f and 
elsewhere, L'rench sepoys deserted the French, and 
joined us. Eventually we captured Pondicherry § (with 
an amy partly Indian im composition) and pushed the 
French into the sca. Sinee 1760 A. D., the date of the 
battle of Wandiwash, and the fall of Pondicherry, 1761 
A. D., the French have had no real power m India, 
England has been the only European nation that counts 
Now 1761 was a signifieanl date m other ways. I 
have told you how Nadir Shah cams m 1788 A. D., & 
sare sign that India was going to pres. The Mogul 
and the Mussulman conld uo longer 
shack eee rile India. Who would take — their 
sceptia of the Place? One Indian peopl made 
Moguls a bold attempt. The Marathas, fired 
with memories of Stvaji, and the hope 
of loot, tried 10 oceupy the vacant empire, and become 


* The war of the Austrian Succossion, 
of L1G ALD. 

} Defence of Arcot, 1751. 

§ In the Soven Yous’ War, 1761 AD. 
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masteis of India In Central India they created kingdoms, 
which consisted of slices of the old Mogul Lmpin. It 
looked as though the Maratha was the destmed succ cssor 
of the Mogul. Lverywhere ther armies iavaged un- 
checked, They even thicatened Calcutta. Poona, it 
scemed, was to replace Delhi, Actually in 1761, the same 
year m which the English finally smashed the Fiench 
m South India, the Marathas reached the Mogul capital, 
The unhappy erty had, nm 1756, five years before, suffered 
the horrors of massacre and pillage at the hands of the 
Afghan.* Hearmg that the Maiatha Hindu was approach 
mg Dclln, the Afghan Mussabnan came again fiom the 
north-west, to help Islam wy India. and on the famous 
and {fatal held of Pampat, near Del, the hitman from 
the passes proved onee moie, as he had proved centunes 
before,{ that he was the master of the lowland Tindu. 
It was a clash of giants. Islam placed 80,000 regular and 
800,000 additional followers in the field. Brahmanism 
India bleeds faced them wit1 about the same number. 
to death at The Maratha Ilndu went down hefoie 
Pantpat the Afghan Mussalman, and lost 200,000 
slan. The dieam of a Hindu revival of the glories of 
Asoka and Samucdiagupta receded once more into the 
distant future. 
The result was the utter ruin ol India The Afghan 
would not stray to recreate the Indian Empire. The 
local Indian Muhammadans were too 
break teat the weak to do it, The Marathas weie 
Empire of the prostrate. As after Timur’s raid, 
Moguls India lay smeshed and broken into a 


* Ahmad Shalt Duriam, King of Afghanistan, 
+ At Tarain, 1192 A D. 
$1898 AD — Sec previous lectures. 
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thousand preees. A Mogul Empeior contmucd ir Dellu, 
bul without power. Smali Maratha prncipaliues suvivcd 
out of the wieckage, such as Sindia’s Gwelior, the Gack. 
war's Baroda, Uolkar’s Indore, and the Bhonslas Nagpur 
The Maratha Peshwa contiuned to1ue al Poma, agin 
pettv punce In the south there was the Nizam of 
Wydcabad, dependent on the English for pow, and a 
new Muharamadan kingdom of Mysos ruled by Iydes 
Ah, an enemy of the Company. ‘Lhe Pm jab was rulcd 
by the Afghans, with the Sikhs as uni ly subjects And 
all the powers, fragments of the old Mogul Empire, were 
jealous of each other, frequently al war with each other, 
and only by watchfulucss and yigow could any one of 
them suivive. 

Meantime what of the Company? What olf the 
infant seltlement of Caleutta, in the m dst of Uns weller 
of anarchy and contending races ? 

Caleutta from its birth fowmished xceedngly. The 
times being evil, the inhabitants tortied tha aly 
strongly, building old Voit William where the Post OMec 

now stands. In 1712 the Marathas invaded 

jeer ctowl Bengal, end im alam the Kngl sh du, the 
Maratha ditch, now Lower Cireula Road 

By 1756 A. 1D. the city was ea wealthy setulement, and 
Siraj-ud dowla, the Sibediu or Governor of Bengal, grved 
enviously upon rts riches. In ust @ lool he mmuehed on 
Calcutta with an amy of 50,000 men. The Governor of 
the Wort fled down theirvei ona snp, Not so My. Holwell, 
a merchant of the Company, who wit 190 Tiavopeans 
inspired what defence was possible, mally they had 
to surrender, and 146 survivors, many wounded, with 
The Tragedy OVE lady, were shut apin a suillng guard 
of the Black 100m, 19 fl square, on the night of 
Hole 1766 A.D. Jung 20, 1756, Only 28 canc aul alive, 
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including the lady Such was the Black Mole tragedy. 
It is one of tnose histozical events, the memory of wiic1 
erects mcvitably a barrict between races,* and it is not 
surprising that, in’smuch as the evidence for it is con 
fused and contradicto1y, ecrtam people of Be gal, teehng 
that the event is a discrediiable meident in thew annals, 
have tucd to prove that it never Look place! Perscnally 
I wish they could suecced, but it 1s very hard to convince 
onesrlf that Molwell’s vivid narrative is fiction. If it 
1s fiction Iolwell was an undiscovered Edgar Allan 
Poe !f 

Clive came up fiom Madias to avenge the mjury. 
Filled with “ gtief and horror, and resentment,” he deter- 
mined that the expedition should not end with che 
retaking of Caleutta, but should establish 
the Company’s postion in a better 
and more lasting condition than before, And “ Sabut 
jang,” the ‘‘ Daimg in Wat,” as he ts still called im India, 
carried out his promise. 

The story of Plassey 1s well-known. Siraj ud-dowla, 
with his army of 50,000 foot, 18,000 horse, and 50 guns 
ineludimg some Frenchmen, was weakened by miternal 
treachery and was beaten utterly by Chve’s little aimy of 
8,000 men, of whom many were hdians. Clive lost only 
22 lulled. A certain Mii Jafa: was placed on the throne 
of Bengal, as a vassal of the Company. In North-Rast 
India, therefore, the trading Company, though it as yet 

* 


Plassey 


* Ib cannot however be regarded as a delibciate art of 
savagery. TL was due rather (o lolly, neglect, and stupidity 
on the part of subordinate officers. The Governor (Subedar) 
did not hnow of it til next day 

+ Wolvwell’s vivid story may be1read in lis ‘Narratwe,"’ pub 
lished in hus “Indian Tracts,” (758 A.D. Theie are Caleutta 
reprints dated 1884 and 1899 AD. 
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ruled but little terutory dneetly, had heeome px reamonnt 
power, and responsible tor the peace of the lane 

Plassey, fought m 1767 A. D, though a sm Il fight, 
decided the fate of Bengal, and ina senac, cf all nda, 
Seven yeqis Jater at Allahabed the Mogul moniich, 

The Mogul Shal Alam, then a fugitive from the 
gives Bengal to Maiathas, met Chye and bestowed upon Us 
the English trading Company, whal pralic: lly amount- 
ed to, the Goveruorship of Bengal, Be ii and Orissa,* ad 
aceepted m tetuin a pension at their hands. Such was the 
first famous meeting of the heir of Akbar and the great 
Company which was destined to control the destinies of 
his house. 

its was m 1765 A I), shortly after the clash ot 
Tslam and Thndwsm had shattered India in pitecs at 
Panipat. Andnow for filty years Ind a became the scene 

A jungle- of a wildbeast jungle-struggle for pohtical 
struggle foi exis- existence. In every part of the country 
tence the different fragments of the broken 
Mogul Empire struggled for hfe or power, It was neces- 
sary cithe: to eat or be enten, Ryeiy state, including 
the Company’s settlements, feared its neighbour and looked 
round for allics. A state, which could no .2zct allies was 
devomed by those that vould. Tow the Company's 
settlements at Madras, Bombay and Calcut a plunged 
into the vorlex of Indian pohlics, Unough shecy necessity, 
though orders from the Directors and even vets al Porlin- 
ment came time aftcr time acioss the seas forhic ding 
them ; how then agenty m India trkd in vain to chey 
these ordets, merely to find that uf they did, Uiey ene 
dangered their own cxistence, smee without alhcs among 
* Actually the “Dewani’ o: Revenue mmigemat( of th 


countries mentioned But the power of { © wise impli a 
ulti nately Lhe other funchions of government. 
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the Indian powe s they could not survive , how finally 
they emerged from the “us slestitgy’e died “re frre udship 
with half India and victoncus over the reat; all this 
e constitutes the history of that wonderful sixty years from 
1760 to 1818, AD. Brrtish power was forced to giow 
o1 dic, and it chose to grow. 
he the course of the stiuggle for existence terutoual 
extension took place 2 vatous ways One particular mode 
may be mentored Certam native rulers, such as the 
Nivam of Ilvdeabad or the Wair of 
{7 armies fol Oudh were threatened by dangerons neigh 
bows such as Mysorc or the Marathas, 
They appealed for help to the British at Calcutta or 
Manias. The Britsn uaa to help than, since they were 
our alhes and * they were devouicd by their enenues, 
it would next be the turn of the British to be destroyed, 
So we lent them mulitary help, simply as a matter of 
self iiterest. But afterall is said and done, it must never 
be forgotten that the Company was not m India tor rts 
health, but to mike profits So it was stipulated that 
while its frrends enjoyed the services of the Bi tush army, 
they should bear the cost of it. When the time tame 
to pay the chict found it difficult. They therefore pre 
ferred to give the Company, msiead, a piece of thar ta 
ntory, the tevenucs of which would maintain the amy, 
on eondicion that they should enjoy the services of the 
Company's forces, if attacked by then foes. In this way 
considerable tracts of land came mto the possession af the 
Company, notably m South India and im Oudh, Those 
who may be inelined to cittierse this method of teriiotal 
acyn sition must reracmber that the Company had Iitile 
or no inde sendent income ; 1t was dependent upon trade- 
ptofits for its annual expenses ; the cost of an army, which 
was needed for rts delenee, might be regarded merely 
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as one of tts working expenses ; and cyery tradmg fim 
tries to reduce its wurkuy capedoes 4 MICA ay Prvsede. 
The Bast India Company must iol be judged until 
the 19th eentury as ui were a uahod, rh wis © mpany 
of traders, actuated by the oid nary mot vcs ol gan 
which actuate all traders [deals came 1 tune, ort 
later 

I wish IT bad time to tell you of the mighty decds of 
those sixty years from 1760. Butt would mvolye me it 
twenty Icctures stead of one T sho ld have to tall the 

Sixty years fasemating and hero story of Warren 
of heroisms and Hastings, the geatest man iat) England 
organising powol over sont tu Trdins of Lord Welleske y 
and ‘us brother Arcaut * wno beat cae Mar ienas at Assaye 
of Kyre Coote and Cornwallis and them stiugeles age mst 
those fierce bandit chiefs Hyder Al nd Tippoo the Tiger 
of Mysore. Yet haw ean one omit without a pang the 
story of Goddard’s gicat much fiom Calartta to Bombay 
through almost unknown country 2} of how Lod Lake 
took Delhi in 1808 and 1escued fiom Maratha tyranny 
that same Shah Alam, the Gicat Mola, now an aged, 
bhnd and biokai man, wie im lis yotth had met Clive 
and bestowed upon the Company th rule of Bengal ; 
of how Loid Hast ugs rcscued Central Indian dom the 
horrors and atroertics of Pindart hist and Joo 2 Be 
for t's you must goto the books — Sullicc at to say that 
through the efforls of these men Tudia bad by 1818 attai i 
ed what wo had not enjoyc d for decades witty, peace and 
the reign of law. It as impossible to cepicl here the 
appalling misery which fell upon T&th century Mndin 
through the break up of the Wogul Empiie, and the 


* Afterwards Duke of Wellington, the v ctor at Walerlog, 
4 1778 AD. 
¢ 18t7 AD. 
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foreign invasion and internal anafchy which fi Nowed, 
The msery of the 18ch century in India was mdeseribable : 
the sulfermgs of the people were past allendimance Towards 
the end of the century Enghshmen becaine conyineed that 
a duty Iny upon them to assume parsmount power and 
insist on peace and ardei, to give the peoplé law end 
good government, which they could not provide for them. 
selves ; to help India to rebwld her shuttaued civilisation, 
which had all but disappeared in the welter of suffermy 
and anmchy. A new conecpuion a conception of 
“National Duty” entered the counscls of their chefs, 
And the man in whose wok ove frst detects the note 
unnustakeably is that great and much wronged man, 
Waren Hastings, the seal founder of the ervil admunistra- 
tion of Biitish India, Other men, Clive and Coote and 
many another did great workin the ealy days, to Warren 
Hastings helongs the glory of having bcen the fast to 
ft British rule m India on to that higher plane from 
vhich the good of India and the happiness of Indians 
sould be desciied as the distant and ultimate goal, 

This new idea of national duty was scen both in 
ndia and in England By 1778 the Government 
ot England recognised that a mere trading company 

had grown mio an Empne, and 

Now Concop- that Empire entailed duties. A 
on Dae hy Regulaun ‘" 1 whid 
wmws Duty in Regulaumg act™ was passed which 
adin nought the threc separate Governments 

of Bombay, Madias ahd Caleutta under 
ne authority, with its captial at Caleutla That autho- 
tty was the Governor-Guneral n Council, whom we now 
all the Viceroy. Warren Hastings was chosen as the 
ist Govetnoi-Genernl. Tle was responsible to the 


28 Geo. 111 c. 68, 
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Directors of the Company mw Iigunu. Loc Dice ows 
were made responsible to Pasliameit, So Tingle nd 
assumed responstbility for her new and distur t Imipue,, 
though as yet much of the rcsponsthi ity st ll rested ou 
the company ol traders Wanicn Tastings’ life eomcaded 
with the growth of the new ideals which were cnmnaliig 
England in her intercourse wilh India, und to some extent 
interpreted them ; and it is one of the tragedus of history 
that the ma who had to admmste1 the new system with 
the instiuments of the old fell a victim to mispl ced 
zeal and mahgnant erticism which should have Tec 
reserved for the system and not the man.* 

By 1818 A D, then, the Company under 119 Gover or- 
General were masters of all Indis south of the Par ab. 
I do not mean that they ruled all af it, ‘The Bitlih 

‘The Compatty ruled considerable tracts dnectly But 
becamotho para- great iitendly slates, ruled by thew 
mount Power ayy monarehs, sill survived. They 
were called, and are still called, ‘Native Slates,” 
They wee, as a iule, states that had never fought us; 
they had simply jomed us as fiends. In some cases they 
had besought us year after year lo lake them under our 
protection until at Iast we comphcd Indian kings conti 
nued iuling them = The zreatost wore Tyderabad, Bi toda, 
Oudh, Nagpur, Travancore, and Gwahor They kept Uhar 
own armics ; those thut now exipt do so stil Bull they 
acknowl dged the Company as the par mount power of 
India, They allied themsclves with il, and gave up the 
right to go to war. Whey accepled a Bulsh Resident 
at their courts, and took his advice in important matters, 
There aie over six hundicd native states Lo-day, which 


‘Warren Tlastings was tried on rehun to Dngland fcr alegod 
erlines in India, Tle was acquitted, but the tial sumed 
him. The trial lasted seven years, from 1788 tc 1705 AT. 
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represent suuply the fie gients nto wlucn Fadia spht 
in 1761 A.D when the cash of Maratha and Moslem 
shattered it 11 pieces ‘Lo day Lngland rules durcetly 
240 milhons of poopk ‘The other 70,000,000 are ruled 
by Indian kings . 

Onc thing T cesue to moicss upon you T iave not 
desubed a con pest o* India oy Logland. Ungla id was 
never m ay sense at wer with India * Tr almosi 

England dia CVCty battle the Company fought belo 
not conquer the Mutmy there were always more Indus 
India o1 om sdcthan Kighs1 soldicrs, The 
Indian peop ¢ helped the Company to organise the govein- 
ment o the countiy, Just as to day, they Yelp vie King 
Empeior lo mamtam it ‘There aie to-day, and always 
have been, vastly more Indiais thi Knylish in the Tndian 
amy. There was, ther no Biulish conquest of India, 
We came as the helpers, not as the conquerors of Indians, 
The British Empnue m India grew because Natus abhoss 
avoid Indu was in 1761 AD. a countiv without a 
government The traders al Caleulta, Bombay and 
Madras weic the only people im India who in 1761 AD. 
had the power 02 the abihly to recowstucl what Panip: b 
had shattered When they showed t amsclves reluctant, 
Indians in many cases implored them to take the supreme 
power, to save the counuy [1 lie 16th ccntary Akbar 
dicaml,and almost rea ised the lien, of wn Indian nation 
wuited in a common patriotism aid civilisation, In Ube 18th 

Tho fulfilment “AMY the corcepuon was shaticred 
of Akbat’s beyond, as it secmed, all hope of rc buth. 
Duhain Could Akbar have usen tom the pave 
m 1761 A. D he would have retumed to the grave m 


* The scmioter war between James I] and Auiangvih in 
1686 AD may be regarded as hall an exoeplion to 
this statement 
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sorrow and despair. Could he mse now, would 1 not 
recommence to dream that his great conceplion may 
yet be realised ? Foi we Inghsh, whatever we have 
left undone, have restored the faint, yet never lost, hope 
ot Indian ymity, Indian patiotism, and Indian national 
greatness. In the midst of sectarian cues ol Sunni and 
Shia, of Brahman and non-Biahman, of Sukh and Rajput 
and Maratha, of Buddhist and Pais, of caste-men and 
outeaste, England steadily guided India on to the heacon 
of unity, And that I may emphasise this fact, J cannot 
better close than with those pleasing lines of a former 
laureate of England, 
“Well, I dreamed 


That stone by stone I 1cared a sacred fane, 

A temple, neither Pagod, Mosque nor Chuieh, 

But loftier, sumplez, always open doored 

To every breath from heaven, and Truth and Peace 

And Love and Justice came and dwelt thercin 

I watched my son,* 

And those that followed.] loosen stone {20m stone, 
” All my fair work ; and from the ruin arose 

The shuck and eurse of trampk d millions,] even 

As in the ume before ; but while ] gionned 

Liom out the suiset powed an eau rece 

Who fitted stone to stone agam, wd Tieth 

Peace, Lovennd Justice enme an] dwelt therein, 

Nor m the field without were secu or head 

Fires of Suttec, not wat! af baby-wile, 

Nor Indian widow ; and in sleep I said: 


* Yahangir, 1603-1627 A D 
+ Shah Johan. Auiangzib, elc.. 1627 AD and onwaid. 
£ eg. 1738 4.D, (Nadu ), 1761 4.1. (Panipat . 
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‘ All praise to Allah by whatever hands 
My mission be accomplished | ’ * 
That a Company of forcign merchants from the West 
*were chosen by Providence to accomplish this mission 15 
one of those maivellous romances of history which are 
stranger than any fiction. 





Irom Lennyso y's Akbar’s Dicant. 


LECTURE IV 
THE CATASTROPHE OF 1857 


My subject this evening 1s the famous Indian Mutiny 
of 1857, It is one of those stories of heroism and fortitude 
in the face of appalling odds which Enghshmen, and 

especially Enghsh soldiers, will never will- 
gavel ae ingly let die; but we must at the same 

time remember that to the lover of India, 
to onc who believes m the greatness of Tingland’s 
mission in this country, the tale is one of houror 
and sadness, relieved only by the glory of the biavery Unt 
was shown, and not always on one side only. To the officer 
of the Indian Army, proud of its traditions and of the 
greatness of its achievements, there mist come always 
in 1eading the story, the keen regret that so dak a stain 
upon its honour should stand us a black memory for all 
time to come ; thal the mstrument whiel had becn largely 
instrumental in forging the most wonderftl empire of the 
world’s history should have bioken in the hands of the men 
who made it and used it; thal, in shorl, human ualurc 
1s such that men ean be courageous and henourable soldicess 
at one moment, and mutineeis and murderers the next, 
For so 1t proved in 1857. And yet even Lrom this latter 
point of view the picture is not umicheved blackness. 
For there are numerous regiments of thc Indian Aimy 
which can boast that thei: annals, dating back to pre- 
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Mutiny days, are uusiained by the erme of mutiny ; 
mi merous fighimg races and fuendly xa ahs who can pomt 
toa rceord of unshaken ftdelrty Lo the “Sireat ,” and whole 
provinces o1 tracts of country which durmg those tenuible 
years gaye short shi 1 to rchcls, never dre: ming of aught 
int loyalty to that Power whose overthrow they realised 
could only result in India’s relapse mlo utter anaicliy. 
For this fact you must realice at the oulset s just is there 
had been no “coriquest” of India hy England, so the 
mutiny was not a rebellion of Indta against Lngland So 
keenly do many solchers (cel this that they call it not “the 
Mutiny,” but “thc Mutimies,” by way of emphasising the 
fact that the cy cnts of 1857 were not a mutmy of the whole 
Indian Aimy, but a scucs of local nisings by certam 
sections of that army, 

Ov the threshold of our story the question arises 
“Why 2?) Why did this magnificcut army which had for 
a century undcr its Enghsh officers gone from victory 

to vielory, accumulating traditions as 

Why? magnificcnt as those of any amy from the 

days of the Roman legions to the day» of 
Napoleon, suddenly east those tiadilions lo the winds ? 
What made them suddenly rise aid muider Lhe officers, 
and with then officers then wives and children, and 
break into an orgy of vincietive destruetion of evcry- 
thug English, which mnazed and broke the hearts of those 
who knew them and loved them best,,dirving men ven to 
suicide in then disillusionment ?* 

In the history books you will {md a dozen reasons, 
One treason which you will find assigned in all of them 
is the general unseltlement and umiest existing in the 


The Colonel of the 55th N I. shot himself on realising that 
his men were disaffected. 
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country, India was tull of ob vague excilame al, 
rimoms = ¢w rom: havau to 


Chupattees and and 
Jotus flowers bavau. And wt caly rumous Most 
mysteriously chupattecs (or guiddle cakes) hegan 
to cniculate hom village lo wha. Noo one k ov 
what thy pottendcd —Suularly lous flowas cuelated 
from reg’ment to regiment, me eontuoulcd to the un- 
defined unrest Such were the anors and werd signs 
and portents that heralded the stom 

But unrest and general excitement ane anc fect and 
not a catse, What causcd tus unsettled stte of the 
country ? 

Various people had y.uiors grievenecs, The native 
ehiets and rajahs and nobility genau tly were more host'le 
to the Company than had dren the ce se Jor many yerrs 

The poltoy of Past Vor their sy npathtwes had been 
annexation ahenated by the amexation policy of 
Lord Dalhousie, Governor General fiom 1818 to 18656. 
I told you in the last keetuic that the Company 
became paiamount power im India by conquemng 
(with the help of Indians) half Indii, and miking 
frends with the other half Te the catly decades 
of the 101th centu y, Uherefore, Indian cousitcd of two 
elasses of tenitory, land iuled by the British, and Tand 
ruled by native Indiana ki gs who were ue more or tess 
dependent alhanee wth the Company, The Jal er 
were tenacious of their independcnce ind of all 
thar dignities, * Dalhousie considered Uhat no boon 
could be bestowed upon these states greater than 
that of ducet British rule In di tenc2 of his policy of get- 
ting these states, when possible, anncxed, we must remem 
ber that these monaichs were generally foreigners in their 
states,and that their ule was extaemely bad In retrospect, 
however, we can see that his policy was muwise, and in 
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some cases unjust. The famous “doctrine of lapse* 
was untenable and mexeusable. Few would be found 
to day to defend the annexation under this doctiine of 
Satara, Jhansi and Nagpui. The annexation of Qudh, 
the gieat Ganges State whose dependent friendship with 
the Company dated bach so far, was justifiable, for its 
government was ghastly, but coming alter the other 
less defensible annexations, 1% alarried the nobility, 
Of the results of this annexation you will hear agam, 
fo. it undoubtcdly helped to cause the rebellion, since 
most of the Bengal Army was recruited from that province, 
Anothe, uct of Lord Dalhousie of which you will hear 
again is his refusal, quite just fiable m itself, to continue 
to Dhundoo Punt (otherwise the Nana) the adopted son 
of Bayt Rao, the last Peshwat cf the Marathas, the pension 
which hed keen bestowed upon the latter when he was 
deposed. It will preser tly be my painful task Lo describe 
the awful reyenge which he exacted for this act ; for it 
took the form of a well filled with the dead and dying 
bodies of Enghshwomen at Cawnpore. And—less sombre 
story, yet terrible too we shall see the Rani or Queen 
of Jhansi, she whose royal house Dalhousie had abolished, 
taking her ievenge also, and finally dymg in battle on 
horscback fighting as a man amongst her troops. 


* The doctiine m accordance with which Dall ousie held that 
Wan Indian king died without sons or hors by blood, his 
dominions lapsed automatically to the Company. Tus 
was im direct contradiction to tho theory of Uindn Jaw, 
which regaids adoption ay a legitimate means of oblaming 
heits, 

f fhe Peshwa was the hereditary head of the Maratha con- 
federacy. The office was abolished as a result of the 
treavhelous conduct of the last Peshwa, Baji Row, who 
howevor, was granted on annuity of Rs, 8,00,000 per annum 
(1818 A.D) 
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So much for Dalhousic’s work, that great yet too 
zealous tule. Dis work undoubtedly accounts for much 
of the estrangement of the nobilily.* But, after all, 
popular rebellions do not arise as a result of the grievances 
of the nobility. ‘The fears and hales of peoples and not 
of pmncees’inspire revolts and massacre. What unselticd 
the army and the people ? 

The army had’ for long been detenoating. Four 
regimental mutinies took place between 1814 and 1852 
A, D. It had won victories, if is tine, m the last 
The doterfoat- forty years. It had beaten the Sikhs 
eine tne dis and the Nepalese, and annexed Burma. 
native army Iw had annexed Sind and entered 
Kabul, though tts prestige had suflacd ous a sesalt 
of the disasters of the Afghan campmgn. It had 
operated in Persia. Tt had thus “begun that process 
of becoming the great imperial foice which it now 
is, But it possessed grave defects, Lord Bentinck 
called 11 the most cxpensive and imefficient aimmy 
in the world. Discipline was bad ‘The men obyceted to 
serve far fiom home. ‘Theii caste piejudiecs made move~ 
mentg by sea difficult, The system of promotion was 
idiotic. Subedais of sixty or seventy years of age woe 
not unknown, The Buitish officers were in equal cane. 
Jouty old colonels and generals of seventy existed f 


* [tis wouth noting hat al Cawnpow the o ter bo the hesoued 
gartison of surender on terms ran as ollows?: ‘To the 
subjects of Her Most Gracious Majcaly, Queen Vietoria. 
All those who are in no way connected wilh the ac 4 of 
Lord Dalhousie, and aro willing to Jay down thei: arms, 
shall receive a sale passayo to Allahabad. Voncst rs 
“ Hostory of the Indvan Mutiny,” 1, 451 

General Godwin who commanded in tho 2nd Biuimest War 
. was 70. Su Hugh Wheeler at Cawnpore was 76 
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Ticuteiants ware muddle aged gentlemen of forty be ore 
they beceme Captatus, so slow was promotion, which 
won hy stre semoriv Bes des, all able officers were 
taken from, wpimentil Guy loy for cyl admnustrative 
work  Tnitiative in this amy wes therefore at a low cl b. 
Moral standards mong hese off'cers, too, were not a weve 
Iigh, as we Iocan from “ Oakhcld,” a novel witten belore 
the Mutuiy by en offica* who was an uncle of Mis, 
Uumphicy Waid, aid a son of Di Ariald of Rugby 
Thus in 1856 Us army ou the side of both its English 
and ity Indian persor nel, had grave faults. 

Thus in 1856 there was, mm India, on the one hand 
an Tidian army which was, judged hy standards of 
eather times, an tnefhae it aid a disciplined — force, 
The smatlnum 2d 02 the other a growmg po, tical 
ber of British excitement and undefincd unicst. Such a 
Hoops force Could not far to iccerve contag’on 
from the various rumours that flew around Io. one 
thing, a very large number of the sepoys was recruted 
fiom Oudh, and the discontent of the nobility of Oudh, 
owing to the auncxation, soon disafiected the scpoys 
whose homes were there At this time, Loo, there came to 
the sepoys Lhe growing realisa ion that they were far more 
numerous Lhan the white soldicis in India. In 1856 the 
number of Kuro ean traops had beau allowed Lo fall very 
low There were abou, 10,000 white troops as against 
210,000 Tadieny .n che Company’s amy. This ves 
owmg to our commilments im China and Persia, 
and the 1eecnt Cumean War But Indians, who knew 
little of Enghsh power, believed that all our soldicis bad 
been killed in the Crimea, and that 40,000 was all they 


* Delafield Arnold, after wards Director of Public Tnstiuction 
in the Panjab. 
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had to reeko1 with. So the sepoys came lo the conyicl on 
that they held the Compaiy m Lhe hollow of them rand, 
and that Ind.e was a prenns: gg fcld far mits ty revo 
lution which would moke them all rayehs and generals, 
Besides, was there not a prophecy that, onc hur dacd ye ars 
<ftcr Plassev, the Company’s rule should peush ?* Se 
nme this swollen and degonaate force vagne cxatonenl 
and ambitious hopes spread 1856 

But im the cast there as one ery above all othasy with 
which desgmng men can for ther own ends stn the 
passions of the multitude, “Relic in danger ” And 

‘Religion now this termhke weapon was placcd by the 
in danger!’ folly or iefammg cnergy of the Com 
pat y’s chiefs in the hands of the wasecn instigators ,of 
rebelhoa., Missionay activity hud for some yeas een 
unwisely fostered by oficers and officads., A Colo rel 
admitted in an enquiry that he tncd to corvert casual 
men, whom he met m the strect, imespecuve of whether 
they might be his own soldiers or not. Railways ind 
telemaphs, just bempg imtiodiced, were reguided as 
mysterious agents of Chiistiautty  fudiars were filled 
with a vague terror of Kuropeansation, which they 
repaided as a first slep to their compubory Cl estat 
isation, Vinally, ymorance ar eaiclossness ot ineredible 
stupidity at Woolw eb Arseial produccd ev cartidge for 
the new Dinfield ufle im wiose make-up the 
Jat of eowe or oxen had bear used, in coarexrey 
with the device for greasng the billet A icgulation 
aiered sepoys to bite the end of Uhe  euthidge. 
This ensured the greasing of the bullet ay i entered the 
muskel. The cark forces which were moving in India 


* Asindced actually happened, for after {he Muliny the Queen's 
government in England abolish.’ the Company as tle 
eovenung authority ol India = Plissey was in 1767 A.D, 
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in 1856 had obtained the lever they needed. The Utndu 
faith 1s such that any man obcying the order im connevion 
with cartridges made with ox or cow-fat, would have 
lost his caste and been doomed to hell, In January 1857 
reports weie received fiom Dim Dum musketry instiuc- 
tion depot that the sepoys believed that the cartridges 
were greased with cows’ auc pigs’ fat to destroy the 
caste and shock the picyudice of imdus and Mussalmans, 
and so pave the way to forung them to become Christians 
The oider to bite the cartridge was hunicdly cancelled. 
Men were to be allowed to make their own. arrangements 
for greasing the cartridges. Ixplanations and assurances 
were issued, but 1b was too late, To discontent and greed 
and ambition i the sepoy was added an even move driving 
human emotion, tcrrot. Thousands of sepoys became 
couvinced that the Birtish woc resolved to destroy their 
easte, and make them Christians. In terror for the 
present social degradation which this would .mvolve, 
and for the safety in the future of theit immortal souls, 
they rushed, many of them with a stab of soldieily reget 
for their vanished military honour, into mutiny and 
massacre. This must be remembered ib is undoubtedly 
taue that vast numbers of those who fought us in 1857 
beheved they were fighting for the safety of then religion 
in tlus world, and their souls 11 the next. Fo 1gnorance 
in India goes Lo increds ale lengths , and the delermmation 
and termble excesses of the mulineers can he lagely ex- 
plained by the fact tha to Jarge numbers of them the war 
of 1857-9 wa» a war of ichgicn, that most bitter of all 
forms of human conilict 
And ihe pcople, the common milhons of the Indian 
cities and villages? Well, m Oudh and many other 
proviecs, they were the fathers and mothers and 
children of the sepoys, aid shared their fears and 
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hates. In vast tracts, however, men knew little of the 

Vague tears of (Auscs of the fighting. Doubtless in many 

new tdeas parts of India there was vague fcar 
ot novel ideas. For did not the “ Sitear ” encourage thes 
remarniage of widows, and forbid them to burn themsel yes 
alive on thei: dead husband’s pyre * Were they not 
binding the land jin chains of non?* Did not their 
“ padies ? preach a new religion, aud school-masters 
teach Enghsh to ther young men, that language which 
would asstucdly destroy their religion ? { Neveitheless, 
vast tiacts remamed peaceful, and even where fighting 
took place, all that many a village knew was that the old 
evil days had come again, and theic was nothing to do 
but pray that the “oircar ’’§ would soon iestore order, 
and punish the violent men, whethe: white or dark of 
face, who came and robhed their vllages, Some sad 
the Mogul in Delhi was 1uler now ; what eacd they who 
ruled, Mogul or Company Bahadur, provided he kept 
the peace and slopped these tumults, and did not take 
too much in taxation ? 

So, driven by ambition and vague hopes which they 
searecly put into form, bul most of all by terro, the 
gicater part of the Bengal Army dashed into rellion, 

Mutiny of tho Lhe Bombay aid Madras armes for 

Bongal Army = the most part icframed and temained 

loyal, 

* Lad Bentinck, -Governor Genial, forbade tlus custom, 
cfled Sati,’ in 1929, In 1818, 1839 women burnt, thom 
solves olive in this way. <A case occwiad in 1905 in Bihar. 

{ Dalhousie introduced telegraphs into [India ‘The fist 
1ailway was constiucted shortly befoie the Mutiny. 

{ English was mado tho language of collogea m 830. English 
Universities were siarled abl Caleutia, Bombay and Madras 
about the time of the Mutiny. 

§ wa. Governmont. 
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On March 29, 1857 A. D., mutinows acts Look place 
at Batrackpur in the 81th N, I, which was at  onee 
disbanded Strange fires Inoke out mm cantonments 
“whe outbreak at there, and m= this and the following 
Mee ut month at Ambala, a thousand mules 
away mm the Panjab. But these were mere isolated inci- 
dents. On April 2tth, 535 men of the 8rd Cavaly at 
Meerut refused he cartitdges, and at 2 courtmattial 
reectved hard labour for 10 years, A Inigade parade 
was held at which the misgmuded men were publicly 
placcd in fetiers The scpoys, maddened at the spectacle, 
and buining with sympathy fo1 their comrides, whom 
they believed to be suflermg for then religion, prepared 
to revolt’ On the 10th May, Sunday, as the English 
renidents wore diving to chuich, the sound of muskelry 
hioke in upon the tollmg of the bells That sound marked 
the beginning of the Great Mutiny, for the fling was that 
of the 8rd Cavahy and the 20th N, I. murdering their 
Liighsh officers At Meerut there were British iniantry, 
eavalry and cilillery , but Unough meredible slackness 
and folly the mutimecss were allowed to escape to Delhi, 

Bahadut Shah, whee they cnthroned Bahadm Sah, 
Mogul Emperor the old, now nomunal, Mogul Empeior, 
of India who was sul peumtited to oeeupy the 
imperial palace of the Moguls, ‘The old inaa, who had 
been present as a young man wieu Lord Lake fifly years 
before fust met he Mogu ,* was bul a puppet in their 
hands ; but wilkugly or unw Tl igly he had to give Lhe 
sanction of his august name to the many deeds of hoor 
which took placc in Dell and elscwhere ‘The fall of 
Delhi was the atal fact of the opening 
days of the Mutiny, It gave the rebels 
* Shah Alam, m 1803 \ 1). the sunc who gave Clive Bengal 

m 1765 A. D. 


Fall of Delhi 
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all over North India a iallymg pomt ard the picstige of a 
monarch and a capital, and this fatal cvent was directly 
due to the stupidity of the authouties of Meeiut who 
regarded the safcty of Meerut as of more mportance thar 
the intcgirsy of Delhi A fatal lack of imagination some- 
times charactelises out racc. 

The fall of Dcalln was muked by one glouous cvctit 
Near the palace was sitiated the malazinc, contammg 
munitions sufficient for an amy. Lt Willoughby with 
eight Kuropeans defended it to the last against hordes of 
attackers, and finally blowitup Pour of the u nc escaped 
with their lives.* 

eAnd now all over North India rebe ion broke out in 
a flood, Betwecu Allahabad and Delhi the Compa ty's 
government diseppeared. Ata hundud places sepoys 

Widespread tuned and murdered then ollie cis, or the 
Mutiny In North populace rose and plundered and massadcd 
orGentral India Gch Inglishmen and Engl shwomen as 
they could lay their hands on, At Jhansi in Central India 
the throncless queen took her long-delayed reve age in the 
hlood | of 55 Dnglsh men, women and childien. Its 
impossible Lo data all the local rings ind massac s 
that took place But you must hewere above all of 
thinking that perfidy and massaete were univasal, As 
a whole oily one aimy ol the thie, namely he Reusal. 
noke its faith = In South India, m lower Be aygal, 1 much 
of the Bombay P csidency, m the Panjib, thee 
were fow oulbicaks Only one-thud 
of Indi tevolicd Tie South Indian 
princes led by the Nizam of Uydaabad 
and most of the northern ones such as Thiid, and Patiala, 


Rebellion 
only partial 


* The gon of one of Lhem 14. Tousst Jived to keeau Su 
George Torrest, and wiite the histovy of (ha Mut vaca cd 
to oveasionally in (he footnotes of (his kctme, 
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and the Rayput States, kept faith with the Sirear — Sadia 
did his best at Gwahor m the face of a hostile and muti- 
nous tumy. Privaic loyalty perhaps it were better called 
humanity was often at the disposal of our unfortunate 
countrymen and women, ¢ve1 when it meant risk of life 
for the benefactors ; and many an Englishman owed Ins 
lile to the shelter of Indian gentry ox peasants, Again 
and again I must reiterate that the Mut ny of 1887 was 
not a universal rebellion of all India agamst the Com- 
pany’s rule. 

Mutiny and rebellion took place on a lage seale only 
in the country now called the United Provmees and in 
Central India. In these regions very few places escaped 
anaichy unless British troaps in lege’ numbers were 
stationed in them, or unless an independent rajah mam- 
tamed his loyalty Witlun this region, though a hundred 
placcy demand our notice, I have time only to draw your 
attention to the events at Delhi, Lucknow and Cawnpore, 
Tor the story of those thee cities has rightly domimated 
the minds of mast historians of the events of 1887; for 
the first was the scene of one of the most gallant and 
stmiking achievements of the British Army; the steond 
saw a muacle of Burtish fortitude, skill and valour, and— 
let us not forget to add—Iudian devotion ; * the (hid 
recalls a ‘memory of fruitless valom and unutterable 
woe.” In June, 1657, the two mam problems {acme the 
Builash authoritics were the 1¢ captme of Delln, the capital 
of the mutineers, and the home of the new Indian “Empe- 
peror ” whom they had enthioned ; and the relief of the 


* At Lucknow there were in the Residency meie Indian 
professional soldieis than British, (eacluding British 
officeis) The numbers wore Butish N © O’s and mon 
671 ; Indian officers,N.0 O’sandmen 712, Lord Roberts’ 
testimony to thei: woik 1s quoted later. 
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little garrisons attempting with hero valow lo save 
Lucknow and Cawnpore for England, together with the 
precious hives of the women and ehildien crowded w thin 
their defences. 

The problem of the 1e capture of Dell was o1¢ for the 
forees in the north In these cicumsluncs it was of 
immense value that the Panjab and the Sishs, together 
with the independent Sikh states, rema nc d loyal, 

About the attitude of the Sikhs there was ttlle doubt. 
They had been conquured by us only scven years beforc,* 
but the verdict of Instory onee given, Urey had 

The splendid loyally accepted it. D'or hac not Tegh 
lovalty of the Bahadur, one of the early Ginus o1 Popes 
Sikhs of then ichigion prophesied to Aurngab 
that “ Huropeuns slut come from beyond the secs, tour 
down thy pwdahs and destioy thy empne?”? This 
prophecy the Sikhs recalled at the suoscquent siege 0% 
Dellu Besides, the Mutiny was partly a Mohammadan 
movement,f and Sikhism wis the mortal encnayy of Ishim. 
So when the Deputy Commissioner of Amhala,  lorsyth, 
went to the Mahataja o° Patiahk, (hoad of that house 
whos? descendant was later called into cme! on be rll 
ot Tadie duung the agony of the Garmin Wu), nad saul ; 
“Mahaaja Sthib, aie you for us or agams ns? swill 
came the inswer “As dongas T hye, om yours 7% Ay 
for the Stkhs under om dneet iule, thar a titude, ad it 
been wavering, was decided by the vigem of British action 
on the fron ier. A question of the utmos importu ce 
was the attitude of Dost Mahomed, the Amu of Af haii- 
stan Anarchy m India had fom time mimemorial been 
followed as a matter of course by invasion f om the north- 


1818 \. TD. in the 2nd Sikh War. 
Bahadw Shah, the Linperor at 1 Thi, wis Muhamn adau 
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west passes, But al ths yuneture there were strong 
Tho guading Men guarding the matches, of the Lype of 
of the North General Cotton, Col. Ilerbert Edwards, 
o West and Mayo: John Nicholson, A_ half. 
battalion of the 35th Bengal Regt. mutinied, It was 
decided to disuim all suspectcd icgments at Peshawar. 
Their coloncls objected, with that pathetic faith in their 
men which led to so many tragedies m 1857, and nothing 
but General Cotton’s stem “you will obey orders ” 
brought them to reason. But offiects even then testi. 
fied their faith and their disgust at the necessity by flmg- 
ing their spurs and swords in ¢ mongst the weapons of ther 
men, as they were taken fiom them. The colonel of the 
55th committed suds. But there were men im the 
Panjab who knew bctter than these purblind olfieers, 
When the mutinous 55th marched off with the colours, 
6 Nicholson pursued them, killed 120, 
John Nicholson captured 150, and blew forty of them 
fron, guns, m the presence of half the 
frontier tribesmen, ‘The frontier, and with it the Ann, 
realised that the Company was still maslez, and men 
e.owded to offer thei: services, Pathans and Sikh? were 
hastily formed mto regiments and the Panjab was ready 
to help m the rceapture of Dah, and the suppression of 
the revolt Sa, as of yore, Ue north-west sent men into 
an anaiclic India, but this tume they came as a discrphned 
amy under the command of some of the finest Hnghshmen 
in India 
On Junc bth # foree of four thousand troops, al first 
miinly Enghsh, fiom Ambala and Meerut, took up a 
postion outside Delhi on the udge to the north of 
The glorious the «ty. Dell was a walled town, and 
recapture of to this very day the walls stand pittcd and 
elnt $ marked with the bullets and cannon balls 


‘ 
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whieh struck them m 1857, Wiha woe poh ps 50,000 
desperate rebels 3 without stood he ling force of attackers, 
miscrably supplied with guns, Slowly though the summer 
the force giew as reinforcements came, but d scasc and 
death toak heavy toll On August Mth came Nichal- 
son, now Brigadier General, with the lorecs of Lhe noith- 
west. With himewas a young offiecr named Roberts, 
aflerwards so well known as Lord Ro oerts of Kandaha, 
Other famous men at the ridge were Hodson of Tadson’s 
Horse and Brigadier Geneial Wilson of the Arillay 
But Nicholson was the yicatest of the mutiny hetocs. 
On the frontic: he was worshippcd as the god“ Nikhil 
Seyn.” At Delht his presence, after bis Jeng mei 
from Rawalpindi, inspued the weary force with new 
enelgy and strength. On Septembe> 11, the Panjab 
sicge train havmy arrived, 1b was deaieed to storm t 
city, Our total force was then not more than 6,500 
infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and 600 artill ry, of whom o ly 
8,817 were Butish, The rest were Sikhs, some of whom 
had fought us m 1868, other Panjabis. fro rticrsmen 
Gurkhas, and othe: Indians of the behing races. hus 
Delhi was taken by a force of which the majority wis 
More Indians Indian. Tas tiny foie on Sc ptember 
than Biltish In 21 stormed a welled oly mutincd by 
the Delhi force ve dimes thee muomber wc Lec figh ny, 
full of darmg decds, cap ricd tl. Ullar unatcly Nicholson 
fell at the head of his amen, but byed to kuow that the © ty 
was won, ard im conseqience Indin saved for Ua sland, 
Fon that is the « pnificanee of the fall of Della, Hs dal 
decided’ the ultimate issue of the eampa ya AIL inet 
knew now that the British Government would recova 
its position and wayerers in o her parts of Indin no longer 
sat on the fence to see who would win. For with Dellu, 
the eaprtal of the revel, aid the emperor whom tle rc bels 
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had ent nened. Tell into our hand, and with the ¢atine 
tion o the house of the list of Uhe Moguls the mutiny 
lost such nation: l appeal wit had boca able to make 

Mcontime lower dow Ue Ganges and the Jumna 
evaits of desperate | croism and unutterable tragedy had 
taken phic. AS Delhi hid lo ac recaptured fiom the 
north, se the rewlo* the h tle gasons of Cawnpore and 
LIueknow had to be mani gee ftom, Ben,al m the soutl. 
Let us see what had hyppe red at hese places, 

At Lucknow the nmimy began on May 80th, $n Tenry 
Lawrence, the Chtef Comuiussioner of Oudh, after a disaster 
at Chinhui, was compelled te shut lumselfup with women 

$i: Henry and childicn, and such troops as he had « 
Lawrence at th Residcucy, bu'lt with acjoming build 
Lucknow was ore pece of slabtly rsng ground 
yw Lucknow, Ue had with hun 1720) fighting meu, of 
whom 712 war loyal Indians : 600 women and children, 
and 680 niliy< civilians of vt ous classes * Ths uopean 
soldicis wei Chelly of He Vi yesty’s 82nd Cornwell 
Regiment, which was onlumeatc, sine Comushmen know 
som¥ling or mrunc, muh of which hid do be done n 
the siege. Such was the tiny fore» with which e tly mn 
July Si. entry Livwerence had to resist the desper te 
attacks of tens of thonsmnads of rebels 

Mennlime at Ctwnpore Sit Tigh Wheeler made the 
Jatal nustake of choosiug a weak entrenchme ib, 200 yards 


* The pioadd td witha th Restleucy wes O00 sords. 159 
o the fi,h img men werd civilun volintcers who we> 
ol more usc lalcr on thie at drat * Sir,’ saidonc Anglo 
Indian volunteer to his off ec, * wl at are we to doif charge ch 
by clephants #” “Whether able to keep of such hug; 
animals or nol.’ was the a swer, ‘ Goyonincnt espeets 
ench individual to make the attempt Fo 1st ~Zostory 
of the Indian Mutiny. Pert 1, 230, 
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equar, moan opal perede-,rour which could be 
sir Hugh * sily bombarded, as his phlice ol 
Wheeler at defenec, rather than Ue stroup magasie, 
Cawnpore casily capable of deferce ‘Phe rum unt, 
<s has becn remarked, was not hgh cough“ to keep 
ont an etiive cow.’ In the enelostuic die were bwo 
banacks, one thatched. In these miserebhk  delonces 
the ,,atison of 460 men and 1,000 woe t, Ch Idren and 
invalids, resisted fiom June 7 to 27, torlincd by day 
by the sun, half dying of thist and cxposuic, and pounded 
night and day by round shct which destroyed then 
shelter and defences, and made hic a living death. ‘Lhe 
situation was hopeless, and Su Hngh Wheeler knew 1 .* 
sd did Dhundoo Punt, the adoplc d son o the ox Poslwwa, 
who lived near Cawnpoie, and dirccted the moveme ils 
of the rcbels there. For him the day of reve age, so long, 
meditated, was grow ng, near 
He opencd a negotiation with sir Tlugh, andy romiscd 
to convey the guritson sulely to Allahe bad, af they would 
surrender, But os they merehcd wreetebedly ta the 
The viack PVO" side Sir Tugh and others were 
treaghery of murdered: as they sat in the boats ready 
Dhundoo Punt ig move down the rivera mundcrous fire 
trom the uver side, now called Massacie Gh 1, was apencd 
upon them. Of those, who cseyped he fic, he men, 
save fow, who swam lo saicty, were slaughtered, the 
women and childrcn to the number of 200, and five men, Tt 


ay 


On the 2dth of June Sn Hugh wiote do Sn Hay Lawic ca 
al Lucknow ‘ Bittish sp nit alone remains, but it mot 
last fo1 ever. Surely we are not lo dielikeiats m a cugel’ 
Forrest History of the Indian Mulmy Part 1, 161. 

4 These figmies include some who woie not present at the 
entrenchment o. the subsequenl Masgaue Glat tragedy, 
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wore taken and confined in a building called the Bibi 
gath = Meantime icliuibution was apnroaching from thc 
south, Havelock with the relicving forec from All yhabad 
buoyed up with the hope of saving the garrison of Cawwn- 
pore, was rapidly diawing vear, 

Dhundoo Punt, or the Nana, as men called Him, took 
measures to see thal in Cawnpore, ab teast, there should 
be nothing to rewad Havelock’s efforts. On the 

‘the darkest 10th July the five men were slain. That 
page of Indien same day a moic foailul order was 
History cauted out, By the Nana’s command, # 
command which the sepoy guard over the prisoners refused, 
to their honow, to execute, the surviving women and 
eh ldren were hacked ta donth hy two bnichers, wh 
pensants, and » Maratha, and their warm, and m some 
eases yet hving bodies flung into a well near by. History 
has few deeds to recoid more ghastly than this erime of 
a Maratha degencratkc. ‘To-day, a marble monument, 
surrounded by the angel of peace, ‘‘ sacred to the perpetual 
memory of a gieal company of Christian people, chiefly 
women and children,” stands on the site of the well in 
Cawnpore ; but no*monument is needed to retain in, the 
hearts of Englishmen the perpetual memory of that 
feuful massacre. We can pietwie the wrath and horror 
of Iavelock’s men, who had marehed 126 miles in nme 
days and fonght four haliles in the hottest part of the 
season, in the fond hope of saving the garrison, when, on 
entering Cawnpore, alas! too late, they gazed at the 
slaughter house and the well; nor need we wonder that, 
for nonths after, they slew, and sometimes slew unjustly, 
m the name of the victims of Cawnpore. One thing may 


but were captured elsewhere ard placed with the captives 
in the Biblgarh, 
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be pointed out ; whatever may havc becn the ease at the 
Massacre Ghat, the massacre of the B.bigarh was not the 
work of the Indian Army Beyond this nothmg enn be 
usefully said; we can only irecord Lic evert, ard pass 
shuddering hy. 

News vf these events, 1caching Lucknow, deicimined 
the garrison to hold out to the vay last, Su Uenry 
Lawrence was kilied carly m the siege, and Brigadier 

Inglis, who commanied the Cornwalls, 

L ‘okie f took command. With extraordinary skill 
and devotion the garuson fought their 

swarms of assailants till Havelock and Outram lowed 
their way mm on September 25th when they were at their 
lat gasp, and had the joy of sav ng them fron the fate of 
Cawnpore. How the Highlanders came fighting through 
the streets, and entering the Residency seized and threw 
up in deluous joy the little childien, whose lves they 
had saved; how others m the rehevimy foree looked 
anxiously for their wives, and found them, or found them 
not; these and a hundred othe: tales of human emotions 
make a story which can searcely be read or told without 
a lump in the throat, But uf we are to dcal in sentiment, 
let us reserve some for those gallant sepoys who proved 
faithful to their salt at Lucknow. Hear the words of 
Lord Roberts + “ We maivelled that Aiken and Loughman 
could have manaed to defend .t (the Bailey Guard) * 
Robeits’ for newly five months, ‘There was plenty 

the sepa - of evidence on all Lhe smrounding )uild- 
Lucknow ings of ihe dangeiors nature of the 
service which they and thei: gallant Native comrades 
had so admirably performed. Althongh we wore pressed 
for time, we could not resist stopping to speak to some 


* One of the delence posts of the Residonor. 
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of the Native offieers and sepoys, whos magnificent 
Joy ilty throughout the siege was one of the most gratify. 
ing features of the Mutiny .” * 

OF the subsequent fighting sound Lucknow; how 
“Tavelock dicd ; how Outram and Colm Campbell (Loid 
Clyde) completed the re coiquest of Oudh; how 
in another pert of Indit Sir Tlugh Rose 
with less than 5,000 mén, ricluding four 
scpoy regnne ts* marched 1,000 miles, 
fought 16 battles, captuicd 150 «ims, and had sunstroke 
five times—all in five months ; how the queen of Jhans, 
described by Six Hugh as the “best md Inavest of the 
rebel leaders,” died on horsc-back im battle; all this 1 
hive no time ta tell Toheve omitted much that if 14% 
shame to omit, how Loid Roberts, and Oxenham of the 
Cornwallk—won the V. C.; how Tlodson of Tlodson'’s 
Horse {ell at Lucknow ; how the navy, under Peel of the 
“Shannon,” made its long am felt on the plains of 
Oudh, how Sikhs and Wighlanders dashed together at 
the breach in the Sceunderhagh at Lucknow, and slew 
2,000 rebels withm the building, “ Remember Cawnpoic, 
boys ” answer ng the “ Dm, Din ” of the enemy, as they 
drove the bayonet home. 

Well, 1t 1s gelling late, and I untst reluctantly pass 
by these heroisms of sixty years ago. IL is enow,sh to say 
t oat, 9 2 result of fortitndc as great nad deeds ns gilant 
ay any that history knows, order was restored m the 
<listurbcd areas in two years. 

One definite result of the catastrophe was the death 
of the Company. A prophecy, aheady refered to, 


The ond of 
the Mutiny 


+ Porly-one years un india by I. M. Lord Roberts, V.C. K. G. 
Vol. I, page 310, 
t Of the Madras and Bonibay armies. 
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stated that the Company would fal a hundied yous 
The “Plassey”? after Plassey and in the rest be at was ot ly 
prophecy comes one ycarout. Poron Novamber 1st, 1858, 
true A.D, a proclamation was made 11 India 
which informed prmecs and people that Queen Victoria 
heueeforth took the place of the Company, as the gover) 
ing authority of India; thet the Governor Gencial shou d 
govern as Viccroy’m her name, that the rehgion of the 
people, and the throncs of pumccs, were safe from attack 
and that rebels and mutineeis should he forgive 1, save 
such as had committed murder ‘The work of this procla- 
mation was continued when mm 1877 the Queen took the 
title Kaisar t Hind or Empress of Tacit The result of 
these acts is that India has recervcd a ste Tus More ANG MEAL 
consonant with the dignity cnd aspirations of her people 
No one could be proud of bemg the subject of a Com 
pany ;” the camouflage by winch the Company pretended 
so long that the Moguls still casted wis no longer posstb ¢ 
afta. the house of Akber pettshed im the cataclysm of 
1857 A. D., and cvay suceceding ycar has proved the 
wisdom of the decisions of 1858 and 1877. We do o 
woik,and pass uway , and the Company, whose werk wits 
donc, was not exempt from the commen lot. But yar, 
who wilh me in these Icctuacs have vitehed als bath, 
its greatness, and its dearth threes, may wall rear with 
sympathy the words in which a Compwy jneseutea as 
sovereign with an cmpire : 

“Let Ter Majesty appreciate the gift let her Iuke 
the vast country and the teeming millions of Indi under 
her dirget control; but let her not forgel the gie t 

The Company COMpoiation from which she has recerved 
hands over them, not the lessons ta be leauncd fiom 
charge its suecess,?* 


Quoted by Vincent Smith: Orford Hast ry of India, p. 727 
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The Company had bed chosen by Providence m 
matvellods fashion to aecomplish a mighty work : it eum 
ed, not without reason, that sts work had been “ not only 

The ossential ONC Of tre purest m mention, but one 
wok of the of the most beneficent im act. ever kiown 
Company among mank id; tt had rescued one- 
Afth of the world’s inhabitants fiom anarchy and misery ; 
and even the catastiop ie of 1857 may be regarded 44 a 
proof that its work har been good. bor had Biitish 
power, disguised as tie Comoany, been wholly repugnant 
to India, then, if ever was the time for India to show it; 
but the fact thal the British armics which suppressed the 
revolt had a cousidciable proportion of Indian troops, 
the loyalty, csen in the midst of those trying events, 6f 
all the greater punces, of the greater part of the country, 
and of two sepoy armies out of threc, together with the 
majority of the fighting races, showed thal the Company 
had indeed, as it ela’med, laid deep and well the founda 
tions of the magnificent empire which rt had eicated. 
In what manner the Buttish Crown and Parhament have 
built on those foundations wil become cleat, I hope, in 
my next Jocture. 


LECTURE V 


THE DAWN OF SELF-GOVERNMENT * 


I reach this evening the final stage of a journey which 
I hope has not been over-weaiy for those of you who 
have done me the honour of travelling with me though 

The Fitth the four stages of Jc history whch 
lecture ig a polil- we have so far accomplished You 
toat one all know the iinitating habit which so 
many history books had at school; the history 
of England, for instance, used to stop at 1870, just when 
one fell it was getting interesting, becanse rt dealt with 
times in which one had lived oneself. This irritating: 
habit was due to the fact that history mixes rtsclf up, 
when it ig modern, so much with politi, that is not 
easily ‘taught. A conservative teacher would gtve auch 
different lessons from a taslical teacher; and what lrage dies 
would happen if the inspector were 9 Ho ue-ruler, and the 
teazher a Carsonite ! So history books in scheols stop 
wisely shot of present times, o1, al any rate, uscd to do 
so when I was young; but my audience here to-night 
is an audience of men, not ehuldren, who wish Lo understand 


This leétme was published with slight moduleations in 

the Galeutia Review of July, 1920. Acknowledgmenis 
are made to the proprietors of the Rewmew ( the Vice-~ 
Chancellor and Syndicate of the Caloutin University ) for 
their courtesy in pormilling its 1epublication hero. 
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the probly ns, polttic orc thar wasc, of the countyy Lo which 
they have come A dsa he ca clud ng ‘ecinre of ay 
course on Indim history will dea weth dhit soit of history 
.Which is polttics ; it will co tunr recent and prcscil day 
history, about wlech mo sou ctses tb fessonate confhet 
of opinion exists Aadso Timor the posit on dla radical 
teacher who may have a conscivabye daspcctor listens 
to his ksson o1 cice versa yw opind 5 will bo my own 
raid you ae nol bouid to wcept them, T stall make 
stulcments whieh quilc lage amber ol pcople in this 
country would probably challenge ; bul even if you do net 
«ccept whet T say, Eshall at least hive stimulated thou,ht 
and caabled you lo uideistaid this moder India hetter 
thy, boom And that, ester all, is the main reason Way 
The ve taken you thiougi1 1 sor of Cook’s tow through 
Indian history fiom 2000 yours ago to the assumption 
by Ica late Mejesty of the idle oO Hanpress of India or 
Judia is above ala country whose listory you must know, 
even lca history of 2000 years aga, before you can under 
stand what we Rknglsh are doing in the country to-day, 
and what we may yet hope to do 
Torst Tmust ask yow indulgence, while, for the benc ft 
of those whe Taye missed any of the previous lecturs, 
aid to rchesh thems of those of you who have been 
prescnk al all ol them, Taiccapttulate a 
Redapitalation hitle. I showed you inde, at the dawn of 
history, tihebited by dirk, short-statured, 
snub-nosed folk, T then showed you a while, tall, long 
noscd, so called Aryan, mvaing host entering India fom 
the noith-west, centtuy after century, bl in ithe course 
of ages a new civibsation and a new people arose from the 
mmghng. The colour of the new 1ace ranged through all 
the vativus shades of biown, fiom almost white to almost 
black ; thew religion, the customs, and their laws were 


vt 
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peculiar,and differe it fom these o.. y other poople, bane 
marked eluefly by tha exttuuidinary reverence for Biah- 
mans, and the mstitution of caste. Ths peo; tc were and a 
are known as Hindus, and they occupied the whole ob the 
Indian peninsula, with the exeeplion of various jangle 
tracts inhabited by the abortgimal dark, smub-noscd people 
whom they had been unable to subdue or eivilise. ‘The 
land was parceled up into hundreds of petty Uindu 
kingdoms, constantly fightimg onc another,* 
story fast tells us how this remarkable people, mn 
addition to 1ts reigon of Brahmanism, volved 
another cyen more famous, Buddhism. It tells 
. , too, how ths reddy Thacu recy 
the ane: sults of m India, beside suffering the nuseries 
of intemal war betwen its vartous 
kingdoms, suffered furlher invasions fom the noith- 
west, at the hands of Greeks, Sevt tars and Iluns I 
showed you thit invasions frove Lhe north wos op ses 
are a coustant feature of Tndian Inslory frome the carliest 
immes till the twentreth century AD, tac last however, 
that of 1919 A.D., having becn fortunatcly stoped a 
its meeption, I showed you, howcv t, tha Tadie was 
uluumately shengthened rather hen wekcned by vse 
brvasions, just as the decayn g Roman Laupite, at ta her 
ts diferer. hagmenia, were ler tev ervigate co by the 
mewsion and settloment n Ei iope of Gotas and Maks 
and Lombaids. The Enghsh s ovk is strong, i ul nof 
weak, as a result of Danish and Norman unvasion. So 
Greek and Seythian and In, m se fir os acy settled 
im Indig, mingled with ihe people, adopted the Tiindu 


There weio no Muhammadans ci Jigs is im daet Muham- 
madans or Unglishrien did not ot that time (1000 33, 0} 
exist in the walk, 
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tehgion, and became Rajput and Jat and Maratha cte. ; 
and to this stock India’s army owes much of 11s personnel 
and valour. In this mixe1 stock, and m such wide 
Cxpanses of continent, unity, polical orsacial, was difleult, 
But though such empires as arose hike the Maurya, and 
that of the Guptas, were but partial, aud extremely short 
lived, icligion, which even mi its varous forms in India 
had a commen hasis of philosophy and faith, was a unify- 
ing factor, and im 1000 A.D. though India was m no 
scnse a pohtical unity, there seemed no 1cason why she 
should not develop ultimately into a great united 
ampuc hke that of Rome, o1 mto a number of national 
kingdons like modein Ewope,. 6 
Then canie the caidmal event m India’s history, 
the incursion and settlement of a civilisation and a 
aehgion perenmally and uticrly hostile to the type 
of crvihsation ard rchgion represented 
of ne comNE by Iindwsin. Tad nature deliberately 
chosen ftom her museum of civilisations 
and ieligions, the {wo most inherently antagonistic, the 
two most utterly mutually repugnant which she could 
find, she could have chosen no diltcrently.* Thndusm, 
thaefore, unable to absoib, as rt has absorbed almost 
every faith and philosophy which i lias eneountcied, 
had cither to he absorbed, 01 stand eternally antagoniste 
ia the new rehmou In part the hist process took place, 
bai only on a spiall scale ; conversions Lo Isham wert not 
numeous cnough Lo thicaten Tlinduism scuously as the 
faath of India, and so the two religions and cultures lived 
, 


Islamie rehgion is so cogmea ic, Ishkumic culture so defhtite 
and clear-cut, that they cannot easily be modifled by 
contact with othe: faitls and cultures. It neither assimi- 
intes nor is assmulaied = ‘Linkish aehgion and culture as 
much what rt was 600 years ago. 
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or side by side in the same laid, mutually hostile to, 
and mutually contemptuous of cach other, Islam despised 
Hindusm as superstition and idolatry,  Wmduism 
despised Islam as unphilosoplical dogmatism. The two* 
faiths haye Leen in Indie as oil and water now for well-nigh 
a thousand years. So long as the tivo cultures cond 
not mo-hfy, nor be modifica by, each othe, Indian social 
and political untty could only be vn dicam, and an Indian 
national hfe inerely a hopeless aspuation. Ita as if the 
Welsh had continued Druids while the Englisl invaders 
became Chistians , as if the mve ding Danes had continued 
to worship Woden and the Angles Jcsus, 

» The two crhsat ars, the two rel gions, fought ar 
political mastery in India, and the Moslem won, And m 
so winning, the Moslem, whether invider or converted 

Windu, won his bial ught iw India. 
Sianity Efe The verdicts of history an seldom 

revised, alter a cotam  penod, on 
appeal to the Ingh Court of Tone ; no one challenges my 
ght to call myself English because perchance Lt may be 
Nomman or Dane, the German Astim who became 
#rendh wn the 16th century bes remuncd Preach. And so 
neither: the Jindu brooding over Lhe glovics of ancient 
Hindu India, nor we English in fully cppreciating those 
gloves, mus forge? tha the Ind om Wisahnu rns 
fully a ettizen of Incha, “bone of its ho ic and flesh ol its 
flesh,” us the Unndu. Nea ly all Indian Moslans are 
descended fom converted Ihindus 3 Indi n Tslanne ervihsa- 
tion, at first an exotic mport, has taken oul in the sacd 
soul, and’ drawn much of rts 1 fcblood fom it. ‘Thus, then, 
formeily by his vicloucs at Trtin aad Salikota,* but 


1192A.D and 1505 A.D, respectively. Lhe ono won Noth 
India, the other Youth India for Islam. 
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Jater more by right of prescr ption and buth, the Tndian 
Moslem won his brighhight = And fo1 a limc, more than 
hs bnth right ; for he bere me for centurics a domiiant 
rice and eultuie , and eventially a great cmpire, not of 
ell, but of more than halfof Indii grew up, in whichmonarch 
and governing class wete Moslem, anc the subyeets Uindu. 
Mndu rayah« hved on un Lal mdcpendenec wi the south 
only, m the north they w ie ¢ ther suppressed, 02 survived 
with lunited powers. After a hundied and fifty years of 
bulhanec, marked by Akba’s vain atlanpt to unile the 
two cultuics 01 the basis of a common Indian patnotism, 
and, if possible, of a common Tachan rchigion, the empize 
of Lhe Moguls, short lived ike all Indtaacmpies, brake 
nto Vag nents 
The deeay of power at tie top merely icleased the 
nutnally adv agonistic forces Cf socal and political hate 
whieh have sincy 1000 A.D scethed, and) seeth stall, 
Tho unity beneath the crust of empirc, 01 with the 
imposed upon iemoval of enypuc, have shot up their 
pane bY an molten stream of ervi] strife Maratha and 
appears in tho Moslem leapt to tear each other's throat ; 
18th Contury oc, more Islam came through the horth- 
west passes to help her co relig omsis and to slay “idol- 
« as” and on the fatal field of Pampat in 1761 A.D. the 
reart’s blood of India, both Timdu and Mussalman, flowed 
in sueh a deadly stieam,that her sliongth was withered,and 
then was no longer hepe nor faith m the land. India 
ost futh m India; anarchy and murder and robbery 
stalked unchecked in every direction, and no one had 
strength or conrage to stay them ; tigers multiplied where 
villagers had lived out thei: uneventful days in carher 
times of peace ; jungle hegan tc 1¢ occupy many of the 
eeniings man had so painfully won fiorh the forest ; 
Moslem and Ilmdu civilisation alike decayed. ‘Thug 
’ 
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and dacoit and bugaid chief became normal features 
of the countryside ; governments were 10ers and frends 
of robbers ; politienl honesty was almost unkuown 3 every 
man’s haid was against every man’s hand ; ‘law was the 
arbitrary decision of the sironz men; t> be obscure, and 
to scem pdor, were the only puths of safety for the weak ; 
finally, war without, as well as war within, ravaged and 
decimated the land. In such appall ng tempesis did 
the Indian ship of otate ditt apparently to utter rani iy 
that terrible century of Indian history, Lhe 18th; when 
suddenly, apparently fiom nowhere, # hand was shot 
out, the tille: was grasped with firm and skilled grt, 
such as it had not known tor a hundied years ; and the ship, 
sallng across a tumultuous ocean, upon a new couse, 
eventually reached a haven of peace in] calm suci as it 
had never before known. And so firm was the  giasp 
and so skiled the guidance, when it sailed the sea once 
more, that even the teruhle “wind” of 1867 conld only 
stagger and not sink the ship, while the more awfal 
catastiope of 191L cased searecly a tremor to pass 
through its timbers, 

Th, butel, and to ene the metaphor, Indi, sick and 
worn oul, and on the point of death, pit her desti ites 
in the hands of he mysterious strangers, white or 

India acoopts 2¢U of face, who in the euly 171 coabuy 
England inpiace had suddenly appemca from the va, 
of tho Mogil avd had ever since Tween creating gent 
erties on her coasts, and +massma@ weullh by buying 
and selling goods wrthm her hounds, weallh which in the 
distracted condihon of the country they look yood cue 
to protect by force, Half unwillngly, bit seemg no 
other refuge, India accepted the Luiclaze , wholly unwilling- 
ly, at first, though later with meicasmg mide and willing 
acceplanee of the buiden, the strangeis mere merchants, 
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mere company of riders as they were, took up the amazi ig 
tusk which fate hid set the n, of giving 800,000,000* men 
a govaimment which would eneble them to hve. such 
was the gore of that astonishing phenomena, the 

"Bish Tidiar Imp, thowh the detals of whose 
ereation I have ma previous Iccture conducted you as 
far as tune permutied ; and fren this retrospect of rts 
history, you will be cnabled to realise that 1t15 less a miracle 
than at first sight it must always appear. It 1s a marvel 
that a company of taaders should have founded such 
a mighty empne ; but it haprencd because India’s Instory 
demanded that 1 should be done, and there was no ane 
else on the spot to do it, 

Ti is obvious that the process T have described was 
no mere vulgar conquest of one country hy another, 
as was the ease when Spam conquered Mexico, ur 

No “oonquest’? the ‘Turks conquered Grecee, I have 
of India by made it elena: m my third and fourth 
England lectures, but L will re-tteiate it here, 
that England was never as such at war with Indiw+ 
India was never as such conquercd by England, Conquest. 
of some Indians by British armies there certamly, was, 
but in most cases when conqursl wes open and undisguis- 
ed, the sulfercis were brigand § ales wluch lived by the 


* Probably half that number in 1750 A.D. Population has 
come with peace, 

+ Tho uhoti: folly of Si Fosiah Child, Chaaman of the Com- 
pauy, which umting in 1685 A’ D, with the folly of Janes 
Il, caused a British naval atlack on Chittagong, and a sort 
of war with Auiangaib, may ho 1.egaided as half an excop- 
{ion to this statemont $n Josiah aimed al “ laying the 
foundation of a large well-guaided, sure English dominion 
in India for all time to come ” ‘The farcical result goes to 
show that we Dnglish only build empikes well when we 
build them without desgn 
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plunder of their neighbours, and whose gover ment was 
based on prineiples ilterly meonip iti ole with Lhe ultimate 
good of India,* and in whose suppicsston Indians willingly 
joned Ihave already emphasised the Lact that mc lmost 
every battle whieh the English foug] 1, there were more 
Indians than Englishmen in our mmies, evan in the 
crisis of the Mutiny, Dclhi was captured by a force in 
which Indians predominated, Lucknow was dcelondced 
by a force, mamly Cornshmen and Sikhs, im which, 
excluding officers and civilans, the Indian clement was 
numerically superior; while Sir Hugh Rose iceovered 
Cential India with two regiments of Inshmen and fou or 
five times their number of Madiasis and Bombay troops. 
‘When the Mutiny bioke out there were six lumes as many 
Indian troops as British m the Indian aumy ; T do not 
know the figures for the recent great wai, bul the proportion 
was piubably at one time a good deal greater. If India 
is a conquered countiy, it 1s conquest of a very peculiar 
type, seeing that the “conquerors” armies are mamly 
composed of the “conquered.” Did ever “conquered?” 
people voluntaily raise n million troops to Aight for their 
masters 2?) No, once for all you must disabuse your minds 
of any idea that India belongs to England, m the sense 
that Greece belonged to Turkey, or Mcxicv to Spain after 
the conquest ol those two countues The Bulish Iadinuy 
Empire has undoubtedly in the past constituted a political 


* eg,, Tho Maratha Confoderacy, Tippoo Sultana Mysoye, 
the Pindatis ete. 

t Duroyean Artillery and cayaliy details, numorically fovw, 
are not included in this broad siatemont. She two Luo. 
pean regiments we1e the 3rd Bombay Luropean Fusilicis, 
(2nd Batt, Leinster Rogt ), and the 86th Regt. (Royal 
Country Downs), Seo Tomest's History of the Indian 
Mutiny IIL, 140, 
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domination of Indians by Enel shmen ; but at has been a 
domination largely acquiesced a by Tndiaes, and loyally 
mamtamed by Iidian bayonets. 

This very pecular type of “conquest” having te ken 
place, the very dhffienlt problem arose as to the 
punerples on which this Empi ¢ should be administaed 

Problems Thae were liom ile , begining, and 
i aby wae there aie sull men who said or say . “The 
quest’? comtiy is ours; we took iL; we area 
conquering 1ace aud an impenal people; here we are, 
here we stay, ruling India for evar.” ‘This robust type 
of thinker, with lus clear cul uncompromising views, 
tended of course to inercase at the time of the Mutiny, 
aud thearcs about conquermy and subject races tended 
to receive considerable uticiance. The problem, simply 
put, was: “Shall we rule India as a perpetually subject 
country ? Shall we regard ourselves, and act, as con- 
ayuerors 2? Shall we, if the worst evcr comes to the worst, 
disband all Indian regimcnis, and protect government 
and the frontiers with Enghsh Loops only ?” 

Well, Aristotle sud that the state comes into cxistence 
to mace hfe possible. This has been accomplishede by 
the creation of the British Tinpne, and the reseue 

» of the country fom anarchy, Le added 

thon nee that Lhe slate contmucs im order Lo make 
life beptci, Now mose chunking Indians 

were ready to admit that the excation of the Biitish Emp 1e 
had been vn necessity ; but for it Indie would have pemshed 
in anarchy ; the question for them was: “Shall 1t continue, 
and on what terms ?”, It was unhkely that onea they 
had time to thmk, they would regard the statns of a 
peipetually subject race as a satisfactory result of the 
conlnuance of the empue. Ti they were to be induced 
to favour its continuance, it must “make hfe better” 
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for them im some other fashion than that. This empne 
therefore, having been paitly built with Indian bayonets, 
id to some extent resting on them even m 1857, some 
nore satisfactory idcal of Indian governme it than te 
elation, of conqueror and conquered had to be diseosered, 
4s a matter of faet,not only did ther<lationsnp of eonquer- 
or and conqnered never exist, at least in all its nakedness, 
aut it has nevei ically dominated the minds of the majouty 
of Lnghshmen, Yor one thing, stated starkly as it was 
ust now, the idea 1s too patently absurd Thee are 
300 nullion Indians, many of them fighters by race and 
radition, Theic have never been, and there are not 
o-day, more than 200,000 Imglshmen in all India, 
neluding the army. The number 15 probably a good 
leal less. A sheer policy of dom nation would have 
lemanded the services of a professional amy of at least, 
hat number, and so many could never have been iceruited > 
or foreign service from England. A further point to he , 
emembered is that hberty and hberal ideas me rooted 
tour history and traditions, and a stark policy of domina- 
ion could never have long obtained support from pcople 
nd parliament in England. No; though, fiom the verv 
cginning, owing to the fact that all the zovermmints we 
eplaced were despolisms, aur government had to bc of an 
utoerate uate, yet our Instory and the logie ct the 
acts themsclves forbade ony such siupk solution of the 
roblem of Indian government as that implicd in the 
elation of conqueror and corgiered. ‘There was desuuned 
© be no Bitish Gient Mogul, The Butish Parhament 
aw td that 
What policy, then, did we adopt? Pul simply we 
udopted an “Indian policy,” i.e. we ruled India im the 
An“Indian® Way which we considered was most 
Policy adopted §=— beneficial to Indians. We placed, in theory 
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at Icast, and very often in practiec, the interests of India 
before those of England. A Pathamentary Committee 
in 1888 lanl it down as “an in lis wutable puneiple, that the 
iterests of the native subjects are to be consulted m 
preference to those of Tmopeans, whenever the two 
come in competition.”’* The Act of 1883 which followed 
laid it down that all posts under the Company, without 
exception, were open to Indians, if they were fitted for 
them: It has been well asked what parallelin all history 
there is to this?) To use the werds of Bentinck, wutten 
twenty- nine years before, in 1804, British policy aimed at 
founding “British Greatness upon Indian Happiness.” } 
In pursuance of this potey, Br tein has dove her heste 
to create an Indian patriotism, even as Akbar had 
attemped, though our methods were different We had, 
° An Indian even more = suceessfully than Akbar, 
 Patilotism unified India politically; in place of 
o the effete monaichy of the Moguls, upstart, and parvenu, 
we gave India an Emperor whose authenticated lincage 
was olde: than Muhammadan India, or cven Islam, 
itself, and whose empue is the vastest the world has 
known, India found a new pride, which was not ‘yet 
patuotism, mm the Impire of which she was a component 
part, and, accepting the empire as a political necossity, 
aimed at improving he, stains within the emp.ie, Ry the 
steady aid constant giatificution of that am, India’s 
self-respceel, the neeessary busts of an Indian patriotism, 
has been inereasingly raised, 
Polilica unity was maintaincd by foree, a force which 
was largely {Indian foree. But the cicat on of social and 


* See Ramsay Muit’s Making of British India, p 805. 
t Ibid, p. 804. 
4 Ibid, p. 282, 
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ealturel uty,» so + necessary baus for a sanc Indian 
England dreams Patriotism, was a far harder tass, and 
Akbat’s deam only a certain amount of progress hw 
been made, We toa, hke Akbar, 
> “ycared a sacred fane 

A temple, nerther Pagod, Mosyue nor Church, 

But loftiery simple, always open doored 

‘To cvery breath fiom Teaven.” 
“Stone by stone”? we have tned to rebuild India on the 
basis, not, hke Akbai, of a common religion, for we 
know that to be impossible, but of a common cultue 
and eivilisation, In the hope of promoting the growth 
oft vat enitire and evi isation we have spread over India 
a net work of universities, colleges and schools, in which 
English literature and western science are Laught through 
the medium of the English language. The reaction 
of India, especially Windu India, to Hus stimulus has been 
immense ; and though it would be too much ta say that 
the traditional cultures have been displaced o* even 
essentially modified by the new, Lhere secms a fair hope 
Uhat Uindu and Muhammadan eivihsation m Indi, at 
prescht so different, may ¢ bso1b enough of the new culhue 
to enable Lhari Lo meet on the common basis which must 
be found if'a real Inchan nation ever te develop from Uhe 
claos of sbi es and Ting inges aid prope whl now rest 
unibed by the strong arm of the casting government. 
In the universitics of Caleutta, Bombay, Madias clo. aud 
in her schools, lics wi hout doubt the hope of modein 
India; fo. 11 propor.aon as they ean extend the spiut 
of toleration. co-operation, and sound patriotism, among 
her sons of different evliures and faitas, will ludia be 
fit for the new era which is now beginni: g. 

In the path of om task of unifying India, polt- 
tically and culturally, Jay many difieuliws. ‘The 
a 
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Moslem, so recently the wer of India, was averse 
DiMouttieg in {rom the uler of political and sociah 
the way of our co-ore1ation with the Ilindus, Rctween 
© polley the Moslem and the Hindu, the gulf 
of religion yawns deeper than its possible for usavesterners. 
to conecive.* Again, possessing a culture of which they 
were pioudcr and mote conf dent fifty» years ago that the 
Hindu was of his own at that time, they held aloof some- 
what from the new English culture, which the Ilmdu 
eagerly absorbed, Viom this atliiude the Moslems were 
to some extent »veaned by the life-woik of Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan, the founder, of Aligarh College, But Sir Syed’s 
words themsely es bear testimony to the social and politiral 
gulf between the two communities that yet remamed 
to be bridged im India, though bis Ile did something 
towards Lhat end ° 
“Suppose that all the Unglish were to Icave India, 
who would be ruler of India? Is it possible 
that under these cneumstances Muhamnadans 
and Hindus could sit on the same throne and 
remain equal m power? Most certainly not, 
Jt 1s necessary that one of them should conquer 
the othe: and thrust it down, You must re- 
member thal allhough the number of Muham- 
madansts less than U at ofthe Hindus and although 
they contam fai fewer people who have received a 
Iugh Engl'sh education, yct they must not be 
thought insignificant or weak. Probably they 


So deep is the chasm between Islam and Tlmdviiam that 
Major Loch states that the war befween Tukey and the 
Dntente was a icligious war only to the extent that the 
Moslem Turk gave no quarter to the infidel? IIimdu im 
the British army. (TVeth the Brilish Aimy in the Holy 
Land, p. 196). 
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would be by theriselves enough lo maintain 
their own position, But sup) ose Lhey wefe not. 
Then our Mussalman biothers, the Path ws, would 
come ont as aswarm of locusts from the » mourtain’ 
valleys hke a swaim of locusts would they 
come and make niveis of blood to flow hom 
their fiontic: on the north to the cxtrerie end 
of Bengal This thing who after the depature 
of the Enghsh would be conquers would 
rest on the will of God. But until one 
nation had conquered the other, and made 
it obedient, peace coukl not reign in the land. 
This conclusion 1s based on moofs so absolute 
that no one can deny it.. ...Be not unjust to 
the Bntish Government, to whon: God has piven 
the 1ule of India. And look honestly, and see 
what is neeessary for it to do to mamta its 
empire and its hold on the country. You can 
appieciate these inatters ; but thcy cannot who 
have never held a country 2 their hands nor 
won a victory, Of my biother Mussalmans f 
I again remind you that you have ruled rations, 
and have for ecntmmies held d'fferent ccunties 
mm your grasp. For seven liundred years im 
India you have had Impeicl sway. You know 
what it is torule. Be not un) wt to that nation 
which i ruling ove: you And Unnk also on 
this, how uprightas here. Of such benevolence 
ab the Enghsh Goveimment shows to the foragn 
“nations under her there 1s no example m_ the 
history of the would.* 


Quoted in Strachey’s Indias Tis Administration and 
Progiess, p. 600. Lfimdus and Moslems im India have 
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One greal difficulty during our task has heen the 
impossibility of rceonciling the claims that were natur- 
ally and mevitably male by the educated Indian 

with the pol ticul neeessilics of the 

The Indian situation, When the Indian had becn to 
elaims the high 
posts out universities, and learnt o ur language, 

he naturally asked us to employ him 
in the pubhe service of hts country. We were very glad 
todoso, Vorhad not the Act of 1888 said that qualified 
Indians were to be cligible for ul posts under the Company ? 
Had not Queen Victora’s proclamation after the Mutmy 
coutained the following serite: co: “It 15 ou further will, 
that, so far as may he, our sub ects, of whatever ree 
and erced, be frecly and impartially admitted to ofhices 11 
our service, the dutics of which they may be qualified by 
their education, ability and inte nity, duly to discharge ?’ 
But presently they came along in larger and large: numheis, 
and claimed to be grven the high posts 11 the country 
instead of Englishmcn. Now came the difficulty, 

There aie in all India about 1,000,000 civil posts under 
Governmint, petty and otherwise. Tidians hold neaily 
all of them Of these pasts, however, some few 

thousand may be 1egarded as superiot 
Jintao appointments, the holders of which 
the claim hove eonsidersT Ie nflaenee oon the 
government of the county. These 


travelled some distance on th? road to unity, sinee 1887, 
when Lhese words weie spoken but they :emain as & measure 
of the vast gulf between the two cultures abl tliat time. 
llow shoit a distance has in reality been traversed was 
shown by (he recent suggesticn of certain fanatics to wel- 
como the Amir of Afghanistan as the ruler of India—a sug- 
gestion that implies the re subjection of Ilindus to 
Moslems, and one which they could neva: accept, 
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saperror posis the English have mainly teserved in their 
own hands, Only about one-sixth of tham have they felt 
able to give to Indiws, The educate] Indien comes 
along and says: “Give us the other five sixths, we ar: 
quite fitted, by education and integrity for them ; why 
import Englishmen on high salazics to dv wouk which we 
are quite able and+anxious fo do?” What answer 15 
Government to give? It gives all soils ol answers and 
reasons, but the 1ea] answe1 Js tis: “The Indian Kmpire 
is a Buitish empire ; it 13 ruled according to Burtish ideals 
of administration and justice , you all want the Butph 
army to stay to keep the frontiers and the peace of the 
couatry, but we cannot contemplate the Butish army 
staying in India and backing up methods at government 
of which we cannot approve ; and this will be the case 
unless a large proportion of the high posts, which deede 
pohey, arc in the hands of Enghshmen, You cannot 
ask for the constant help of Butish bayonets, and do 
without Butish oMcials. Theaelore we cannot possthly 
give you all the high posts. we must have enough to give 
a British characte: Lo the administration; we will eve you 
#th, 01 “bth, and so on,” The latest offa, con aimed ty the 
famous “Repoil” of the Viceroy aad the Secictary of 
of State, rises as high as one-half There as the 
dilemma, The educated Indian a wil ag 0 provice 
all the administrators necded , he 1 unable as yet to 
provide the amy which he needs lo defend his country, 
andeuforee his orders, sinee for most tech ical services he 
iehes upon england, and in many other ways Englishmen 
areessential Nor can he provide o1 affoida nayy to defend 
his coasts, Inglan 1 must at present provide U1 al too. 
Thns brings me to another pomt ‘The Indian Army 
was from the beginning an auny of Tdian peasan 3 
officered by English gentlemen. The Indian ants ociacy 
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found uo place im our armies, exeept raicly in the 
Tudian officer Class w) iGh held the Vicecoy’s, 
not the King’s comm sion, and whose 
responsibilities and training were not those 
of commissioned offteais, whatever number af stais they 
maht wear As an India. offiec: said to me onec : “The 
Trench told us 11 France + SYout ptars are false stars, 
your aouwn a meke-believe ?”? The army being, as said 
ahove, an army of peasants, including most of those who 
rose to he Indian officers,(the normal method of appoint- 
ment) made for themsclves but little demand for admission 
to the Officers’ Mess But the pohticians, when modern 
political life began in India, demanded that King’s eom- 
nussions should be awarded vo Indians, chicfly of course 
of the aristocratic o1 ed cated classes, The dilliculties * 
yaised by this demand wore immense — TIow could the 
harmontous social and professional Ife of the Offices’ 
Mess continue if such socially alien clanents were mtio- 
duced into 18? ‘The unity of the offceis’ cadie would 
be broken, for very few Indian iceruts would be able to 
share in the life of the mess. They would perhaps be 
deharred by caste from cating at all m any EnglShman’s 
presence, ‘Then wives as a rule could take no put m the 
social hfe of azegiment. Bul these were minor difficulties, 
If the scent were a Beng ui or a Sikh, should he be put to 
command Panjaht Mussa mans or Giukhas 01 Madaasiy ? 
Jn our mixed regiments iL would he mmpossible to confine 
him to his own countrymen, and yet, if Uns were not done, 
serious consequances might ensue. Then again, supposing 
tl ese diffieulles were surmounted, was your British Subal- 
tein or Captain to enter battle under the command of sn 
Indian Major? In the early days of the experiment 
disuplnary difficulties might occu, with bad results 
to the moral of the army. Again would British officers 


Nature of tho 
Indian Army 
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join the Indian Aimy, of te meint that they would be 
ubliged to serve aader Tide oflicens ? AMD .acse cone 
sideratio1s arose and had to be weighed regaid xg Lhe 
proposed eapefiment Lhe difficulhes were for jong 
regarded Fs msapeiable and httle was done; nor can 
the question be regarded as satisfactorily solved yeb. 
But during the crism,of the Great Wari was resolved to 
make a start, and a number of Indians wee promoted 
for good services, and given King’s comm'ssions as Licut- 
enants and Captains. In addition a number ol selected 
young men, mostly of good buth, have been chossn and 
sent to England for traming there,and at the close of them 
studies they will be given comnissiors in the Indian 
Army. Thus one more step, ever though 5 yet at be on a 
jumited scale, has becn takcn towards adminsteaing 
India m accordance with Inchan desites, and rasing the 
self respect of the King’s subjects im India. [have 
indicated the various difficulties in the wiy of the cha age, 
and further cilictsm would be out of place here, the moie 
so, as the expenment has hardly begun, and it is not 
known to me what method the army authorities have 
decided upon for obviating the giaver difticullics in the 
way of its success, TI have mentioned the milter et some 
length, howeyer, beeanse ib 1s a subjech wh ch must 
necossauly be of mtcicst to solders of the Bet sh amy 
serving im India, er becouse Ge cxpaimers, if aly 
successful, end cbk to be carucd ont co a consid table 
seale, portends very great changcs m the ay Land mi tay 
position of dhis coumay. An effigent Lician off cor cade 
in India will cause many problems lo be handled fom + 
iadheally different pomt of view fiom Lwl wich ts 
necessary at present. 

Such then is the extent, to which, so fat, m the oust 
ance of our “Indian policy,” our policy of conerhating 
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Indians, of iulmg tie countiy and act ng as far as 

pess.ble a wecordance eth (ha wasaes, 
Fak! a al we have been abe to comply with 
demands hastwo of Uni mam demands, fa evil 
Deen oF alimited y dmimstialive posts and for COMMASSONS 

inthe amy, We have, as I have shown, 
been untble lo give them anytl’ng lke all they have 
demanded Out reply has been that, uf we did, anarchy 
would brcak out im the county, and British Government. 
would end, in fict all government would end, 

In other dneetions, not so controversial, our “Indian 
pohey ’ hes conferred vast henefils on the country, The 
anarchy of the 18th ecntury had to a yery consider- 

able exten. deeivthsed India, and it 
tmaten’ pellay: Iell te Englishmen to be the agents 

of a belligerent civihsation m the country, 
Temale mfanticide, whielt was extremely common in 
certain parts, was stopped. ‘Sati,’ the eustom by 
which wives buin themselves on the dead bodies of then 
husbands, was forbidden by Loid Bentinek in 1820. 
Child marriage, though 1 cannot be forbidden, ty dis- 
comaged, and child wives may nol cohabit belew the 
we of 12, Law was made one and ihe same for all. 
Ii the Brahnun conunits murder, he is hanged ahke wrth 
the Pariah.* Widow re-maniiage was made legal m 
1856, thor gh few widows aic cs yev able to lake adva lage 
af the provision, owing to soaal customs, Hospitals and 
schools, tmuversrtics, always, telegraphs and a cheapt 
sostal system have helped to unify and spread 
snowledge throughout the country. Within ike borders 


The lowest social class in Indian, the outoastes, 
rAt the moment of going to press, 16 is ceasing to be parli- 
oulaity cheap 


THE DAWN OF SELF-GOVERNMENT > 143 
n 


of Tndia no war has taken place since 1957, a statement 
which can be made of oly five or six counties in” the 
woud The admustatian af justice has heen orga ised, 
largely with the help of Indian Judes, tareushont tie 
whole county Famimes have bec fouyht by ilel 
measurcs und their nuscries allevieled — Inigavion aunals 
have reclamied vast acts of Indu land from staulily 
for the benefit of the Indian people Above all Loighand 
has geven Tndia unity, and an oppartunity af becommg 
a nation, She has given he a language, oglish, which 
enables all educated Indians to communicate their ideas 
to one atiother, a thing winch prtor toe our coming was 
impossible There is not, there never has ben, any 
suvh people as the Indian nation, A country consisting 
of eight on nine nations sperkmg totally differeut lan- 
yuages, and 141 separate dialects, reuging m colour fiom 
almast white to almost black, divided utterly by cleav- 
ages of caste and ielizion and social customs, differing 
more from one another in different prrts af India than the 
Scotsman docs fiom the ‘Lurk o1 the Swede from the 
Spaniard, such a country and such a people cannot be 
ealled, a nation. It contams the near potentiahtics of 
eight or ning nations, it contems th very distant potcn- 
tiality of one qicat nation But the realised actuality 
of nationally ib possesses not at al, and salar as the 
potcnuiality of an Indian nationality oxts s, ib 5 the worl 
of the Mnglish Govanment, af Balish railways, und 
schools, and wniversitis, of the Enghsh language, of 
Englands the Knglish-made or Uughish-admunislercd 
creator gf the law; and snce Indian nationally 15 only 
modern. ,ndlan q potentialily, au embryo haicly as yel 
even conceived, $6 there still remaing the 

necessity for the work that is creating 1 ta go on im soma 
form or other for some considerable time ycl. Vor it is 
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a faet Lhat the English could not eave Tide if they 
desucd, there as no authoury cer de of contiou ng the 
country to which Lhey could haad ova the adm ristra 
tion on then depmture ; tho is not aa Tidan hying 
who does not know that if tie Butish departed, or even 
greatly relaxed their ullumatc power in Lhe laitl, “chaos 
would come asain like a flood’? So the problem, whieh 
1 have gradually approached, now at"last comcs cleaily 
before us. ‘Lhe resall of the iemova of Butish ave 
bemg certain to he a relapse of Tudia nto 18th century 
anarchy, followed almost eeitamly by foreign conquest 
by another powcr, are the Butish therefor destined to 
remain rulers of Ind a tor ever? Ate we Lo contemplate the 
presence of a British army in India, and of Buush offierals 
in the most important posts of the land, as a state of 
things likely to continue for ever, or at least for several 
eontuites ? 

In other words what are our ullamate mentions m 
India? Vor hundicds of yeais no one knew. A very 
early expression of opinion was that of Sir Jos ah 

What are Child, who m 1685 A. TD. professed 
England’s ultl- lis desne for “a large well-grounded 
mate intentions? vig Tnehsh dommion in India for 
all time to come But that prcmatiue cream wos 
soon dispelled and the dicamer recerved well merited 
ehastisement at the hands of Awangah, A hundid 
years kter Watron Hasimgs Icft Incha, however, with 
the fourdation of + well-growided dommion well and 
truly Iatd, and men might now hein to spgeulite on 
Emgland’s ullimate intentiors regarding her ne new 
empue. Most administiators however were con ent to 
do the task that lay nearest ab hand, without speculating 
on ultimate issues, like Bentiuck, they wee tontent 
to found “ Burtish gieatness on Indirn hap aness.” by 
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extending “justice and order and the considezation of 
public and private mghts.”* But some there were, even a 
hundred years ago, who looked, or 1ather peered, lowards 
ultimate ams. §:r Thomas Munro, Governor of Macias 
in 1820 21, asked the followmg question: “A1e we to be 
salisfied with merely securing our pcwer and protecting 
the inhabitants, leaving them to smk gradually in 
character Jower than at piesent ; or are we to endeavour 
to raise their character, and to render them worthy of 
filling higher situations in the management of their country, 
and of devismg plans for 1ts impiovement ?” Hear the 
remarkable answer which Sir Thomas gave to his own 
qpestion, We mrst, he sad, ‘give them a higher opmion 
of thernselves, by placing more confidence in them, by 
employing them in important situations, and peihaps 
by rendering them ¢ligible to almost every office under 
Government.” ‘‘We must maintain our Government 
voly until that future age when the Indians shall have 
abandoned most of their superstitions and prejudices, 
and become sufficiently enlightened to frame a iegular 
government for themselves, and to conduct and prescive 
il. Whenever such a time shall arrive, it will probably 
be best for both countries that British control over India 
should be gradually withdrawn ...If we pursue sleadily 
the proper measures, we shall in time so far improve 
the characte: of our Indian subjects as lo enable thin 
to govern and prolect themselves,” + 

Such was the ideal set before our countrymen a 
hundred] years ago ‘In three years we celebrate the cen- 
tenary of that marvellous pronouncement of Inaland’s 
policy. It wis nol an Official pronouncement ; it was 
* Soo Ramsay Muirs The Making of British Indoa, page 283, 
} Ramsay Muir's Phe Making of British India, p. 281, 


a 


y 


46° ‘TIN DAWN OF SELD-GOVERNMENT 


one man’s private conclusions, But T call your attention 
Remmkable Lo it asa very extiaondinary cxpression 
nature of sh Of liberal thought al such an enily date, 
Thomas Mumo’s Siy ‘Nhomis’s woids are niles apart not 
views a 
only from the aspuations afler “sures 
grounded domimion for all Lune to come” of 1688, but 
from the most advanced ideals of hundieds of noble-heartud 
and devoted Anglo-Indian workers in this the twentieth 
eenlury. When I fast came to India not twelve ven 
ago, there were probably many who felt sceretly the 
truth of Munio’s ideal, but few who, m the uncerlamty 
as Lo what Britain’s official policy was, would have darcd 
to ultey thar yiews, Was il om policy in 1910 madually 
to withdraw British contro , as India grew morc enlighten. 
ed, or was not? Tl eve lay the eux, 

Well, anyhow, as 15 our way, our national custom, 
we did gradually withdraw om control, while all the time 
sticnuously dinying the fact Village councils, district 

boards, legislative assemblies, exceulive 
iguan or neues bodies, more o1 less filled by Indiads, 

came milo existenec, and look over many 
of the functions, or at least alfeetcd the working, ob 
Goveimment Indians were nol satisfied ; Chey wanted to 
know what our uttentigus were; they cried out Lor sell- 
government, for home-aulc, a government lke Canaca’s, 
ele. A so-called National Congiess mel annually, i+ 
presenting put of imodein edueatcd India,* and tole 
Goveinmienl once a ycar what modein eduewted India 
wanted, ¢ 

Then come the cusis of the Gicat Waa, India volun- 
tarily gave Ingland on amy of a million men; 
she voluniauly gave Lygland such money .ay she 


* Not the whole. Moslems laigely held aloof until recent years. 
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could afford; she remained loyal (with one or two. 

very minor exceptions) when revolt would 
a jiaala ane the have embarassed us fatally, Indie proved 

once forallin 191-19 A, 1. that shew 
not a conquered and subject country. She claimed and 
proved her buth-tight as an adopied daughter of 
the Common wealth, She was not of the blood, like 
Canada, South Afiica, New Zealand and Australia; 
but she shared sufficiently in the puivilege of Butish 
subjects to sce to 1, alike with the other countries 
of the Empire, 

“In the day of Armageddon, mm the last great fight 
‘of all, 

That our House stand togcthe:, and the pillais do 
not fall,” * 

And so her million fighters went foith to Fiance and 
Palestine and the banks of the ‘Tigris, to Enst Afuuea and 
Gieece, to fight for for what? lor the Sircar; for 
Goveinment ; for pay ; for glory , fo1 a hundred motives ; 
but actually lor England, for Belgnun, foi the nght of the 
people of the woild to develop on principles of sclf- 
government and sclf-expression, lice from the tyrainy of 
despotic empires And when, in relurn, India, through her 
pohticianc, asked Ungland for some portion of the boon 
which hex soldicis had won for others, it was felt that, 
terrible though the risks weie which beset the path of 
change, India must be given that self-government for 
which her leaders had so Jong bcen asking, Munio’s 
policysof raising India’s self esteem must be carricd yet 
further, for India believed she had shown heiself fit {or 
further trust, and any telusal to giant that further conil- 
dencé would be as a blow in the tace in return for a 


* Kipling’a Song of the Rnglish. 
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pioferred gift. Nay more, iv was decided even to face 
the problem of the gindual withdrawal of British control, 
which seareely anyone since Munro had dared to mention, 

On August 20, 1017 the most momentous utterance 
in the hstory of India was made in Parliamcat. The 
gional war was still raging, its issue was stil doubtful ; 

India was, however, ‘still’ flinging her 
conte te MSem9 on by Lens of thousands into a struggle 

not her own. With one hand India gave, 
and gave gencrously ; the other she held out in anticipa- 
tion of the expected gilt. Iungland was grateful, im the 
mudst of her agony, Lo India; she was in the mood for 
geucrosity ; whue, quite apart irom gratitude and generos- 
ity, refusal would have left us with the insoluble problem 
of Indie’s unwillmg participition in an Impire which 
had nothing to offer her which she considered of value. 
It was not yet time to withdraw Burtish control ; India 
as a whole did not as yet ask for this ; but a further step 
towards that end, it was fell, had to be, and was, taken, 
Tor by their sound common sense in the war, Indians had. 
shown Lhal they weie one deyree nearer to that dime 
when thcy would be fitted “to Lrame a reg dar government 
for themselves, and to conduct and preserve it.’ * 

This most momentous utlerance in the history of 
India was the following : 

“The policy of Its Majesty's Government, with which 
the Government of India ara in complete accord, is that 
of the increasing association of Indians in every branch of 
the administration, and the gradual development of self- 
governing institutions, with a view to the progressive, 
iealisation of responsible government in India as an 
integral part of the Buitish Empire,” + i 
* Passage from Si Thomas Muna, quoted above, 

+ Report on Indian Constilutronal Reforms, p 1. 
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Indians accepted the pronouncement as ther Magna 
Carta, thei charter of Hberty, Not that they had heen 
slaves belore; England ruled them on principles similar’ 

to those they had always known, though 
dig teas in better fashion. But in the past ecniuly 
Sion ot August they had leaunl mach jaom England, 
20, 19 especially her precious ideal of govein- 
ments elected by and icsponsible to the people. Lngland 
now proclaimed her intention to Iet India ultimately 
possess a government like Canada or Australia, a 2oyern-, 
Iment clected by the people, and 1csponsible to the people 
of India. As Canada is a free sclf-goveining people proud 
to remam within the Kmpire, so India should be given 
*the opportunity of developing into a self-governing country, 
a component part of the Empire, but no more ruled 
by Englishmen than Canada c1 Australia 1s. Tlow 
far this postulates and implies “ the withdrawal of Brilisl» 
control ” I need not now discuss ; so long as a British army? 
is necded by India, and it will be necded for a long time, 
yet, some contro], and some Bmtish officials, will be 
needed, The fulme must be left to work out its own 
pigblems. For the present two main steps have been 
laken to earry out the policy outlined, It has been 
decided that for the present one-third and within len 
years a half of all newly appointed higher officials in 
India* should be Indians by bnth; hile it’ has been 
decided also that Indian pariianients shall be elected 
this yearf and shall through miusters supported by them 


* viz, 4s the I.C.8. Proportions vary ia regard to other services 
or departments. 

+ 1920 A. D, Since the lectures wore flelivered, the new system 
has commenced, Jigs most striking fealuie was the 
‘Sppointmont of an Indian (Loid Sinha )as Governor of 
# province { Bihar and Orissa ). 
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control a number of depatments of government stely 
ag Kdueniion, Agmenttine, Too: lt Sel -governme it, and 
So oon. Englishmen, ke mysell, workmg in those 
departments, will be subject to the orders of the Indian 
minister. By wa ching how Indian parliaments and 
ministers carry on these functions of government it will 
be seen how far Indians are fitted for goveining them- 
selves on western methods, Meantime certain impoitant 
matters, essential Lo the safety of the country, such 
was the defence of the country and pohee work, ate not 
bemg handed over to the Indians at present. Whether 
they ever gel contol of these 1eserved branches of 
government, will depend on how they carry oul those at 
present catr sted to them, 

Tneed not delay lo pomt out to you that this process 
onthned here does really impy the beginning of that 
madual withdiawal of Buitish control which Munro 
5 suggested a hindied years ago. Indians 
pene peginn ing aire more enlightened now than a hundied 

years ago, largely as a result. of Brilish 
government and tiaming ; and we ac to day watching 
undoubtedly the beginning of that process of withdrawal, 
In the absence of political catuclysms, the lihcral party 
wm Indian polities 1c presented a hundred years ago by 
Munio, later by Lot Ripen, next by Loud Morley 
aid finally by My, Montagu, mey be regarded as having 
dehnitely tnumphed. 

In view of these facts, that India is more and maie, 
bothim the amy and the eivil departments of adminis. 
ization, gomg to provide her own officers and control, her 

The duties OWN destinies, you may ask me: “ Why 
of Englishmen then are we soldicis here? What is our 
in India to-day duty to-day ?” In answer to this, I would 
eall your attention to the word “ gradual” in the pro- 
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nouncement. It talks of the ‘ gradual development of 
self governing mstilutions.” India is net, and will 
not for yeais, be ready for the full draught of the wine 
of Itberty, parlamentanianism, and self-government, She 
will not at one bound attain the status and the Lull statue 
of a fully autonomous state hke Canada. Some tutclage 
and support there must be for many years, The country 
is fall of lawless and anarchic elemenls,* of smouldermg 
jealousies and communal hatreds} which will zuin utterly 
any development that is not gradual. With the slow 
and steady success of the expernment, Indian patiiotism, 
{ndian national feeling, will giow until the danger, which 
is at present very ical, of the experunent being wrecked 
by internal dissension, is no longer acute. Indian self- 
government is difficult because there is as yet no real 
homogencous “self” to do the governing. There is 
yet no real Indian “ netion,” before whose saered sinine 
every Indian head is ready 10 bow. Your lask therefore 
as soldicis 15 at present a two fold one. You have to co- 
operate with your comrades in the Indian army in defend- 
ing India fiom foreign invasion, a danger which is always 
veryrreal, as the events of 1919 A.D showed. You have 
also to ensure, by your mete presence, but by action if 
necessary, that order 1s kept in India while the great 
experimenL of secing whether India is fit for westein 
methods of government is made, The experiment may 
perhaps suececd beyond our wildest dicams; if so, it 
undoubtedly means the giadual withdrawal of Biitish 
control, and inadcntally, in the future, of the British 
army pit may, on the other hand, fai , and result in chaos 


* Asillustiated by the Panjab and other disorders of 1919 A.D., 
and the present non-cooperation movement 

4 Vido the imdu Mussulman riots in Calcutta in 1918 A. D. 
and the Ariah oulrages in Bihar. 
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and anarchy, 11 the lalter event, there will be work 
for the British amy, and for civiliang too, for that matter, 
for many years Lo come, of the kmd which they have per- 
formed ever since the mghteenth century, that of co- 
operating with Indians, and if neecssay fighting them, mn 
mamtaining or restori wg peree and order in the land, 

Bul I prefer to end my sérics of leelurcs not on the 
note of distrust and gloom but of hope, The Secaictary of 
State and the Viecroy m their 1epoil on the problem 

Fatth in volved hie talked of “the faith that 
England’s work isin us,” asthe mamspung of future efforts 
in India for India, and we, soldieas and avilians 
alike, may join with them in hope for the future.“ Lng. 
land,” they write, “ may be proud of her record in India. 
She should have even gre ter icason to be proud of rtm 
future, Beeause the work aheady done has called forth 
in India a new life, we must found her government on the 
¢o operation of her people, and make such change in the 
existing order as will mect the needs of the more spacious 
days to come, not ignormg the difficulties, nor under- 
estimating the risks, but going forward with yood courage 
in the faith that because our purpose is ught it will be 
furthered by all that is best in the people of all races in 
India.” * Such words of faith and hope are giander 
and nobler, at the present junclure in India’s huislory, 
than forcbodimgs of pessimism and distiust. By all the 
lessons of our history, by all the ideals which we hold dear, 
we are bound to try lo ican, like Akhar, a temple—a 
political temple—of a magnificence and deep spiritually 
such as Akbar never cvcn dreamed of, For that is what 
we are doing; we are secking to give India, not a new 
religion, but a new political faith, in the bosom of which 


* The Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms, p. til, 
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her most high-souled patriots may find rcfuge ; we cannot 
avoid our duty and om destiny, cven if we would, of 
carrying ow work to rts logical conclusion ; aud so, though 
some may fear lest we are destined to watch those that 
follow “loosen, stonc by stone, all our fair work,’? and 
history once more repeat another of its dismal failmes, it 
is necessary, thai, one and all, we strive and believe and 
hope that the gictt heart of India will prove itself sound ; 
and that somehow o1 other, thcugh we eannot yet see 
clearly through the mists and miasmas of danger and | 
difficulty that sutround the path, om mission, the noblest 
and grandest in lustory, will ye march undeviating to 
its appointed end, 
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753+ (?) ais, +» T aditional foundation of 
Rome 


600 ‘ (?) Birth of Buddha 
98, oe +» Nebuchadnozzar — cap- 
fuies Jerusalem, 


Judah carried away 


aptliva, 
5389, oe +» Persian Empire in West 
Asia 
480 ,. on «+ Battle of Salamis 
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Batule of Plassey 

Third Battle of Panipat 

Mmathas crushed by 
Afghans. 

English take Pondicherry 
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Battle of Buxar 
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States 
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Company to hame 
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India 
ex aa «+ Vieish Revolution beg 19 
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Goad Tope from Luteh, 
Tippoo of Mysore Napoleon m= Leayyt. 
defeated and Talled hreat to India, 
hy Wellesley 
Marathas beaten at Assayo 
Jord Lake sets Shah 
Alam on Mogul ¢ 
duone at Dellu 
oe . »» Battle of Uratalgu 
aa ave «» Napoleon — erushed at 
Waleiloo 
Abotition of  Pcshwa. 
The Company paia- 
mount payer 
Dhet Burmese War 
Abolition of Sata 
Tirst Afghan War 


Load Dalhousie Napoleon THT Prosidant 
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Second Tm meso War 
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She Company’s rule ends; 
Queen Victor in’s 
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Queen Victorma proclaim 
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oo oe we Battle of the Somme 
Fall of Kut-eleAmara 
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“A.D. 1917 Announcement of Al- Russian Revolution, 
gust 20, United States enter M8 
wan. 
Buitish captine Bagdad 
Capture of Jemenlem * 
1918 .. or » Russia collapses, Gexmany 
“ sulienders 
Turks crushed in Pales- 
tine and Vesonotamia 


1919 Afghan War, Peace of Versailles, 
Panjab mots, Failure of Loague 

of Nations 
1921 Partial Indian — gelf- Industiial depression in. 


Zovernment begins KHurope 


ADDENDUM 
22, the following :— 


% Add as footnote to page 36 lina 22, 
“Monogamy is the almost universal practice in both come 


munities 
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